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The Shots for Tots
clinic held July 31,
2004 from 10-3 at the
Roswell Health office
was very successful.
131 immunizations
were given to 48 chil-
dren and 13 adults. A
jolly jump was donated
for the kids to have fun
on; WIC made smooth-
les with strawberries
and bananas donated
by Farmers Country
Market and Albert-
son’s. Over 200 hot-
dog and all the fixings
were served along with
cotton candy donated
by Lawrence Brothers
IGA. Pickles from Alco
and Popcorn from T&L
popcorn were served.
25 dozen cookies were
donated by Pan Dulce
Bakery. 200 Frisbees
were donated by KFC,
200 suckers from Im-
pact confections,
Penny Candy was
given by Ballew Broth-
ers, and Sonic and MC
Donald® donated cou-
pons for free drinks
which were put in bags
for each child to get af-
ter his/her shot. To
minimize the effect of

all these goodies Dr. Tay-
lor, Dr. Cathey and Kids
Care provided
toothbrushes for all. Pizza
Hut donated Pizza for vol-
unteers and staff, Pepsi
provided drinks for volun-
teers and staff, Culligan®
provided water for all at-
tendees, and Southeast-
ern Dairy Farms provided
milk and ice-cream bars
for all who wanted them.
Safer New Mexico was
here with the NM State
Police, MCH/Reach 2000
and the Eddy County
Sheriff ® Department con-
ducting a car seat check.
17 car seats were
checked between 10:00-
1:00. 9 car seats were
found to be defective and
replaced. The Roswell
Fire Department was on
hand with their big rig for
kids to see as well as
gave some immunizations
when things got really
busy. Wal-Mart gave us
money, Applebee’s do-
nated boxes of crayolas
and Yards for all seasons
paid the set up fee for the
Jolly Jump. The New
Mexico immunization coa-
lition provided bubble

Becky Frosh, Nurse Manager, Roswell

pens rubber duck bibs and
crayolas and coloring books.
Families FIRST was on hand
to promote their program,
and CMS had goodies to
give away. Chaves County
Extension provided their
germ glow to promote hand
washing and the 4-H group
Kountry Kids cooked and
served the hotdogs for us.
We had a total of 28 commu-
nity supporters who donated
money or items for our fair.
All said and done we are ex-
cited about the outcome and
community participation.

New Mexico Shots for Tots to
Teens Events help improve
awareness and raise Immuniza-
tion Rates in New Mexico.
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Hi All,

The Hepatitis Program has (finally!) a new program manager, Melissa Heinz-
Bennett. Melissa comes to the Hepatitis Program from HIV Prevention where
she was a health educator. Melissa' s first official day was August 2. Welcome,
Melissal

Melissajoins the program just in time to lead us forward with Governor
Richardson’s sudden focus on hepatitis C. In his New Mexico Comprehensive
Srategic Health Plan 2004- Building a Healthy New Mexico, the Governor
stresses prevention and early intervention, and initially chose four statewide
health status indicators (out of twenty such initiatives) for his special interest.
These favored four were childhood immunizations, obesity, teen pregnancy,
and youth suicide. However, due to the fine work of the Hepatitis C Alliance,
and Dr. Sanjeve Arora, who directs the University of New Mexico's ECHO
program (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes), Governor Richard-
son has been alerted to the magnitude of the problem of hepatitis C. Conse-
guently, hepatitis C was added to the Governor’s four favoriteinitiativesin the
Comprehensive Srategic Health Plan (only hours before publication of the
Plan), and now the Governor has afavored five initiatives!

This is a great turn of events. With Governor Richardson supporting the
prevention and early intervention of hepatitis C the Departments of
Health and Corrections can anticipate an allocation of new resources
across those programs that address the hepatitis C and its effects.

Currently, the hepatitis C strategic planning/working group at the DOH is |ook-
ing into the possibility of the Departments of Health and Corrections partner-
ing with Dr. Aroraand UNM, and the Indian Health Service; together they
would eventually provide an appropriate “ comprehensive continuum of care’
for everyone infected, and treatment to everyone who meets hepatitis C treat-
ment criteria. This plan would be piloted for years one and two. Pilot plan out-
comes would be used to design and implement the plan in years 3 through 5.
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Other Hepatitis News:
VIS Update: CDC Issues Revised VIS For Hepatitis A Vaccine

On August 4, CDC issued arevised VIS for hepatitis A vaccine. The previous VIS
for hepatitis A vaccine was issued on 8/25/98. If you have VISs with that date, dis-
card them, and download and

print the revised VIS from either the NIP website or the |AC website. Currently,
only English-language versions of the revised VIS are available.

PLEASE NOTE: When hepatitis A vaccine is added to the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Program®injury table, presumably later in 2004, another hepatitis A vac-
cine VIS will beissued. To avoid large printing expenses, print off only as many of
the 8/4/04 V1Ss as you anticipate needing for the next several months.

To access a ready-to-copy (PDF) version of the 8/4/04 hepatitisA vaccine VIS
from the NI P website, go to: http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/V1S/vis-hep-a.
pdf

To access it from the IAC website, go to: http://www.immunize.org/vis/v-hepa.pdf
Vaccinating for HBV in Prisons and Jails Makes Sense:

In 2001, approximately 22,000 acute hepatitis B cases and 78,000 new hepatitis B
Vvirus

(HBV) infections occurred in the United States; an estimated 29% of these cases
were in persons who had been incarcerated previously. The majority of HBV infec-
tions among incarcerated persons are acquired in the community; however, infec-
tion also is transmitted within correctional settings. Hepatitis B vaccination of in-
carcerated persons is recommended to prevent transmission in correctional facili-
tiesand in previously incarcerated persons on their return to the community.

Vaccinating offendersin jails and prisons is feasible, and may prevent about 30%
of new acute hepatitis B cases in the United States.

See you next month! Clay
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Next Chili Classwill
bein Ruidoso in
October contact
Millie Aproda for

more information.
505-258-3252 Pl ;
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