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THE 1968 REPORT OF THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, RESEARCH,

AND DEVELOPMENT OBSERVED THAT, "POPULATION MUST COME UNDER CONTROL

AND BE STABILIZED AT SOME NUMBER WHICH CIVILIZATION CAN AGREE UPON.

OTHERWISE, THE BEST USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES WILL BE INADEQUATE

AND THE APOCALYPTIC FORCES OF DISEASE AND FAMINE WILL DOMINATE

THE EARTH."

IN 1969 THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES ISSUED A REPORT,

RESOURCES AND MAN, WHICH CONCLUDED THAT A WORLD POPULATION OF

10 BILLION "IS CLOSE TO (IF NOT ABOVE) THE MAXIMUM THAT AN INTEN-

SIVELY MANAGED WORLD MIGHT HOPE TO SUPPORT WITH SOME DEGREE OF

COMFORT AND INDIVIDUAL CHOICE."

IN 1972, THE U. S. COMMISSION ON POPULATION GROWTH AND THE

AMERICAN FUTURE, CHAIRED BY JOHN D, ROCKEFELLER, III, CONCLUDED,

"WE HAVE LOOKED FOR, AND HAVE NOT FOUND, ANY CONVINCING ECONOMIC

ARGUMENTS FOR CONTINUED NATIONAL POPULATION GROWTH. THE HEALTH

OF OUR ECONOMY DOES NOT DEPEND ON IT. THE VITALITY OF BUSINESS

DOES NOT DEPEND ON IT." THIS REPORT ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT "IMMI-

GRATION LEVELS NOT BE INCREASED "• I I

IN 1974, THEN CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN ISSUED A

PREPARED FOR PRESENTATION AT THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY'S
WESTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE, APRIL 3-6, 1982, AT ASILOMAR
CONFERENCE CENTER, MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA.
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PROCLAMATION ON WORLD POPULATION STABILIZATION, THAT "THE U.S.

CAN ONLY BECOME WEAKER WITH BURGEONING POPULATION. WE NEED SOUND

POPULATION POLICIES TODAY AS NEVER BEFORE."

ESTIMATING THAT THE WORLD'S POPULATION COULD STABILIZE AT

10.5 BILLION BY THE YEAR 2110, A 1981 UNITED NATIONS REPORT WARNS

OF THE IMPLICATIONS OF SUCH GROWTH. "THOUGH THE 10.5 BILLION

....IS LESS ALARMIST THAN THE FIGURES PROJECTED BY OTHER STUDIES/'

THE REPORT NOTES, "IT STILL MEANS THAT THE GLOBAL POPULATION

' WOULD HAVE GROWN TO BE TWO AND ONE-HALF TIMES LARGER THAN THE

PRESENT 4.4 BILLION ... EVEN DURING THE PRESENT CENTURY, WE MIGHT

NOT BE ABLE TO CLAIM TO HAVE PROVIDED FOR THE BASIC NEEDS OF

NEARLY HALF OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION."

MORE RECENTLY THAN THE PREVIOUSLY CITED POPULATION REPORTS,

THE GLOBAL 2000 REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT, SUBMITTED IN 1980 BY

THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT AND COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY,

INDICATED THAT IF PRESENT TRENDS CONTINUE THE WORLD IN 2000 WILL

BE MORE CROWDED, MORE POLLUTED, LESS STABLE ECOLOGICALLY, AND

MORE VULNERABLE TO DISRUPTION THAN THE WORLD WE LIVE IN NOW.

SERIOUS STRESSES INVOLVING POPULATION, RESOURCES, AND ENVIRONMENT

ARE CLEARLY VISIBLE AHEAD. DESPITE GREATER MATERIAL OUTPUT,

THE WORLD'S PEOPLE WILL BE POORER IN MANY WAYS THAN THEY ARE

TODAY.

FOR HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF THE DESPERATELY POOR, THE OUTLOOK

FOR FOOD AND OTHER NECESSITIES OF LIFE WILL BE NO BETTER. FOR

MANY IT WILL BE WORSE. BARRING REVOLUTIONARY ADVANCES IN TECH-

NOLOGY, LIFE FOR MOST POEPLE ON EARTH WILL BE MORE PRECARIOUS

IN 2000 THAN IT IS NOW — UNLESS THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD ACT

DECISIVELY TO ALTER CURRENT TRENDS.
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THIS, IN ESSENCE, IS THE PICTURE EMERGING FROM THE U.S.

GOVERNMENT'S PROJECTIONS OF PROBABLE CHANGES IN WORLD POPULATION,

RESOURCES, AND ENVIRONMENT BY THE END OF THE CENTURY AS PRESENTED

IN THE GLOBAL 2000 STUDY. THEY DO NOT PREDICT THE WORST SCENARIO.

RATHER, THEY DEPICT CONDITIONS THAT ARE LIKELY TO DEVELOP IF

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN PUBLIC POLICIES, INSTITUTIONS, OR RATES

OF TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCE, AND IF THERE ARE NO WARS OR OTHER MAJOR

DISRUPTIONS. A KEENER AWARENESS OF THE NATURE OF THE CURRENT

TRENDS, HOWEVER, MAY INDUCE CHANGES THAT WILL ALTER THESE TRENDS

AND THE PROJECTED OUTCOME.

THE GLOBAL 2000 REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT STRESSES THAT RAPID

POPULATION GROWTH WORLDWIDE IS A MAJOR FACTOR CONTRIBUTING TO

RESOURCE AND ENERGY SHORTAGES AND TO ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE WHICH

MAY BECOME IRREVERSIBLE IN THE NEXT 20 YEARS, UNLESS CURRENT

POLICIES AND PROGRAMS CHANGE.

PRINCIPAL FINDINGS OF THE REPORT INDICATE THAT MORE SERIOUS

PROBLEMS WILL CONTINUE DEVELOPING IN TERMS OF WORLDWIDE FOOD

PRODUCTION, AVAILABILITY OF AGRICULTURAL LANDS, PETROLEUM PRODUCTION,

DEPLETION OF NON-RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES, WATER SHORTAGES,

SIGNIFICANT LOSSES OF WORLD FORESTS, SERIOUS DETERIORATION OF

AGRICULTURE SOILS, ATMOSPHERIC CONCENTRATIONS OF CARBON DIOXIDE

AND OZONE-DEPLETING CHEMICALS, AMD EXTINCTIONS OF PLANT AND ANIMAL

SPECIES.

AS RECENTLY AS THIS PAST JULY, PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN JOINED

WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL LEADERS IN SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO STEM

INTERMATIONAL POPULATION GROWTH. MEETING WITH THE HEADS OF STATE

OF CANADA, GERMANY, JAPAN, THE UNITED KINGDOM, ITALY AND FRANCE

IN OTTAWA, REAGAN JOINED IN A POLICY STATEMENT THAT READS, IN



PART: "WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF WORLD

POPULATION GROWTH, ... WE RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE ISSUES

AND WILL PLACE GREATER EMPHASIS ON INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS IN THESE

AREAS,"

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THE UNITED STATES HAS ENDORSED

THE ADOPTION OF INTERNATIONAL POPULATION POLICIES OR RESOLUTIONS

CALLING FOR INDIVIDUAL NATIONS TO ADOPT NATIONAL POLICIES. THE

UNITED STATES REMAINS AMONG THOSE FEW COUNTRIES WITHOUT ITS OWN

OFFICIAL POPULATION COORDINATION AND STABILIZATION MECHANISM,

ABOUT FOUR MILLION MORE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE U.S.

POPULATION SINCE THE FINAL TABULATION OF THE 1980 CENSUS, PUSHING

THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION MARK WELL ABOVE 230 MILLION, ACCORDING

TO THE CENSUS BUREAU. THE BUREAU SAYS THE JANUARY 1, 1982, TOTAL

IS ALMOST 2.2 MILLION HIGHER THAN THE 1982 NEW YEAR'S DAY FIGURE,

PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF A NATIONAL READERSHIP SURVEY BY THE

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION (NWF), SHOW THAT POPULATION GROWTH

RANKS SECOND AS A PRIORITY ISSUE AMONG NWF MEMBERS, THE NUMBER

ONE RANKING CONCERN IS THREATS TO THE NATION'S ENVIRONMENTAL

REGULATIONS.

ONE OF EVERY SIX BABIES BORN IN THE UNITED STATES IS BORN

TO AN UNWED MOTHER, REPRESENTING AN INCREASE OF 50 PERCENT IN

THE NUMBER OF OUT-OF-WEDLOCK BIRTHS OVER THE LAST DECADE. MOST

OF THE MOTHERS ARE YOUNG AND POOR; ABOUT HALF OF THEM ARE BLACK.

IN ADDITION TO CREATING INCREASED PRESSURES ON SOCIAL PROGRAMS

(SUCH AS AID TO FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN), THE GROWING

NUMBER OF BIRTHS TO TEENAGERS POSE VERY REAL HEALTH PROBLEMS.

MANY BABIES ARE DELIVERED WITH LOW BIRTHWEIGHTS, MANY ARE PRE-

MATURE, AND FIRST-YEAR MORTALITY RATES ARE HIGHER COMPARED TO
RATES FOR OLDER, MARRIED MOTHERS.
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WLTHOUT SOME IMPROVEMENTS IN EFFORTS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF

TEENAGE, UNWED AND UNWANTED PREGNANCIES, THE COSTS TO SOCIETY --

IN HEALTH CARE, WELFARE BENEFITS AND SOCIAL ALIENATION -- WILL

ONLY CONTINUE TO GROW MORE BURDENSOME,

NEW REGULATIONS PUBLISHED RECENTLY BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES WOULD REQUIRE FEDERALLY FUNDED FAMILY

PLANNING CLINICS TO NOTIFY THE PARENTS OF TEENAGERS UNDER THE

AGE OF 18 WHEN PRESCRIPTION DRUGS OR DEVICES ARE PROVIDED, A

RECENT STUDY BY THE ALAN GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE SHOWS THAT 25 PER-

CENT OF THOSE TEENAGERS SURVEYED WOULD STOP SEEKING PRESCRIPTION

CONTRACEPTIVES IF FORCED TO NOTIFY THEIR PARENTS, ONLY TWO

PERCENT SAID THEY WOULD STOP SEXUAL ACTIVITY, IN 1979, THE

GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE ESTIMATED THAT FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES

AVERTED NEARLY 400,000 UNINTENDED TEENAGE PREGNANCIES. THE PRO-

POSED REGULATIONS, MANY FAMILY PLANNING ADVOCATES BELIEVE, WOULD

ONLY EXACERBATE THE INCIDENCE OF TEENAGE PREGNANCY AND ABORTION.

THE PER CAPITA DESTRUCTION OF OUR ENVIRONMENT THROUGHOUT

THE WORLD HAS BEEN GREATER DURING THE PAST 35 YEARS THAN EVER

IN HISTORY; AND, IN THIS RECENT PERIOD, WE HAVE WITNESSED A GREATER

TOLL ON OUR ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES THAN THE SUM TOTAL SINCE

MAN HAS BEEN ON EARTH. THS HUMAN ANIMAL'S CAPACITY TO SURVIVE

AND FUNCTION HAS EVOLVED OVER MILLIONS OF YEARS WITHIN A PARTICULAR

SET OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS. WE ARE NOW ALTERING THAT ENVIRON-

MENT WITH LITTLE UNDERSTANDING AND OFTEN LITTLE CONCERN REGARDING

THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR ACTIONS.
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OVER ONE MILLION YEARS PASSED BEFORE THE POPULATION OF OUR

SPECIES REACHED THE ONE BILLION MARK AROUND 1850, ONLY 80 YEARS

PASSED BEFORE THE SECOND BILLION MARK WAS REACHED, AND IN THE

LAST 45 YEARS THE POPULATION AGAIN DOUBLED TO 4 3ILLI0N, THE

PRESENT WORLD POPULATION IS GROWING SO RAPIDLY THAT THE 5TH, 6TH,

7TH, 8TH, AND MOST OF THE 9TH BILLIONS WILL BE ADDED TO THE POPULA-

TION WITHIN THE NEXT 40 YEARS IF THE CURRENT RATE OF INCREASE

IS MAINTAINED. WHEN WE CONSIDER THE PROBLEMS OF HUNGER, POVERTY,

RESOURCES DEPLETION, AND OVER-CROWDING AMONG THE RESIDENTS OF

OUR PLANET TODAY, THE FUTURE OF HUMAN WELFARE LOOKS GRIM INDEED.

ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL LANDS STUDY, DOMESTIC

AND INTERNATIONAL DEMAND FOR FARM PRODUCTS IS EXPECTED TO INCREASE

BY AS MUCH AS 85% DURING THE NEXT 20 YEARS, WHILE THE UNITED

STATES IS IRREVERSIBLY CONVERTING THREE MILLION ACRES OF FARM-

LAND TO OTHER USES EACH YEAR. SHOPPING CENTERS, HIGHWAYS, '

INDUSTRIAL PARKS, SCHOOLS AND OTHER PUBLIC BUILDINGS, AND SUB-

DIVISIONS CONTINUE TO GOBBLE UP SOME OF OUR MOST FERTILE AGRI-

CULTURAL AREAS AT ALARMING RATES. EACH DAY, TWELVE SQUARE MILES

OF AGRICULTURAL LANDS ARE CONVERTED TO OTHER USES. WE SHOULD

BE AS CONCERNED OVER THE LOSS OF PRIME AGRICULTURAL LANDS AS

WE ARE OVER ENERGY SHORTAGES.

IN THE PAST, AMERICA HAS LOST FARM LAND EQUAL TO THE TOTAL

AREA OF VERMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, MASSACHUSETTS, RHODE ISLAND,

CONNECTICUT, NEW JERSEY, AND DELAWARE. AN AREA OF PRIME FARM

LAND EQUIVALENT TO THE ENTIRE STATE OF INDIANA MAY BE PAVED OVER

BETWEEN NOW AND THE TURN OF THE CENTURY. ALL OF THE PRIME FARM

LAND LEFT IN REAL ESTATE-CRAZY FLORIDA WILL PROBABLY DISAPPEAR;
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AND CALIFORNIA, THE BIGGEST FARM STATE, WILL LOSE UP TO 15 PERCENT

OF ITS BEST FARM LAND.

THE FRONTIERS ARE GONE AND THE LOSS OF CROP LAND IS PROCEEDING

AT A RATE THAT WILL DESTROY THE BALANCE BETWEEN FOOD AND PEOPLE.

ASPHALT HAS BEEN TERMED "THE LAND'S LAST CROP."

POPULATION PRESSURES ON NATURAL RESOURCES CONTRIBUTE TO INTER-

NATIONAL AGGRESSION TO OBTAIN RESOURCES, AND CAUSE NATIONS TO

SEEK ADDITIONAL "LIVING SPACE" THROUGH'INTERNATIONAL AGGRESSION.

THE PROBLEMS OF RESOURCES DEPLETION AND OVER-POPULATION HEIGHTEN

THE CHANCES OF GLOBAL INSTABILITY AND NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST. THERE

IS NO GREATER POSSIBILITY OF REDUCING THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR WAR

THAN THROUGH STABILIZING POPULATION.

DESERTIFICATION IS SUBJECTING MILLIONS OF PEOPLE TO POOR

NUTRITION, DISEASE, AND STARVATION.

OVER-FISHING is LEADING TO REDUCED CATCHES.

OVER-PUMPING IS LEADING TO WATER SHORTAGES.

DESTRUCTION OF TROPICAL FORESTS IS LEADING TO CLIMATIC CHANGES,

FLOODING AND SPECIES DESTRUCTION.

OVER-GRAZING IS LEADING TO STARVATION AND EROSION.

• POPULATION INCREASES ARE OUT-STRIPPING THE PRODUCTION OF

COMMODITY AFTER COMMODITY ON A PER-CAPITA BASIS.
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THE CONTINUED DESTRUCTION OF PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES, AND

OF THEIR GENETIC HERITAGE, MAY DISTORT THE FUTURE COURSE OF EVOL-

UTION AND GENETIC DIVERSITY ON THIS PLANET, POPULATION INCREASES

ARE CREATING PRESSURES TO EXPLOIT THE LIMITED REMAINING AREAS

OF THIS NATION AND THE WORLD. POPULATION INCREASES NOT ONLY LOWER

THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR*HUMANS, BUT ARE THE PRINCIPAL REASON FOR

THE EXTINCTION OF MANY PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES,

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES REPORTS THAT WE ARE LOSING

JUNGLES AT SUCH AN UNEXPECTEDLY RAPID RATE THAT IT RAISES THE ALARM

FOR AN EMERGENCY GLOBAL EFFO'RT TO EASE THE IMPACT. THE NATIONAL

RESEARCH COUNCIL, THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES' RESEARCH AGENCY,

WARNS THAT, "THE DESTRUCTION OF THESE VAST ECOSYSTEMS WITHOUT DEV-

ELOPMENT OF WAYS FOR REPLACING THEM WITH OTHERS EQUALLY PRODUCTIVE

FOREDOOMS A LARGE PORTION OF THE HUMAN RACE TO MISERY AND PORTENDS

INSTABILITY FOR THE ENTIRE GLOBE BY THE YEAR 2000," TROPICAL RAIN

FORESTS HAVE BEEN THE PREMIER ENVIRONMENT FOR EVOLUTION, HAVE SUPPLIED

A HOST OF MATERIALS AND FOOD PLANTS, ARE A MAJOR SOURCE OF NEW NATURAL

PRODUCTS, ARE IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN THE PLANET'S CLIMATIC SYSTEM,

AND ARE KEY REGULATORS OF WATER SUPPLY, THEY HAVE COVERED SO

MUCH LAND THAT THEIR LOSS MIGHT. SIGNIFICANTLY CHANGE ENERGY

BALANCES THAT INFLUENCE WEATHER AND EXACERBATE THE ACCUMULATION

OF HEAT-ABSORBING CARBON DIOXIDE IN THE ATMOSPHERE. THE NATIONAL

RESEARCH COUNCIL ESTIMATES THAT THIS APPALLING AND UNNECESSARY

DESTRUCTION AFFECTS AN AREA THE SIZE OF MASSACHUSETTS EVERY MONTH.
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IT IS PARADOXICAL THAT WE READ OF RESOURCE SHORTAGES RATHER

THAN PEOPLE SURPLUSES — AS IF THE EARTH IS TO BLAME. AND WE

COMMONLY SPEAK OF AIR AND WATER POLLUTION, RATHER THAN PEOPLE

POLLUTION.

RHETORIC TO THE CONTRARY, EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT THE MAJORITY

OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLE LIVE IN COUNTRIES WHOSE GOVERNMENTS OPENLY

INDICATE THEIR DESIRES TO LOWER THE RATE OF POPULATION INCREASE.

BIRTH RATES HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED IN MANY OF THE

DEVELOPING NATIONS OF THE WORLD. POOR, ILLITERATE PEOPLE CAN

BE TAUGHT THAT THE RATE OF REPRODUCTION MUST BE DECREASED TO

IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THEIR LIFE AND WORLD SECURITY.

NEARLY ONE-HALF OF THE WORLD'S COUPLES GO TO BED EACH

NIGHT UNPROTECTED FROM UNPLANNED OR UNWANTED PREGNANCIES.

IMMIGRATION, BOTH LEGAL AND ILLEGAL, ACCOUNTS FOR AT LEAST

50 PERCENT OF U.S. POPULATION GROWTH, IF THIS CONTINUES, WE

WILL SEE NO END TO POPULATION GROWTH IN THE UNITED STATES DESPITE

THE CURRENT RESPONSIBLE ATTITUDE BEING DISPLAYED TOWARD FAMILY

SIZE BY COUPLES IN THEIR REPRODUCTIVE YEARS. IMMIGRATION POLICIES

MUST BE BASED ON CURRENT CONDITIONS, NOT THOSE OF THE PAST CENTURY

WHEN WE STILL HAD A FRONTIER AND WERE NOT ALREADY EXCEEDING OUR

CARRYING CAPACITY. MORE THAN HALF THE POPULATION OF SOME LESSER

DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WOULD LIKE TO COME TO THE UNITED STATES.

THE SITUATION HAS CHANGED FROM THE TIME WE HAD A BIG, EMPTY COUNTRY

AND AN ECONOMIC NEED FOR SETTLERS. THINGS HAVE CHANGED SINCE

1883 WHEN EMMA LAZARUS PENNED THE WORDS MOUNTED ON THE STATUE

OF LIBERTY:

"GIVE ME YOUR TIRED, YOUR POOR, YOUR HUDDLED MASSES,

YEARNING TO BREATHE FREE."
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NOW, THE U.S. POPULATION IS SOME H% TIMES WHAT IT WAS WHEN THOSE

NOBLE THOUGHTS WERE WRITTEN, AND WE NOW BETTER UNDERSTAND THE

DELETERIOUS IMPACT OF POPULATION GROWTH OUT-STRIPPING RESOURCES,

THE U.S. WOULD NOW BE CLOSE TO ZERO POPULATION GROWTH WERE IT

NOT FOR IMMIGRATION OF INDIVIDUALS, MANY OF WHOM HAVE HIGH BIRTH-

RATE PATTERNS. A NATION CANNOT BE A NATION WITHOUT A BORDER,

THE UNITED STATES TOOK IN MORE ALIENS LAST YEAR THAN ALL OTHER

COUNTRIES COMBINED. THE NUMBER OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS ENTERING

THE UNITED STATES COULD REACH 161 MILLION DURING THE NEXT TWENTY

YEARS. THESE POPULATION PRESSURES ARE ALREADY BEING FELT AMONG

THE MINORITIES IN OUR SOCIETY. THE U.S. MIGHT BE CONSIDERED

THE WORLD'S MOST OVER-POPULATED NATION IF WE COMPARE RESOURCES

CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA.

POPULATION PRESSURES IN LARGE AREAS OF OUR NATION HAVE LED

TO THE MINING OF WATER WITHOUT IT BEING REPLENISHED AT THE RATE

IT IS BEING UTILIZED. PERHAPS THE BEST EXAMPLE OF THIS IS IN

THE OGALLALA AQUIFER UNDERLYING VAST AREAS OF SEVERAL WESTERN

STATES, IN WHICH THE WATER TABLE IS FALLING BETWEEN TWO AND FIVE

FEET PER YEAR, AND THE ACQUIFER COULD BE EXHAUSTED IN FORTY YEARS.

MUCH OF THE SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES HAS BEEN TERMED AN

"OASIS CIVILIZATION" THAT DEPENDS ON A FEW RIVERS, PARTICULARLY

THE COLORADO. FOR SOME TWENTY YEARS, THE COLORADO'S ONCE-AWESOME

FLOW HAS BEEN OVER-UTILIZED TO THE EXTENT THAT NONE OF IT REACHES

ITS NATURAL OUTLET INTO THE GULF OF CALIFORNIA.
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CALIFORNIA FARMERS ARE REPORTED TO PUMP 652 BILLION GALLONS

MORE THAN IS REPLENISHED EACH YEAR.

ONCE PRISTINE, HIGH MOUNTAIN LAKES AND STREAMS IN THE ROCKY

MOUNTAINS ARE RECEIVING ACID RAIN AND SNOW PRIMARILY DUE TO

POLLUTION FROM POWER PLANTS, THE SAME AS THOSE IN THE ADIRONDACKS

IN WHICH FISH ARE BEING KILLED BY ACID RAIN.

WITHIN THE PAST DECADE I HAVE CONTINUED TO EXPRESS CONCERN

ABOUT THE PROBLEMS OF OVER-POPULATION IN MY STATE AND IN THE

SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES AND THE SO-CALLED SUN BELT IN GENERAL.

FACTORS BEYOND OUR IMMEDIATE CONTROL ARE CAUSING MILLIONS OF

PEOPLE TO MIGRATE FROM THE FROST BEST TO THE SUN BELT. EXCEPT

FOR THE PROBLEMS OF CLIMATE, THIS MIGRATION AND THE RESULTING

OVER-POPULATION IS SERVING TO TRANSFER THE PROBLEMS MANY OF THESE

MIGRANTS ARE ATTEMPTING TO LEAVE. WE IN THE SOUTHWEST ARE

DEVELOPING SERIOUS POLLUTION OF OUR AIR, WATER, AND LAND. WE

ARE WITNESSING SERIOUS DETERIORATION OF THE FRAGILE ENVIRONMENT

IN OUR VALLEYS, MESAS, AND MOUNTAINS, UNEMPLOYMENT IS INCREASING

AND HOMICIDES HAVE BECOME MORE COMMON THAN AUTOMOBILE DEATHS

IN THE LARGEST CITY IN MY STATE. THESE AND OTHER UNDESIRABLE

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND HEALTH PROBLEMS ARE THE KNOWN AND EXPECTED

MANIFESTATIONS OF MIGRATION TO THE SUN BELT AND THE RESULTANT

OVER-POPULATION.
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PERHAPS POPULATIONS SHOULD BE VIEWED SOMETHING LIKE A GIANT

AMOEBA, CONSTANTLY PUSHING, PROBING, EXPANDING, GROWING, ENGULFING,

AND FINALLY DESTROYING IN ITS WAKE. AN ENVIRONMENTAL BARRIER

TO SUCH OVER-POPULATION MAY TEND TO HALT ITS GROWTH AND MOVEMENT

UNLESS IT CAN EXPAND AND MOVE IN ANOTHER DIRECTION. IT SEEMS

SENSELESS TO ME TO KEEP ATTEMPTING TO ADAPT THE ENVIRONMENT, THE

ECONOMY, AND NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES TO OVER-POPULATION WHEN THE

MORE RATIONAL APPROACH WOULD BE TO EXERT GREATER EFFORTS TO CONTROLLIN

THIS GIANT AMOEBA OF OVER-POPULATION WHILE WE STILL HAVE SOME

DEGREE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REMAINING,

ABOUT A DECADE BACK, THE OLD LIFE MAGAZINE CARRIED AN EDITORIAL

CONCERNING OVER-POPULATION TITLED, "WON'T ANYBODY HEAR THE AWFUL

TRUTH?" WELL, THE AWFUL TRUTH STILL ISN'T BEING HEARD, POLITICAL

LEADERS CONTINUE TO CRY FOR MORE GROWTH WHILE MAKING FUTILE ATTEMPTS*

TO SOLVE PROBLEMS CREATED BY OR RELATED TO OVER-POPULATION, THE

PROBLEMS INCLUDE THE ENERGY CRISIS, POLLUTION, HOUSING, CRIME,

HUNGER, CROWDING, DEFORESTATION, OVER-GRAZING, SPECIES EXTINCTION,

RESTRICTIONS ON INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, HEALTH THREATS, SOIL DEPLETION,

"LOSS OF AGRICULTURAL LANDS, AND WATER SHORTAGES.

OVER-POPULATION MUST BE VIEWED AS THE NUMBER ONE SOCIAL,

ECONOMIC, HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEM FACING THIS NATION

AND THE WORLD, TOO MANY POLITICAL LEADERS CONTINUE TO CONFUSE

PROGRESS WITH GROWTH,

A FEW YEARS AGO I COPIED SOMEONE'S REMARKS ABOUT "POPULLUTION"

AS RESULTING FROM TWO SELFISH DRIVES:

1) EXPLOITATION OF THE BLESSINGS OF THE EARTH IN THE

NAME OF SOMETHING CALLED PROGRESS, AND


