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What is The Problem?
There are approximately 2500 

children currently in foster care in 
NM. 1 We can assume that 13.7% of 

them have an Individualized 
Education Plan (IEP) and receive 

special education services.2 When a 
child enters the foster care system, 
a judge will assign  an Educational 
Decision Maker for each child.  This 

person makes all educational 
decisions related to the child’s IEP.  
An IEP is a legal document that is 

developed for each child in the U.S. 
who qualifies for special education 
services.  In NM, the Educational 
Decision Maker is not required to 
have any training or knowledge of 

IEPs or the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).



Looking for Answers

Does a NM agency provide IEP training for 
Educational Decision Makers?

If NM does not currently provide a training, 
what would be an appropriate curriculum?

Is CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 
an effective venue to disseminate the training?







What made 
this training 
different?

Copies of real IEP pages

Two breakout room activities

Things explained in normal language

Twenty-three website resources

Three scenarios for whole group discussion

Examples gathered from my time as teacher, 
advocate, & consultant

Breakdown of Procedural Safeguards & IEP

Practical

Things to “watch for”



Other Training vs. My Training
“At the EDT, the team decides if a child’s education is 
adversely affected by a disability that falls under one or more 
of these categories determined by federal law

• Autism

• Deaf-Blindness

• Developmental Delay

• Hearing Impairment

• Multiple Disabilities

• Orthopedic Impairment

• Other Health Impaired (OHI)

• Specific Learning Disability (SLD)

• Speech or Language Impairment

• Traumatic Brain Injury

• Visual Impairment”3

Includes a copy of an IEP page used in NM with highlights to 
call attention to what category ADHD & Dyslexia fall under.  
There are school districts in NM that will not write IEPs for a 
student with these exceptionalities.



Reflection

Be flexible

Over prepare

Things will go wrong

Perfection is not realistic

Lose the jargon

Tell stories

Admit when you don’t know something





Next Steps

Finish Part II of training on May 19Finish

Incorporate survey results into trainingIncorporate

Work towards CASA requiring EDM training for state of New 
MexicoWork

Advocate for law requiring all EDM have IEP training per 
Legislative BillAdvocate

Support office of Special Education OmbudsmanSupport

Continue to educate and advocate for students & their 
familiesContinue



Competencies addressed in IEP 
Training for EDM & Advocates

1.6 Demonstrate an 
awareness of the benefits 

of partnership with 
families at program/policy 

level.  

1.10 Use family input in a 
meaningful way in the 

design/delivery/evaluation 
of services.

2.4 Demonstrate effective 
communication skills as a 

member of an 
interdisciplinary team.

4.7 Demonstrate 
leadership skills in the 

facilitation of a seminar or 
meeting.

5.1 Critically review 
literature.

5.2 Demonstrate skills in 
access/utilization of 

electronic information, 
resources and databases.

5.5 Demonstrate verbal 
presentation skills 

including the use of 
PowerPoint and auditory 

augmentation system.

6.3 Demonstrate 
networking and advocacy 

skills.

6.4 Demonstrate an 
understanding of state 
and national disability 

legislation.
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*This project did not require IRB approval 
due to the fact there was no research on 

human subjects*
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