GME EBM Module 4: Randomized Controlled Trials

Learning Objectives

At the completion of module 4, residents should be able to:

· Describe the design of a Randomized Controlled Trial.

· Describe the importance of (1) randomization and (2) a Control group in the RCT design

· Define blinding and list four levels at which individuals can be blinded.

· Define an "Intention to Treat" analysis and describe why it is important.

· Calculate and be able to describe the meaning of the following parameters:

· Control Event Rate (CER) and Experimental Event Rate (EER)

· Absolute Risk Reduction (ARR) and Number Needed to Treat (NNT)

· Relative Risk (RR) and Relative Risk Reduction (RRR)

· Critically appraise an article about a Randomized Controlled Trial

