The University of New Mexico

Graduate Medical Education

Resident Council 

1 September 2009

Chair(s):
Devers, Gessel, Southard

Present:
Devers, Ferguson, Gessel, Gonzalez, Hoffman, Olson, Parada, Pradhan, Sklar, Southard, Sparkman, Stobaugh, Williams
Minutes 8/04/09

The minutes of the Resident Council from 4 August 2009 were distributed, reviewed, and discussed.  

Action:
The minutes were accepted as presented to the committee. 

Committee Reports
The Resident Council heard reports from the following committees: 
-Medical Executive Committee meeting was held on 19 August 2009.  University Hospital will be seeking residents to serve as trainers on the new electronic medical records system.   UH is offering incentives to residents to become trainers.  The training will be offered on the 15th of September and the go live date for the system is 25 October 2009.  Residents who wish to become trainers should contact Gary Iwamoto, MD or Erin Jacobs.  The hospital will be ordering more computers to that there are adequate units for training purposes.  The MEC focused on other issues such as credentialing, finances, and a survey on UH going Green. 
-Graduate Medical Education Committee meeting was held on 11 August 2009.  The GMEC reviewed action plans for several programs that had areas on low response or negative response rates on ACGME Resident Surveys.  The GMEC voted to increase the institutional recommendation on protected time for Program Directors in ACGME programs.  Duty hour compliance and random audits data was reviewed by the committee.  GMEC member responsibilities were discussed.  Residents voting members are Resident Council Chairs.  Other residents who attend the meetings are considered welcomed quests.  Resident Council members requested the GMEC consider adding a fifth resident as a voting member who represents the CIR.  Program reviews, follow up on programs reviews, ACGME letters of accreditations, and all communications with the ACGME were reviewed by the Program Review Committee which provided a report and recommendations to the GMEC.  
Action:
Resident Council members requested the GMEC to consider adding a fifth voting resident member who would represent the CIR.  
-Committee on Excellence meeting was held on 27 August 2009.  The committee focused on utilization management issues. 

-Medication Safety meeting scheduled for 17 August 2009 was cancelled. 

-Labor Management meeting was held on 14 August 2009.  The committee discussed the ACGME institutional inspection, patient care fund and the union survey, parking for neurology residents who rotate to the Mind Institute, child care update, a vacation request which had been denied based on service needs, and reimbursement of USMLE Step III for several residents who did not take the examination at the required time in order to be promoted.   The residents had been promoted to the HO III level but had not taken USMLE Step III at the required time and now wish to do so and be reimbursed.  The Resident Council elected to make a committee statement on USMLE reimbursement.  The Resident Council supports the institution maintaining the intent of the USMLE policy and reimbursement procedure for all residents to complete the examination during the second year of training.  The council recommended any unused funds reserved for USMLE Step III could be used by those who took the examination late or early be utilized on a case by case basis.  The council volunteered to help make the decision for the funding.
-Nursing Practice Council is seeking information on the type of training residents receive in the use and disposal of unused liquid nitrogen.  Resident receives similar training as do faculty members.  Residents are shown how to properly use the material and dispose of unused materials by qualified faculty members.  
UH Safety Committee Representative (needed)

The UH Safety Committee has requested resident participation in their committee.  The meeting is held the third Wednesday of each month at 1 PM.  The meeting will focus on hazardous materials and other safety issues with University Hospital.  

Action:

Alisha Parada, MD of Internal Medicine volunteered to be the representative.  Cyndi Tagg of UH will be notified of the new resident member. 

Resident Life Issues – Food Service, Parking, Security, Callrooms

Residents who were present at the meeting noted resident life issues have improved.  Security has increased in the Lomas Structure and the plans are on target date for the installation of the new security system.  Refrigerators have been installed in over half of the callrooms.  Frozen meals are being upgrades to ones with less calorie content.  Residents from Family Medicine noted the 6th Floor Callroom has an infestation of roaches, carpet needs cleaning, ventilation does not work well in the female callroom on the north end, and one computer was not operational.  
Action:
Sheena Ferguson agreed to take immediate action to resolve the concerns on the 6th Floor of University Hospital callroom. 
Institutional Accreditation Feedback 

David Sklar, MD, DIO thanked residents for their participation in the ACGME institutional site inspection.  The report will be reviewed by the ACGME institutional accreditation committee in October or April.  The feedback from the site inspector was promising.  He reported the information in the institutional review document matched the information obtained from the GMEC membership, residents, CEO of UNMH and the VAMC, Senior Associate Dean for Education, and the Executive Vice President of the HSC.  Duty hours, service vs. education, and resident life issues appear to be resolved.  The GMEC attendance has improved greatly and is approximately 70% or greater at any meeting.  The institutional inspector did not wish to comment on the rate being adequate or insufficient.  

Round Table

-GME Open House will be held at 915 Vassar Drive NE on 24 September 2009 from Noon to 5 PM.  

-Resident Appreciation Day will be held on 28 October 2009.  The second annual event will be sponsored by the Committee of Interns and Residents, Resident Council, and the UNM SOM Alumni Association.  

-CIR Town Hall on Duty Hours will be held on 17 September 2009 at 6 PM in the BBRP Conference Room on the 1st Floor.  David Sklar, MD will be the key note speaker. 

-HSC Picnic will be held on 26 September 2009 at Haynes Park in Rio Rancho.  The event will have many child friendly activities.  Residents are encouraged to attend and bring their families. 
-Greg Franchini, MD will be located in the Office of GME.  He will provide counseling and wellness information to medical students and resident physicians.  
The next meeting will be 6 October 2009

