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Kathryn Cruz, NMSIIS Manager

The Immunization Program was
invited to present and table at
the Roundhouse on Public Health
Day on January 28, 2026, during
the 57th Legislative Session.

This year marks a major milestone for the New Mexico
Statewide Immunization Information System (NMSIIS) as we
celebrate 10 years of supporting immunization efforts across

the state. A
Immunization Program Manager
Since it’s rollout in 2016, NMSIIS has evolved from its strong Andrea Romero presented in
foundation to a critical tool for providers, the Rotunda on the Measles
L to R below: Mobile public health providers, schools and response for vaccination uptake,
Vaccine Unit Nurse Liliana families. With the support of our vendor, mobile vaccine efforts, the New
Rincon, Immunization Envision, and a commitment to data Mexico Statewide Immunization
Program Manager,
Andrea Romero; NMSIIS
Epidemiologist, Nathaniel NMSIIS Celebrates 10 Years Public Health at the Roundhouse
Webb; Vaccine Operations continued on page 5 continued on page 3
Manager Vanessa Hansel. ]
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HB 156 Extends
Special Session
Vaccination Laws

During this year’s legislative
session, NM Representatives
Dayan Hochman-Vigil and Liz
Thomson sponsored a bill to
repeal the sunset date of June
30 on Senate Bill 3 from the
Special Session last year.

This bill was necessary to allow
NM Department of Health to
continue to follow vaccination
schedules by groups other
thanthe CDC’s ACIP. The

ACIP changed its schedule
and determined that many of
the routinely recommended
childhood vaccines should be
given based on Shared Clinical
Decision Making and made
these changes absent any
new evidence or science. To
continue to enjoy the ability to
purchase vaccines and protect
a science-based immunization
schedule, New Mexico, along
with many other states,
proposed to widen the vaccine
guidance to follow American

Academy of Pediatrics, American
Academy of Family Physicians,
and American College of
Obstetrics and Gynecology.

In January, House Bill 156 was
heard in the House Consumer
and Public Affairs Committee and
the Health and Human Services
Committee and passed (4-2,
and 9-0). It passed inthe House
(51-14) and Senate (38-1) with an
amendment to name only the NM
Department of Health for making
vaccine recommendations and to
strike out the other groups.

The bill ensures that NM
can continue offering all the
childhood vaccines to all children
and be covered by VFC and
insurance plans. We are grateful
to our legislators for supporting
sound vaccine policy and are
heartened by the many public
health advocates and medical
professionals who spoke out to
support this bill.

2026-27 School Requirements

The NMDOH Immunization Program has revamped the look
of the school requirements for 2026-27 school year which

are now posted on the website.

There were no additions or major changes to the schedule

2026-27

Immunization
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Kanakadurga
Pravalika Peddibhotla

VFC Health Educator

We are thrilled to welcome
Kanakadurga Pravalika
Peddibhotla as our Vaccines
for Children Health Educator.
Pravalika
holds a
Master

of Public
Health
degreein
Epidemi-
ology and
Biosta-
tistics
from the
University
of Southern Mississippi and
brings a unique blend of clinical
and public health expertise,
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Staffing Announcements
continued on page 3

Hew Mexice Child care/Pre-School/School Entry
Immunization Requirements

for next year; the NMDOH is continuing to follow the recommendations for which childhood vaccines to
include from the 2025 vaccine schedule. HB156 (see related article) grants authority to the NMDOH to
continue to determine vaccine recommendations.


https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/26%20Regular/final/HB0156.pdf
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/phd/idb/imp/sreq/

Vaccines and e

Dementia Prevention: ;| |
Shingles and More! é@

On March 25, NM Immunization Coalition, NM Department
of Health and Comagine Health held a webinar that
addressed the shingles vaccine and recent developments
with speaker Dr. Meghan Brett from University of New
Mexico Hospital.

If you missed the webinar, Here is the link to access the
recording: Recording Use passcode: W1BKmMz&&

Public Health Day at the Roundhouse
continued from page 1

Information System (NMSIIS) and the Vaccines for
Children program.

Throughout the day the immunization team enjoyed
many discussions with community members who
stopped to visit the table for information on vaccines.
The mobile vaccine team was also on site to provide
fluand COVD vaccinations for folks who had not yet
received their respiratory season immunizations. At
the end of the day, 46 vaccines were administered.

Immunization Program
Manager presenting

about the VFC Program
at the Rotunda

Staffing Announcements
continued from page 2

having previously practiced as a dentist
in India.

During graduate training, Pravalika
engaged in multiple epidemiological
research projects spanning infectious
disease, chronic disease, and

global health systems, with select
work currently progressing toward
publication. These experiences
strengthened her analytical and data
management skills and deepened her
commitment to evidence-based public
health practice.

Prior to joining DOH, she gained hands-
on community health experience
through outreach campaigns with
underserved populations, health
program evaluation, and direct patient
education in clinical
/:;L ~ settings. Sheis
= passionate about
health equity
and using data to
inform meaningful
improvements in
community health
outcomes.

In her role as VFC
Health Educator,
Pravalika will work closely
with healthcare providers
across New Mexico to
strengthen vaccine education,
storage and handling
practices, and immunization
program support. Please
joinusin giving her awarm
welcome to the New Mexico
Department of Health family!



https://comaginehealth.zoom.us/rec/component-page?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&action=viewdetailpage&sharelevel=meeting&useWhichPasswd=meeting&requestFrom=pwdCheck&clusterId=aw1&componentName=need-password&meetingId=QA-K3LUjjdWYRYiZkqfJOp94uvXvuZ_MMJN-OD2cr9ELrIJnQ6A7fkcRZfGdYTj4.K4nsEkfGmsciAu0w&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcomaginehealth.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FmhWd_m6O-_nZSxJ5enWPdboLw4pQ17Y63jzgQ-RE2GaQSuhtz0ToHZZysKDP82TL.tsBMskveU2wx7Ppq

NM DOH Immunization
Program Launches Respiratory
Vaccine Dashboard

Kathryn Cruz, NMSIIS Manager

The NM Department of Health
Immunization Program is excited
to introduce a new Respiratory
Vaccine Dashboard, designed
to provide clear, accessible data
on respiratory vaccine coverage
across the state. The link will
soon be available.

Developed in Microsoft PowerBlI,
this interactive dashboard
represents a major step forward
in how we share immunization

data for influenza, RSV, and
CQOVID-19. Thisresource is
designed for people of all

ages and offers an easy-to-
understand view of respiratory
vaccine coverage trends in New
Mexico.

The Respiratory Vaccine
Dashboard is aninteractive
resource that allows users to
explore vaccination coverage
using a variety of filters. Users

county. The dashboard will also
be available in both English

and Spanish, ensuring broader
accessibility for New Mexico
residents and stakeholders.

The Respiratory Vaccine
Dashboard supports informed
decision-making, helps identify
opportunities to improve
coverage, and promotes
transparency in public health
data. This new tool reflects
the ongoing work of the
Immunization Program and

the New Mexico Statewide
Immunization Information
System (NMSIIS) to strengthen
data visibility and support
vaccination efforts statewide.

data with partners, providers, can view data by age group, .
. . ; The respiratory
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NMSIIS Celebrates 10 years

continued from page 1

modernization, the system has consistently
evolved to meet both federal and state
requirements. Ongoing monthly patch testing
ensures that NMSIIS remains reliable, secure, and
user-friendly. The NMSIIS Team’s constant efforts
to improve include resolving bugs, enhancing
functionality, and delivering meaningful
improvements for end users.

Behind the technology is an incredible team. We
are especially proud to recognize staff members
Lynne Padilla, Felicia Martinez, and Andrea
Romero. Each of these incredible people has been
with the immunization program since before the
implementation of NMSIIS. These team members
have played key roles in the original system rollout
and continue to contribute their expertise and
leadership today.

Over the past decade, NMSIIS has evolved into

a comprehensive, consolidated system that
supports a wide range of public health functions,
including:

« Inventory management, from vaccine ordering
to reconciliation, transfers, and returns.

« Access to patient immunization records for
clinical decision-making

« Reporting tools that help monitor immunization
coverage rates statewide

« Integration with the public-facing portal,
VaxView.doh.nm.gov, empowering individuals to
access their own records

« Tracking of school immunization data and
exemptions

- Data exchange with providers and partners
across the healthcare system

The scale and impact of NMSIIS speak for
themselves. Today, the system houses over

3.6 million patient records and nearly 50 million
administered vaccines. It supports nearly 15,000
users across more than 2,000 locations statewide
making it an essential part of New Mexico’s public
health infrastructure.

Got Shots 2026

The NM Immunization Coalition, the NM Primary
Care Association and the NMDOH Immunization
Program are
planning

the annual
Got Shots
program for
this summer.
Dates will likely
include June
13 through
August 29.

Got Shots

has been
around for
over 20 years! Got Shots is a great community
service opportunity where providers offer
vaccines to all children who need to catch up on
immunizations, so that they can be ready and up
to date in time for school. Families appreciate
the ease of getting their children protected
from vaccine-preventable diseases and ready
for school during the summer months, when itis
often difficult to get a well child appointment.

Stay tuned for information about signing up-we
are working to simplify the registration form!

As we celebrate this 10-year anniversary, we
also look ahead. NMSIIS will continue to evolve
to meet the changing needs of providers, public
health programs, and the communities we serve.
With a strong foundation, dedicated partners,
and a clear vision for the future, the next decade
promises even greater advancements.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to
the success of NMSIIS both past and present.
Your work has made a lasting impact on public
health in New Mexico.



Mobile Vaccine Efforts

Andrea Romero

Immunization Program Manager
[

Mobile vaccine efforts continue statewide
in the community for respiratory season
and vaccine catch-up. As part of vaccine
access efforts, the mobile
team has partnered

with many community
organizations and
health partners
to set up mobile
vaccine clinics
onsite of an
event, including
schools. The
partnerships are
part of a great
outreach health
network bringing education and care
for access in underserved and rural
areas of New Mexico.

S H OT B RI E F S varicella virus through a person with chickenpox

or a person with shingles.

Community event
inLas Cruces on
March 14

Anna Pentler, MPH, MBA Why do we care about Shingles? Having
New Mexico Immunization Coalition shingles is a miserable experience! People who
have had shingles wish that they would have
Shingles Vaccine, The latest information been spared this misery, which can linger for

months or even years. Depending on where

on the body the virus strikes, what starts as a
tingly painful, blistering rash along a nerve path
can progress to skin infection, nerve damage,
scarring, or other major complication including
reduced vision or blindness, hearing loss, and
enduring pain.

What is Shingles? Shingles is a reactivation

of the chickenpox (Varicella Zoster) virus.
Adults over 50 who have had chickenpox have
approximately a 1in 3 chance of developing
shingles. Since almost everyone over 50 has
had chickenpox, most are also at risk to develop
shingles as they get older. People who never
had chickenpox are not at risk of getting shingles In the US, widespread vaccination against
because they do not have the Varicella virus lying chickenpox (Varicella) started in the mid 1990's.
dormantin their bodies. They could, however,

come down with chickenpox if exposed to the SHOTBRIEFS

continued on page 7
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SHOT BRIEFS
continued from page 6

We anticipate childhood varicella vaccination also
will protect against shingles later by preventing
wild-type virus infection and thus its dormancy;
scientists predict children who are vaccinated
against varicella have an 80% lower risk of
developing shingles later than unvaccinated
children who have had chickenpox.

Studies show that Shingrix is safe. In clinical
trials, Shingrix was not associated with
serious adverse events. Shingrix provides
strong protection against shingles and
postherpetic neuralgia (PHN), the most
common shingles complication.

« In adults 50 to 69 years old with healthy
immune systems—Shingrix was 97%
effective in preventing shingles; in adults
70 years and older, Shingrix was 91%
effective.

o In adults 50 years and older—Shingrix
was 91% effective in preventing PHN; in
adults 70 years and older, Shingrix was

The varicella vaccine is a live attenuated vaccine,
so there is a theoretical risk of a vaccinated
person experiencing shingles subsequently.
Shingles vaccine has been around for over 15
years; Zostavax in 2006 and since 2017, Shingrix.

Who should get the vaccine? The
recommendations are as follows: Two doses

of shingles vaccine (Shingrix) for all adults 50
and older, two to six months apart. Persons

19+ who are immunocompromised should get
vaccinated against shingles as well. This vaccine
is a recombinant vaccine (not live) and is safe for
those with immune challenges. This vaccine is
well studied and recommended by every major
medical organization.

While the shingles vaccine is very effective,
uptake in the US has been slow, and only about
30% of people over 50 have received the two
doses necessary for protection. Some promising
new studies are showing additional potential
benefits to the shingles vaccine, which may help
to improve uptake and protect people from more
than just shingles.

Fun signage by the
Mobile Vaccine Team
ata Community
eventinLas Cruces

Possible unintended benefits
of the vaccine: Several studies
suggest shingles vaccine
can decrease the diagnosis
and progression of various
forms of dementia(Nature
Medicine). This vaccine
may also reduce the risk of
heart attacks and strokes in
patients with heart disease
(CIDRAP) and may even
slow biological aging
(Medical News Today)!

89% effective.

« In adults with weakened immune
systems—Shingrix was between 68%
and 91% effective in preventing shingles,
depending on the condition that affects
the immune system.

In people 70 years and older with healthy
immune systems, Shingrix immunity
remained high for at least seven years

after vaccination. (Shingles Vaccination |

Shingles (Herpes Zoster) | CDC

Call or email us for
more information
about our newsletter
or if you have an

Contact
us

NM Department of Health
Andrea Romero

Immunization Program Manager
Phone: (505) 827-2465

Andrea.Romero@doh.nm.gov item to submit for
immunization.doh.nm.gov publication.
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https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/shingles-vaccine-may-help-slow-biological-aging#Vaccinated-people-experience-slower-overall-biological-aging

