The University of New Mexico
Graduate Medical Education

Operations Committee

27 January 2009

Chairs:

Ben Hoffman, MD, Gerald Charlton, MD

Present:
Bachofer, Busby, Bogenshutz, Charlton, Crookston, Clithero, Helitzer, Jensen, Kingsley, Lewis, Ogburn, Pohl, Rogers, Servilla, Sparkman 

Minutes 11/25/08

The minutes of the Operations Committee from 25 November 2008 were distributed, reviewed, and discussed.
Action:

The committee accepted the minutes as presented to the committee.

Institutional Accreditation 

Ben Hoffman, MD reviewed the ACGME institutional letter of accreditation dated 19 December 2008 with the committee.  The institution received favorable accreditation for a period of two years.  The letter contained nine citations.  A progress report on duty hours is required by 2 March 2009.  GMEC member attendance was a citation.  A member of the Resident Council is always expected to attend.  Faculty members and other members are requested to attend at least 10 of the 12 annual meetings.  If a faculty member is unable to attend, they should send the Assistant Program Director to represent them.  Other issues include service vs. education, institutional support for GME space, patient support services at UNMH and VAMC, and institutional support for food, parking, and security.  
Duty Hour Task Force Update 

Tim Nelson, MD is chairing the institutional task force on duty hours.  The task force has developed plans which will be presented to the GMEC and then the Operations Committee in February.  The plans will include closer monitoring of duty hours.  GME will monitor duty hours on a weekly basis rather than a monthly basis through New Innovations.  Residents and faculty members may be required to sign duty hour compliance contracts.  The institution will adopt a zero tolerance for duty hour violations.  If violations occur in a program the institution may reduce the work hour standards for that program.  Program Director will have an opportunity to ask questions and raise issues at the next Operations Committee meeting. 
Masters in Clinical Research 

Rebecca Rogers, MD and Deborah Helitzer, PhD made a presentation to the committee on the Masters in Clinical Research program.  The program can help the fellows with scholarship activities in ACGME programs as well as serve as a benefit when recruiting new trainees.  The Masters program is two years in duration.  The first year courses require approximately six hour per week and the second year of the program are devoted to independent study and research.  The program can be tailored to meet the needs of the program or the individual.  Sixty faculty members participate in the program from multiple disciplines.  Faculty or fellows who would like to participate are encouraged to contact Rebecca Rogers, MD or Deborah Helitzer, PhD. 
UNM Medical Group & West Side Hospital 

Kim Hedrick and Anthony Masciotra of the UNM Medical Group made a presentation to the Program Directors on the new hospital in Sandoval County to be built on the West side.  The goal of the new facility is to provide health care to patients on the West side and alleviate crowding at UNMH.  Approximately 130 patients from the west side of Albuquerque are hospitalized in Albuquerque area hospitals each day.  The 75 bed teach hospital will be managed by Legacy Hospital Partners and staffed with UNM faculty.  The facility will require approximately fifty new faculty positions.  The facility will be a level II trauma center.  Specialties will include medicine, surgery, ob/gyn, orthopaedics, and oncology.  The GME component at the new facility is unknown at this time.  The hospital would need to apply for new CMS funded positions which would require ACGME programs to be accredited to that facility at that time.  The current option would be for programs to provide their own funding.  

Interim Director of Education VAMC 

Darra Kingsley, MD of the Department of Surgery has been appointed the interim Director of Education at the VAMC for the residency and fellowship programs.  Dr. Kingsley requested to meet with each program to review funding, as well as administrative requirements for programs that rotate to the VAMC.  
Job Placement Fair 

Amy Clithero is organizing the UNM HSC Placement Fair.  The event will be held on Thursday 12 February 2009 from 9 – 3 in the Domenici Center on the first and third floors.  The event will provide residents and fellows with access to over ninety New Mexico health care employers.  
Round Table

- Program Directors were reminded of a mandatory meeting on 24 February 2009 on institutional duty hours.  The program director from each ACGME program must be in attendance or have the assistant program director or a faculty member present.  The purpose of the meeting will to be obtain feedback on new policies and procedures on duty hours, obtain cooperation for compliance, and review the institutional response to the ACMGE on institutional duty hour violations.  
-NRMP quota change deadline is Friday 30 January 2009.  Programs who wish to increase or decrease the number of match positions must do so by that date. 
-NRMP Rank Order dates for the institution is 19th and 20th of February.  Program will coordinate rank order list with the Office of GME.  
The next meeting in 24 February 2009 at Noon 

