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Academic Appointments

2023- Assistant Professor
Present University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center
College of Population Health
Education
2021 University of New Mexico
Ph.D., Sociology (with distinction)
Dissertation: An Intersectional Mixed-Method Examination of Multi-Level
Determinants of Adolescent Sexual Minority Mental Health and Substance Use
Exams: Sociology of Health and lliness, Sociology of Race & Ethnicity
2015 University of New Mexico
M.A., Sociology
Thesis: Relationally Constructing Sexual Identity: The Effect of Friendship
Networks on Same-Sex Sexuality Development
2011 Pomona College

B.A., Sociology (magna cum laude)

Research Support
2026

2025-2026

2024-2025

2023-2025

UNM Health Sciences Center Pilot Grant

Title: Assessing Feasibility of Implementing Inclusive Practices in Middle School
for LGBTQ+ Youth

Role: Principal Investigator

NIH-NIMH R01 Research Project Grant

Title: Multilevel Community-Based Mental Health Intervention to Address Health
Disparities (RO1MH127733)

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: Jessica R. Goodkind)

PCORI Science of Engagement Award

Title: Engage for Equity PLUS: Testing of Deliberative Engagement Strategies to
Promote Trustworthy Research Infrastructures and Strengthened
Patient/Community Engagement

Role: Co-Investigator (co-Pls: Nina Wallerstein and Shannon Sanchez-
Youngman)

NIH-NINR U24 Community Partnerships to Advance Science for Society
(ComPASS) Coordinating Center
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2023-2028

2023

2021-2023

2020-2021

2019-2021

Title: Advancing Health Equity Through Innovative Community Capacity Building,
Data Science & Delivering Community-Centered Structural Interventions &
Outcomes (U24NR021014)

Role: Co-Investigator; UNM Research Capacity Building Core (subaward PI:
Shannon Sanchez-Youngman)

NIH-NIAAA R01 Research Project Grant

Title: Predicting Individual Responses to Treatment for Alcohol Use Disorder
(RO1AA030264)

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: M. Lee Van Horn)

Mayo Clinic
Title: Evaluation of Community-Engaged Research at Mayo Clinic
Role: Co-Investigator (PI: Prajakta Adsul)

NIAAA T32 Ruth L. Kirschstein Institutional National Research Service
Award (NRSA)

Title: Alcohol Research Training: Methods and Mechanisms of Change
(T32AA018108)

Role: Postdoctoral trainee (PI: Dr. Katie Witkiewitz)

University of New Mexico Grand Challenges
Title: Substance Use Disorder Grand Challenge
Role: Graduate Student Scholar

Amount Awarded: $5,000

NIMHD F31 Ruth L. Kirschstein Predoctoral Individual NRSA

Title: An Intersectional Mixed-Method Examination of Multi-Level Determinants of
Adolescent Sexual Minority Health and Substance Use (F31MD014044)

Role: Principal Investigator

Amount Awarded: $71,457

Teaching/Mentorship Experience

Fall 2025-Spring 2026

Fall 2025

Fall 2024-present

Spring 2024

Spring 2023

2018-2021

2016-2017

PUBP 502: Policy and Evaluation Lab
Team Lead, Saranam (Albuquerque community-based organization)
Master of Public Policy Program, University of New Mexico

PH 536: Introduction to Biostatistics in Public Health
College of Population Health, University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center

PH 310: Public Health Research Methods
College of Population Health, University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center

PH 101: Introduction to Public Health
College of Population Health, University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center

SOCI 380: Introduction to Sociological Research Methods
Department of Sociology, University of New Mexico

Quantitative Methodology Consultant, The Methodology Group @ UNM
College of Education and Human Sciences, University of New Mexico

SOC 381: Sociological Data Analysis
Lab Instructor (IOR: Huyser)
Department of Sociology, University of New Mexico
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Awards & Honors
2025 Faculty Scholar | Center for Advancing Dissemination and Implementation Science |
University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center

2023 Registration Award | Collaborative Perspectives on Addiction Conference

2022 Best Dissertation Award | American Sociological Association, Section on Sociology of
Mental Health

2022 Travel Award | Collaborative Perspectives on Addiction Conference
2021 Grand Prize Recipient, Graduate Student Team Research Concept Competition |

Team Research Symposium, UNM Interdisciplinary Science Cooperative and UNM
Grand Challenges.

2020 Dean’s Dissertation Fellowship | Office of Graduate Studies, University of New Mexico
2020 Graduate Student Paper Award | Department of Sociology, University of New Mexico.
2018 Evaluation Fellowship | New Mexico Evaluation Lab, University of New Mexico

2017 Graduate Student Paper Award | Sexual Behavior, Politics, and Communities Division,

Society for the Study of Social Problems.
2017 Graduate Student Paper Award | Department of Sociology, University of New Mexico.

2016 Student Research Award | Graduate and Professional Students Association, University
of New Mexico

2016 Professional Development Award | Department of Sociology, University of New Mexico
2011 Scholarship Award for Graduate Study | Phi Beta Kappa, Pomona College Chapter
Professional Positions

2014-2021 Research Associate Il

Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation—Southwest
Albuquerque, NM
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Additional Training
2022 Machine Learning: Theory and Applications
Dr. Doug Steinley, The Center for Statistical for Statistical Training

2021 Community-Based Participatory Research Institute
Dr. Nina Wallerstein, UNM Center for Participatory Research

2020 Equity and Policy Institute
“Broadband Access and LGBTQ Youth Behavioral Health Equity”
Dr. Lisa Cacari-Stone, UNM Transdisciplinary Research, Equity, and
Engagement (TREE) Center for Advancing Behavioral Health
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Lived Experiences and Relations with Institutions. Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
Association: San Francisco CA. August 2020.

Coleman, Erin and Alena Kuhlemeier. “Women's Empowerment and Mental Health: How State-Level
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January 2020.

Kuhlemeier, Alena. “An Intersectional Mixed-Method Examination of Multi-Level Determinants of
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