The University of New Mexico
Graduate Medical Education

Resident Council 

6 October 2009

Chair:

Paul Kaloostian, MD
Present:
Caraveo, Hoffman, Kaloostian, Sparkman, Steidler
Guests:
Albert, Ferguson, Gonzalez, Kingsley 
Minutes 9/01/09

The minutes of the Resident Council from 1 September 2009 were distributed, reviewed, and discussed.  A statement from the council on reimbursement for USMLE Step III was presented to the committee.  The council suggested reimburse for those who did not take USMLE step III in the designated year be consider for reimbursement on a case by case basis pending the availability of funding.  The council recommended interns who want to take USMLE Step III during their first year also be considered for reimbursement.  
Action:

The committee accepted the minutes as presented to the committee.

Committee Reports
The council heard reports from the following committees:
-Medical Executive Committee was held on 16 September 2009.  David Sklar, MD, DIO presented the Annual GME report to the MEC.  The committee discussed action taken by the NMMB against a faculty member.  Resident participation as trainers in the new electronic medical records system was discussed.  
-Graduate Medical Education Committee was held on 8 September 2009.  The GMEC focused on patient safety and H1N1 flu pandemic potential.  The Disaster Plan for GME has been revised.  Duty hour compliance and random duty hour audits were reviewed in Family Medicine Sports Medicine, Neurological Surgery, pathology, Forensic Pathology, and Anesthesiology.  Annual reports from several departments were reviewed.  
-Committee on Excellence meeting was held on 24 September 2009.  A representative from the committee was not present to provide a report.  
-Medication Safety scheduled for 21 September 2009 was cancelled.  
-Labor Management meeting was held on 18 September 2009.  The committee discussed a process to determine the number of people who have not taken USMLE Step III in their second year of training.  The CIR expect them to be reimbursed even through they were promoted without meeting the requirements.  It has been determined that over forty individuals are expecting to the reimbursed for USMLE Step III who have been promoted without meeting the requirements outline in the resident contract and handbook.  The extra forty individuals were not included in any budget and the money had not been reserved. The issue will be forwarded to the GMEC this month for a final recommendation and action. The institution requested assistance from the CIR in obtaining increased resident participation in committees. 
-UNMH Safety Committee meeting was held on 16 September 2009.  A representative was not present to provide a report to the committee.  
-Nursing Practice Council member was not present to provide a report. 
Resident Appreciation Day 

Resident Appreciation Day is scheduled for 28 October 2008 at noon on the BBRP plaza.  Alisha Parada, MD and Fatima Gutierrez, MD are in charge of organizing the event.  Dr. Parada was unable to attend the meeting to make a presentation because she was suffering from the N1H1 influenza.  She provided a written report for the council.  
Alumni Association 

Morris Albert of the UNM Alumni Association made a presentation to the committee on services offered by the SOM Alumni Association to residents.  The association offer emergency loans to residents, and helps sponsor the Resident Appreciation Day. The upcoming UNM publication will focus on transformation and change.  The association would like to feature a resident in one of their articles.  Residents who know of a peer who would be a good subject for an article should e-mail the information to Malbert@salud.unm.edu
Patient Safety Committee 
A follow up meeting on the results of the Patient Safety Retreat of 2008 will be held on 20 October 2009 at Noon.  The same committee will help plan the GME retreat for 2010 on Communication & Professionalism.  Members were asked to volunteer to participate.  
Action:

The Office of GME will seek members from the core programs to assist in preparing for the retreat.  
VAMC Update/Issues

Darra Kingsley, MD of the VAMC provided feedback to previously mentioned issues by residents.  The VAMC is providing more frozen meal options, including vegetarian alternatives.  Housecleaning is doing a better job of daily maintenance and cleaning.  The VAMC has long range plan to renovate the callrooms.  Go to Meeting resources are teleconference is being utilized by the Department of Radiology.  Other programs have expressed interest.  Resident can access UNMH Citrix from the VAMC for access to patient information.  The committee noted the excellent job Dr. Kingsley has done of addressing issues and providing feedback. The interaction has help foster better relations between the institutions.  
Round Table

-Committee of Interns and Residents will sponsor a town hall meeting on duty hours on 16 October 2009 at 6 PM in the BBRP.  
-University Health Systems Consortium results which include University Hospital have been published.  UH has increased performance in core measures.  Mortality rate remained higher than the national average because of the severity of illness in patients.  
Future Agenda Items

-VAMC Feedback and Progress on Resident issues
The next meeting will be 10 November 2009
