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This interview with Dr. Reynaldo Deveaux is being conducted at his office in
Taos, New Mexico by Jake Spidle, Ph.D., Department of History, The University
of New Mexico. About a year ago, Dr. Deveaux and two other long-time Taos
physicians were honored for about forty years of service in this community.

Spidle: 1I'd like to begin this interview by asking you something about
yourself, where you were born, your family upbringing, and your basic
schooling.

Deveaux: I was born in Vera Cruz, Mexico on January 6, 1918 and attended
primary, secondary and high school there. I then went to the University of
Mexico City School of Medicine. At that time it was the only university in
Mexico that offered a variety of studies: law, medicine, engineering. Before
graduating, in Mexico they require every student to serve in a rural community
away from any population center where there are no medical services, no drugs,
no medication of any kind. They give you a few necessary drugs for a six
months’ practice there. In return, you have to write a thesis about the
mordidity, mortality, living conditions in the community. You submit this to
the university and, in turn, the university gives it to the health department
in Mexico to take care of conditions in that community.

In my particular case, as President of the Student Council, I received a letter
from the Farm Home Administration in this country which asked for two doctors
who were finishing medical school to participate in a program they were
starting, one here in New Mexico, another in Louisiana. It was a kind of pilot
program for low income people--$1,500 or less a year. The government supplied
medications, doctor and dentist and nursing services, and hospital services.
Minimum charge to patients was $1.50 to $2.00; the maximum was, I believe, not
more than $100 a year. The government took care of all expenses. Originally,
I was to come to this country to tend the braceros coming from Mexico to the
United States. It was during thé war, and there was a shortage of doctors
here. This was the reason they wanted to start these programs. 1 asked the
Dean of my school whether I could receive credit by coming here instead of my
social service in Mexico and he said yes, I could, since I would be seeing a
large nucleus of the Spanish population. So that’s how I came here in
September 1942, with a contract for six months.

Our orientation was completely different. 1 came as part of this program along
with Dr. Arturo LaMonthe, another young man from Vera Cruz who finished school
with me. I looked around to see who was to come with me and chose him because
we were close friends. We stopped at El Paso where the main office was located
at that time, and they gave us directions to come here to Taos.

Spidle: What did you think of Taos?
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Deveaux: It was a shock, because in 1939 or 1940 I had spent three months
observing at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota, and I always thought I should come
back to do something here in the United States. This was that opportunity.

Spidle: But Taos, New Mexico was not Minnesota.

Deveaux: No, but it was a terrific experience because traveling in the
southern part, you see the arid region of the state, and the more north you go,
the vegetation and terrain start changing. We were very impressed with it
starting from Espanola to the top of the valley. It was most impressive to see
the open valley with mountains in the back. It was September and the

temperature was very nice.

Spidle: The people in El Paso didn’t just say, "There's the road; go north,
and godspeed?"

Deveaux: Well, I took some English in my high school years but I didn’t speak

- any English at all and neither did the other boy. We took most courses in

French and two years of German and one year of English because at that time the
idea was when you finished school you went to the Sorbonme in Paris or Milan in
Italy--some of the medical centers which were recognized. When we came to El
Paso, they told us to buy some warm clothes because the area where we were
headed was cold. We didn’'t realize what it was like here.

We -arrived on the Continental bus which stopped here at the corner of the Plaza
at 2:00 on a Sunday afternoon and nobody was waiting for us; we didn’t know
anyone. Finally, a man stopped to ask whether we were the doctors from Mexico
coming to work at the clinic. We said yes, and he said, "You have reservations
in the Travelers Hotel." We put our things away then returned to the Plaza to
look around. We walked into the drugstore and saw a man there who looked
Spanish. We asked him if he spoke Spanish and he said yes. We told him we
were doctors from Mexico coming to the program and asked where we could find
Mr. Fred Baca, who held a very important position here and subsequently became
mayor of the town. That was our introduction to the community. Later on Jimmy
Valentine, President of the Association we were working for, came to see us at
our hotel.

The next day we were introduced to Dr. Onstine, Medical Director of the
Association, and Dr. Al Rosen , who was in charge of surgery. Dr. Pond was in
India during the war. They explained our obligations to us. We were supposed
to be in the hospital for one month as surgical assistants, checking patients
in, delivering babies. The following month we were to travel four days a week
to rural clinics held in Costilla, Questa, Amalia and Penasco. It was
interesting and not very difficult for us because most of the people here spoke
Spanish. Very few Anglo families lived in the community at that time.

Spidle: So the idea was that, with doctors off to the war, they especially
needed help in the rural areas. They first put you in the hospital for a month
or so, and why was that? Did they more or less want to have a look at you?

Deveaux: No. We were needed as assistants in the hospital. Dr. Onstine was
getting on in years, he was in his seventies, I believe. There was plenty to
do there as well as in the surrounding towns. We were very busy; we started
seeing patients anywhere from 7:30 in the morning until 11:00 at night, and saw
sixty, seventy, eighty patients a day. There is an explanation for that.

There was nothing to do during wintertime in Taos and it was the same in the






