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TO ALL APPLICANTS 
Thank you for requesting an application for a license to practice medicine in New Mexico.  We look forward to 
working with you to process your application.  Starting in 2003 the Board is using a Statewide Application that has 
been approved by the NM Medical Society and the NM Hospitals & Health Systems Association.  Regardless of 
what application method is used, we urge you to retain a copy of this application.  More information about the 
Statewide Application can be found at www.nmhsc.com, then go into the Credentials Verification Services link.  
The application is accepted by all third party payers in NM, as well as a large number of other facilities found on 
the “users listing” link.  

You may choose from several methods to obtain licensure in New Mexico.  If you are getting ready to start practice 
in the State we suggest you apply through the NM Hospital Services Corporation Credentials Verification 
Organization (HSC).  They will not only provide nearly all of the required documents, but they will also have the 
information available to process your application for privileges at most New Mexico hospitals and credentialing for 
all health plans in the State.  It’s “one stop” credentialing to help you start practice as soon as possible.  Endorsed 
by the New Mexico Medical Society, this is generally the fastest choice. 

The second method permits completion of the application packet by using the Federation of State Medical Boards 
(FSMB) Federation Credentials Verification Service (FCVS) to supply core documents.  If you use FCVS the 
application requirements are on page 3 of this packet.  FCVS requires a one-time submission of education and 
training documents directly to a depository maintained by FSMB.  Once an applicant satisfies FCVS criteria, those 
documents that do not change over time need not be reproduced when you apply for a license in another jurisdiction 
(e.g., transcripts, postgraduate training records, exam scores).  Again the idea is to expedite the application process 
and eliminate the duplication of education and training documents each time you seek licensure in another state.  
Not all jurisdictions accept FCVS documents, but most states do and some actually require its use.  If you think that 
you may apply for licenses in several states over the coming years, FCVS may save you time and money by 
requiring only one set of source documents for your education and training.  You may obtain additional information 
or an application by calling 1-888-ASKFCVS (275-3287) or checking their website at www.fsmb.org, then the link 
to the Credential Verification Service. 

The third choice is the traditional application process requiring you to satisfy all of the requirements noted on page 
5 of this packet.  This method requires you to request that documentation verifying your education, post-graduate 
training, and examination history be sent directly to the board office from the source.  If you choose this method 
you will need to follow essentially the same process next time you apply for a license in another state.  In addition, 
when you begin practicing in New Mexico you will still need to go through HSC for credentialing purposes. 

PLEASE READ THE DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY.  Call or e-mail us as soon as possible with any 
questions. 

A license to practice medicine in New Mexico is a privilege, not a right.  The members of the New Mexico Medical 
Board, one or all of whom individually review your application and who may interview you as part of the 
application process, take their responsibilities very seriously.  Please do not assume that licensure is a mere 
formality or that the granting of a license is automatic.  We make every effort to complete the process as quickly as 
possible but occasionally we encounter unanticipated questions or difficulties that may cause delay or even denial. 

PLEASE DO NOT:  close your practice and move your family to New Mexico, enroll your children in school, 
begin construction of a new home, execute contracts with prospective practice partners, schedule patients, or begin 
practicing until you have interviewed with a board member (if applicable) and received a license. 

Thank you for your application.  We look forward to working with you. 
website:  www.nmmb.state.nm.us          e-mail:  nmbme@state.nm.us 
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