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SenaTor Domenicl, MR. RuckeLshaus:

Mavor KINNEY HAS REQUESTED THAT [ TESTIFY TODAY REGARDING MANAGFHENT
OF HAZARDOUS WASTE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. AT FIRST BLUSH, IT MIGHT APPEAR

THAT HAZARDOUS WASTE WOULD NOT BE A SIG“JTFICMET’ ISSUE IN A PFLAT}.\/E' Y

UNIDUSTRIALIZED AREA  SUCH ALBUOerCUr;'LOCATED' N THE  ARID

 SOUTHWESTERM UNITED STATES. hHrLE IT IS TRUE THAT WE MAY NOT HAVE
 THE VARIETY AND VOLumEs'oF'HAZARDous'wASTE THAT ARE GCﬁERATED I HEAVY
“INDUSTRY AREAS, WE\DO-HAV: OUR OWN TYPE OF PROBLEM % CH WE' HAVE NOT
‘.YET FULLY DEFINED AND AN&LYL”D, AND WHICH PROBABLY REPRESENTS ONLY
~ THE TIP OF THE JCEBERG IN TERMS OF THE REAL PROBLEM WHICH WILL RECOME

MORE EVIDENT IN FUTURE YEARS.rlOUR WATER RESOUPCES I THE VALLE” AREA,

ARE SHALLOW AND CAMN BE POLLUTED EF\SILY, INPROPER’DISPOaAL’ Or HAZAP.DQUS N

WASTE FOR THE PAST 30 SOME YEARS IS OILY MOW BECOMING BETTER UMDERSTOOD.

HAzARDOUS WASTE HAS BEEN DUMPED ON OUR MESAS AMD OUR ARROYOS, ALONS
RIVER Bﬁﬁks'AND'DiTCHES, ALOﬁG HIGHWAYS, IN VACANT LOTS, Im'LunU ALLS'1‘
AND SEWERS, AND IN ALLEYS FOR mANY VEARS. < IT IS’ PROBABLE THAT MIGRATION
D LEACHING OF SUCH WASTES INTO Tnc GRObdD WATER TAKES MORE TI*é'Iﬂj
THIS AREA THAN IT HObL? IN THE E\STcRN bm11zn STATES DUE TO THE ﬁsaeé§_'
AN UAL PPECIDIIATIGNL TdtR ORE, JE MAY YcT FEEL TmE-PCLLurfan,zﬁéxtfff
I ouR HATCR SUPPLIES CAUSED BY IMPROPER DUMPING DURING THE PAST SEVERAL
DECADES. VE KO OF: SOﬁ Or THIS, AS EVIDENCED BY THE POLLUTION AMﬂL”“:D   ;
1w Tvo CITy WATER HCLLS AND A NUMBtR OF PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIPS HE Tu"_* !
VALLEY AREA. As You »Kmow, _THIS SPECIFIC ‘ISSUE HAS BEEH DESICHAVED ¢
S | | Ok

UNDER THE SUPERFUND PROGRAM.
HAZARDOUS WASTES FROM LARGER GENERATORS DO NOT REPRESENT A SCRIOUS

| PROBLEM INASMUCH AS THEY ARE PROBABLY REASONABLY WELL rnrnrr”rrn,v

LICENSED AND REGULATED UNDERfTHE‘FEDERALfSTATE HAZARDOUS'tASTE Ppwro 01,

i




TIEREFORE, THE MAJORITY OF THE UNREGULATED HAZARDOUS WASTES 1M THIS
AREA - COAE FROM HOUSEHOLDS AND SMAI .. BUSINESSES WHICH ARE NOT SUBJEC
TO THE FEDERAL-STATE PROGRAM PEQUIR_HZHTS. - As YET, WE HAVE N0 SYSTZH
FOR REGULATING THE STORAGEs TRANSPORTATICN, TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL
OF SUCH WASTES, THEREFORE THEY ARE VARIOUSLY DISCARBED INTO LAHD DFILLS
AND SEWERS AS WELL AS STREWN ON OUR MESAS AND VALLEY LANDSCAPES,

| I BELIEVE THE DRAFTING AND ENACTMENT OF THE  HAZARDOUS | HASTE'
PROVISIGNS OF THE FEDERAL RESDQRCE'"CONSERVATION "Anp  Recovery - AcT
INADVERTENTLY PRECIPITATED A HMAJOR PROBLEM IN THAT IT FAILED TO TAKE
APPROPRIATE NOTicE OF‘THE ESSENTIAL ROLE OF LOCAL GOVERMNME NTAL ENTITIES
IN THE MAMAGEMENT OF fMZARDDUS HASTrq, AND EFFECTIVE HAZARDOUS WASTE -
MANAGENENT HUST RCPRESFVT A COORDINATED PARTHERSHIP INVOLVINP F"”ERAL,.
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNV NTS, AS WELL AS GENERATORS; “TRANSPGRTERS

DISPOSAL FACILITY - OPERATIGN AND VARIQUS CITI;_EN GROUPS. ITs G;JLY"

Y

REASOMABLE TO COMCLUDE THAT LOCAL GOVERMNENTAL OFFICIALS MAY DE - TH
FIRST TO KNOW OF HAZARDOUS WASTEvIﬁCIDENFS, MAY BE THE FIRST ON THE
scEéc MAY BE THE FIRST TO BE CONTACTED FOR RELIABLE INFORMAT \v, AMD
ARE EXPECTED TO ‘INSURE CLEAH UP FOLLOMING A SPILL. o o
- Is THE Aubua nea@u: (AREA, VE ARE CDESIGNING. A ﬁA?-??PUs  HASTE
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM TO ENHANCE AND COMPLEMENT THE FEDERAL-STATE D‘CCRAﬂ,i_'
BUT 1SUCH A PRQuRAﬁ IS NOT ENV£°IONFD OR ENCOURAGED ~ THROUGH THE
FEDERAL-STATE PROGRAM, NOR DOES IT RECEIVE PLANNING' AND LMPLEMENTATION
FUNDING. | o -
As YET, | DO NOT FEEL THAT STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS In New ﬁEXICO'

ARE SUITABLY PREPARED TO HANDLE A SIGHNIFICANT HAZARDOUS WASTE INCIRES
THE LAST flew Fexrco. LEGISLATURE ENAbTrD A HAZARDOUS WASTE 'ACT WHICH
DOES MNOT ADEQUATELY ENVISIOJ THE ESSﬁuTIAL ROLE oF LOCAL GOv )n“”ﬂT>'

~ ReaListrcairy, HAzARDous WASTE-INCIDENTS IH_THIS AREA MUST BE HAM LL._ 




INITIALLY, AND PERHAPS Of A CONTINUING BASIS, BY LOCAL POLICE AND FIRE
OFFICIALS WHO HAVE %w MANPOWER, THE EQUIPHENT, AMD THE TRAINING To
REACT TO SUCH AN E?é'fcuc STATE'OFFICIALS COULD NOT POSSIBLY RES Cnd
Ol THE PROPER SCALE OR IH THE PROPER “TiMEFRAHE Ex PECTED TO OFFER

CONSULTATION AND COO2DINATION UNTIL SOME HOURS AFTER-THE-FACT, Uuaf
Citv OFFICE oOF EiEDS NCY  PREPAREDNESS HAS VWORKED WITH LOCAL LAW
_ ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS, FiBE :cxcia{s,. AND" OTHERS LAPGFLY oM ITS oy
VOLITION, Bur REALISTICALLY, THERE CONTINUES TO BE INSUFFICIENT PLAsvsz

AMD COOCR DI]%TION WITH STAT;_ AHD FEDERAL OrFICIALS “““““ PROBABLY’ DUE

d

"TO THE STA(UuTORY AND REGULATORY DLSIGﬂ OF THE_FEDERAL—STAT: Haza
WASTE ProGRAM. | | o |
REGRETABLY, A PUBLIC AND OFFICIAL ATTITUDE HAS DEVELOPED TH”OUGHGUT_
OUR NATION THAT STORAGE AND TRA\srrR,' TRH‘SPORTATIOV AND TRCA,thT,. |
AND DISPOSAL OF:HAZARDdUS WAS TE 'SHOULD BE HAMDLED BY THE PRIVATE secrca{v
I FuLLy SUPPORT‘THIS~WHEN THE PRIVAfE SECTOR IS ABLE AND VHLLIﬂG*TOA
EFFECTIVELY HAMDLE THE TASK AND MAKE A PROFIT IN S0 DOING, Iy RS AREA
SUCH AS THIS,' PRIVATE SECTOR IMVOLVEMENT HAS THUS FA? FAILED To
MATERIALIZE., IT IS INTER RESTING TO NOTE THA?‘ WE -HQVF LONG ACCEPTE =D
THE FACT THAT.SOLID.QASTE MANAGFFCH CAN BE P\NDLED “Y LOCAvaDVFQ”*LWfﬁ
LIQUID WASTE CAN BE HANDLED BY LOCAL. GoszanNT, AND AIR POLLUTICON -
MANAGEMENT THROUGH MASS ~TRANSIT MECHANISMS CAN BE HANDLED BY LOCAL
GOVERNMENT . But cUR:ousLY, HAZARDOUS ~ WASTE MAmAGEHENT TR;§T§EWTi‘

FACILITIES HAVE FREQUENTLY NOT BEEN SEEN IN‘THE SAME LIGHT.

IN THE ALBUQUERDUF APEA WE ARE NOW TAKING INITIAL STEPS TO PROPOSE - "

'GOVERMMENTAL FUNDING FOR A PROPE RLY LOCATED HAZARDOUS WASTE = STORAGE -
 AND TRANSFER STATION AMD A PROPERLY LOCATED TREATdhﬂT AMD DISPO -
OPERATION.  AS AN ENVIRONMENTALIST, 1 PREFER . THE PROPtR n«w\ésmsmr

AND REGULATION OF SUCH OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA OVER THE PRESENT




TMDISCRIP IJATE AND = DANGEROUS  DUMPING OF HAZARDOUS VIASTE I}M  OuRr
hNVlROYf NT. THERE 1MAY 'BE THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD HAVE

SUcCil HAZARDOUS WASTE MAMAGEMENT FACILITIES IN THIS AREA. BUT | sus EST

¥

THAT SUCH FACILITIES ARE MORE DESIRABLE THAW THE CURREMNT FPACTICES
WHICH POLLUTE OUR ENVIRONMENT,

We sHouLD HOPE THAT LPA, THROUGH REGULATION, COMSULTATION, RESEARCH,
DEMONSTRATIOV AND FUNDING WOULD ENSURE THE DEVELOPH ENT OF WASTE EXCHANGE,l
RECYCLING, RESCURCE RECOVERY, AND CHANGES IN MANUFACTURING PROCESSI
DESIGNED TO ELIMINATE SOME HAZARDOUS WASTES AS EMD PRODUCTS AS supeazéa
ALTERMATIVES TO "SECURE LANDFILL DISPOSAL”. o

SemaTOR  DomeEnicl, MR, RUCKELSHAUS, 1IN -chszmé, LET mE' SIHPLY
SUMMARIZE MY TESTIMONY BY EWPHASIZING THE NEED Fcé A PARTNERSHIP'wITH
LOCAL GOVcRVMtuT IF HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAMS ARE TO EFF ECTIVELY PROTEC
OUR ENVIRONMENT AND THE PUBL;C s HEALTH. | |

THAMA YOu.

LARRY J. Goropown

DIRECTOR

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
& EneERGY DEPARTMENT




