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Professional Address: 

Tenured Professor 
Director, Center for Healthcare Equity in Kidney Disease (CHEK-D) 
Nephrology Division, Department of Internal Medicine 
University of New Mexico, School of Medicine 

MSC10-5550, 1 University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131 

 

Education History 
Postgraduate 

 2016-2017 University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania 

Fellow, Professional Mentoring Skills 
Enhancing Diversity (PROMISED) 
leadership training program [Director: Doris 
M. Rubio, PhD]

 2004-2005 VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Fellow, Health Services Research, 
Center for Health Equity Research and 
Promotion [Director: Michael J. Fine, MD, 
MPH] 

 2002-2004 University of Pittsburgh, School of
Medicine, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Clinical 
Epidemiology, Department of Psychiatry 
[Advisers: Mary Amanda Dew, PhD, and 
Galen E. Switzer, PhD] 

Graduate 

 2000 Universite Blaise Pascal 
Clermont-Ferrand, France 

Predoctoral Fellow, Stigmatization and 
Discrimination [Adviser: Brenda Major, PhD] 

 1996-2001 University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

PhD (2001), Social Psychology 
[Adviser: Richard L. Moreland, PhD] 
Master’s Certificate (2001), Women’s 
Studies [Adviser: Kathleen Blee, PhD] 

 1993-1995 California State University, Northridge
Northridge, California 

MA (1995), General-Experimental Psychology 
[Adviser: Michele Wittig, PhD] 

Undergraduate 

 1989-1993 University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California 

BA (1993), Psychology, with Specialization in 
Women’s Studies 

Employment History 

 2020-present Tenured Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, University of New Mexico, School 
of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM 

 2020-present Director, Professional Development Core, Mountain West Clinical and Translational 
Research Infrastructure Network (MW CTR-IN), an NIH-funded Institutional 
Development Award (IDeA) program 

 2020-present Member-at-Large, University of New Mexico Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
Albuquerque, NM 

 2019-2020 Associate Director, Professional Development Core, Mentoring Unit, Mountain West 
Clinical and Translational Research Infrastructure Network (MW CTR-IN), an NIH-
funded Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program 

 2018-2019 Interim Chief, Division of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Preventive Medicine, 
University of New Mexico, School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM 

 2017-present Director, Center for Healthcare Equity in Kidney Disease (CHEK-D), University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

 2017-2020 Associate Professor of Medicine, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

 2016 Tenure Conferred, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 
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 2014-2017 Research Health Scientist, Veterans Engineering Resource Center, VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2011-2017 Associate Professor of Medicine, Psychiatry, and Clinical and Translational Science, 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2011-2017 Faculty Associate, Center on Race and Social Problems, School of Social Work, 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2010-2017 Director, Content Specialization in Healthcare Disparities and Underserved 
Populations Research, ICRE and CTSI, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2009-2011 Assistant Professor of Clinical and Translational Science, ICRE and Clinical and 
Translational Science Institute (CTSI), University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2009-2017 Core Faculty Member, Institute for Clinical Research Education (ICRE), University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2008-2017 Affiliate Faculty, Center for Bioethics and Health Law, University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh, PA 

 2006-2017 Core Faculty Member, Center for Research on Health Care, School of Medicine, 
University of Pittsburgh 

 2006-2011 Assistant Professor of Medicine and Psychiatry, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, 
PA 

 2005-2017 Research Health Scientist and Core Investigator, Center for Health Equity Research 
and Promotion, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA 

   
Professional Recognition and Honors 

 2017 Poster of Distinction Award, for “Non-medical factors contributing to racial disparity in 
kidney transplant wait-listing,” presented by the American Transplant Congress. 

 2017  Recipient, Philip Troen, MD Excellence in Medical Student Research Mentoring Award, 
presented by the School of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 2016  Member Spotlight, American Society of Transplantation, March 2016: 
https://www.myast.org/about-ast/membership/member-spotlight/larissa-myaskovsky-phd 

 2014  Poster of Distinction Award, for “Fewer Race Disparities in the National VA Kidney 
Transplant Program,” presented by the World Transplant Congress. 

 2014 Poster of Distinction Award, for “Race, Experience of Discrimination, and Other Non-
Medical Factors Predict Differences in Acceptance for Kidney Transplantation,” 
presented by the World Transplant Congress. 

 2010 Selected participant, competitive application to attend the Early Career Women Faculty 
Professional Development Seminar of the Association of American Medical Colleges. 

 2010 Poster of Distinction Award, for “Racial Disparities in Kidney Transplantation: Beyond 
Medical Factors,” presented by the American Transplant Congress. 

 2008 Selected participant, competitive application to attend the Scientific Management and 
Leadership Course for the Schools of the Health Sciences, University of Pittsburgh. 

 2000  Merit Fellowship from the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, awarded to 
attend the European Association of Experimental Social Psychology Summer School at 
the Universite Blaise Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand, France. 

 2005 Nursing and Social Sciences Research Excellence Award, presented for “Profiles and 
Predictors of Psychiatric Distress across 4 Years after Heart Transplantation,” 
recognized as the best social science paper at the Annual Meeting of the International 
Society of Heart and Lung Transplantation. 

 2001 Doctoral Dissertation Grant, for “Exploring the Effects of Gender Composition on 
Transactive Memory in Groups,” Women’s Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh. 

 2000 Matching Merit Award from the Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh, to 
attend the European Association of Experimental Social Psychology Summer School at 
the Universite Blaise Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand, France. 

 1995 Graduation with high honors, California State University, Northridge. 

 1995 William Wilsoncroft Award, for academic excellence in the General-Experimental 
Psychology Program, Department of Psychology, California State University, Northridge.  

 1995 Master’s Thesis Research Grant, California State University, Northridge. 

 1994 James Russell Simpson Student Scholarship, for academic merit, California State 
University, Northridge. 

 1993 Graduation cum laude, University of California, Los Angeles. 

 1993 Distinguished member, UCLA Chapter of Psi Chi International Honor Society. 
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 1992, 1993 Dean’s Honor List, University of California, Los Angeles. 

   
 
Memberships in Professional and Scientific Societies 

 2013-present Academy Health 

 2013-present American Society of Transplantation 

 2011-present American Public Health Association 

 2010–present Society for Clinical and Translational Science 

 2002–present Health Psychology Division (Division 38 of the APA) 

 2002–present Society of Behavioral Medicine 

 1995–present Society for the Psychology of Women (Division 35 of the APA) 

 1995–present Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (Division 9 of 
the APA) 

 1993–present American Psychological Association (APA) 

 1989–1993 Psi Chi International Honor Society in Psychology 

 

Scholarly Achievements 

Refereed Articles (*indicates work completed with mentees, ++ indicate work completed with minority mentees) 

1. *Wesselman H, Ford CG, Leyva Y, Li X, Chang CH, Dew MA, Kendall KL, Croswell E, Pleis JR, Ng YH, 
Unruh ML, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. Social determinants of health and race disparities in kidney 
transplant. Clinical Journal of the American Society of Nephrology. (accepted, in press) 

2. Lee J, Steel JL, Roumelioti ME, Erickson S, Myaskovsky L, Yabes J, Rollman B, Weisbord S, Unruh ML, 
Jhamb M. Psychosocial Impact of COVID-19 pandemic on patients with end-stage kidney disease on 
hemodialysis. Kidney 360. (accepted, in press) 

3. ++Johnson AE, Bell YK, Hamm ME, Saba SF, Myaskovsky L. A qualitative analysis of patient-related 
factors associated with implantable cardioverter defibrillator acceptance. Cardiology and Therapy. 2020; 
[Epub ahead of print]: https://doi.org/10.1007/s40119-020-00180-9. PMID: 32476091 

4. Unruh ML, Arzhan S, Feldman HI; Looker HC, Nelson RG, Faber T, Johnson D, Son-Stone L, Pankratz 
VS, Myaskovsky L, Shah VO. American Indian Chronic Renal Insufficiency Cohort Study (AI-CRIC 
Study). BMC Nephrology. 2020; 21:291. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12882-020-01954-y. PMID: 32698776 

5. *Ng YH, Pankratz VS, Kendall KL, Pleis JR, Croswell E, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Unruh ML, Shapiro R, 
Myaskovsky L. Does racial disparity in kidney transplant wait-listing persist after accounting for social 
determinants of health? Transplantation. 2020; 104(7): 1445-1455. PMCID: PMC7153978. 

6. Geramita EM, DeVito Dabbs AJ, DiMartini AF, Pilewski JM, Switzer GE, Posluszny DM, Myaskovsky L, 
Dew MA. Impact of a mobile health intervention on long-term nonadherence after lung transplantation: 
Follow-up after a randomized controlled trial. Transplantation. 2020; 104(3): 640-651. PMCID: 
PMC7170004.  

7. *Myaskovsky L, Kendall K, Li X, Chang CCH, Pleis JR, Croswell E, Ford CG, Switzer GE, Langone A, 
Mittal-Henkle A, Saha S, Thomas CA, Adams-Flohr J, Ramkumar M, Dew MA. Unexpected race and 
ethnicity differences in the U.S. National Veterans Affairs Kidney Transplant Program. Transplantation. 
2019; 103(12): 2701-2714. PMCID: PMC6937592. 

8. *Ng YH, Al Mawed S, Pankratz VS, Argyropoulos C, Singh P, Shaffi SK, Myaskovsky L, Unruh ML, 
Harford A. Cognitive assessment in a predominantly Hispanic and Native American population in New 
Mexico and its association with kidney transplant waitlisting. Clinical Transplantation. 2019; 33(10) 
e13674. DOI: 10.1111/ctr.13674. PMID: 31332845 

9. Myaskovsky L, Jesse M, Kuntz K, Leino A, Piepert JD, Russell C, Spivey C, Sulejmani N, and Dew MA. 
Report from the AST Adherence Task Force:  Real World Options for Promoting Adherence. Clinical 
Transplantation. 2018; 32(9). DOI: 10.1111/ctr.13353. PMID: 30022527 

10. Dew MA, Posluszny DM, DiMartini AF, Myaskovsky L, Steel JL, DeVito Dabbs AJ. Posttransplant 
medical adherence:  What have we learned and can we do better? Current Transplantation Reports: 
Topical Collection on Kidney Transplantation. 2018; 5(2): 174-188. DOI: 10.1007/s40472-018-0195-8. 
PMID: 30416933 

11. ++Johnson AE, Adhikari S, Althouse A, Thoma F, Marroquin OC, Koscumb S, Hausmann LRM, 
Myaskovsky L, Saba SF. Persistent gender disparities in implantable cardioverter-defibrillator therapy. 
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Pacing and Clinical Electrophysiology: PACE. 2018; 41:1150-1157. DOI: 10.1111/pace.13435. 
PMID: 29959781 

12. *Chong K, Myaskovsky L, Unruh ML.  A timely evaluation of the psychometric properties of the KDQOL-
36. [Editorial of Psychometric properties of the Kidney Disease Quality of Life 36-item Short-form Survey 
(KDQOL-36) in the United States.]  American Journal of Kidney Disease. 2018; 71(4):449-451. DOI: 
10.1053/j.ajkd.2017.10.028. PMID: 29579415 

13. Goffman RM, Harris S, May JH, Milicevic AS, Monte RJ, Myaskovsky L, Rodriguez KL, Tjader YC, 
Vargas DL. Modeling patient no-show history and predicting future outpatient appointment behavior in the 
Veterans Health Administration. Military Medicine. 2017; 182(5): e1708-e1714. PMID: 29087915 

14. Myaskovsky L, Gao S, Hausmann LRM, Bornemann K, Burkitt KH, Switzer GE, Fine MJ, Phillips S, 
Gater D, Spungen A, Boninger M.  How are race, cultural, and psychosocial factors associated with 
outcomes in Veterans with spinal cord injury? Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 2017; 
98(9): 1812-1820. PMID: 28130083 

15. Myaskovsky L, Gao S, Hausmann LRM, Bornemann K, Burkitt KH, Switzer GE, Fine MJ, Phillips S, 
Gater D, Spungen A, Worobey L, Boninger M.  Quality and equity in wheelchairs used by Veterans. 
Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 2017; 98(3): 442-449. PMID: 27713075 

16. *Freeman M, Pleis JL, Bornemann K, Croswell E, Dew MA, Chang CH, Switzer GE, Langone A, 
Mittalhenkle A, Saha S, Adams-Flohr J, Ramkumar M, Thomas C, Myaskovsky L. Has the Department 
of Veterans Affairs found a way to avoid racial disparities in the evaluation process for kidney 
transplantation? Transplantation. 2017; 101(6): 1191-1199. PMCID: PMC5288397 

17. *Bornemann K, Croswell E, Abaye M, Bryce CL, Chang CH, Good D, Freehling C, Dew MA, Boulware LE, 
Tevar A, Myaskovsky L. Protocol of the KTFT-TALK study to reduce racial disparities in kidney 
transplant evaluation and living donor kidney transplantation. Contemporary Clinical Trials. 2017; 53: 52-
59. PMCID: PMC5274577 

18. *Gemmell LA, Terhorst L, Jhamb M, Unruh ML, Myaskovsky L, Kester L, Steel JL. Gender and racial 
differences in stress, coping, and health-related quality of life in chronic kidney disease. Journal of Pain 
and Symptom Management. 2016; 52(6): 806-812. PMCID: PMC5156935. 

19. ++Chidi AP, Bryce CL, Donohue J, Fine MJ, Landsittel DP, Myaskovsky L, Rogal S, Switzer GE, Tsung 
A, Smith KJ. Economic and public health impacts of policies restricting access to Hepatitis C treatment for 
medicaid patients. Value in Health. 2016; 19(4): 326-34. PMCID: PMC4916393.  

20. ++Chidi AP, Rogal S, Bryce CL, Fine MJ, Good CB, Myaskovsky L, Rustgi VK, Tsung A, Smith KJ. Cost-
effectiveness of new antiviral regimens for treatment-naïve US Veterans with Hepatitis C. Hepatology. 
2016; 63(2): 428-36. PMCID: PMC4718749. 

21. Dew MA, Rosenberger EM, Myaskovsky L, DiMartini AF, De Vito Dabbs A, Posluszny D, Steel J, Switzer 
GE, Shellmer D, Greenhouse JB. Depression and anxiety as risk factors for morbidity and mortality after 
organ transplantation: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Transplantation. 2016; 100(5): 988-1003. 
PMCID: PMC4840103. 

22. ++Chidi AP, Bryce CL, Myaskovsky L, Fine MJ, Geller DA, Landsittel DP, Tsung A. Differences in 
physician referral drive disparities in surgical intervention for hepatocellular carcinoma: A retrospective 
cohort study. Annals of Surgery. 2016; 263(2):362-8. PMCID: PMC4492904. 

23. *Freeman M, Myaskovsky L. An overview of disparities and interventions in pediatric kidney 
transplantation worldwide. Pediatric Nephrology. 2015; 30(7): 1077-86. PMCID PMC4398585. 

24. Hausmann LRM, Myaskovsky L, Niyonkuru C, Oyster ML, Switzer GE, Burkitt KH, Fine MJ, Gao S, 
Boninger ML. Examining implicit bias of physicians who care for individuals with spinal cord injury: A pilot 
study and future directions. Journal of Spinal Cord Medicine. 2015; 38(1):102-110. PMCID:4293524.  

25. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Steel JL, DiMartini AF. Managing the psychosocial and financial consequences 
of living donation. Current Transplantation Reports. 2014;1(1): 24-34. (DOI: 10.1007/s40472-013-0003-4). 
PMCID: 393819.  

26. DiMartini AF, Cruz RJ, Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Goodpaster B, Fox K, Kim KH, Fontes P. Muscle mass 
predicts outcomes following liver transplantation. Liver Transplantation. 2013; 19(11): 1172-1180. PMCID: 
4382961. 

27. ++Johnson TJ, Weaver M, Borrero S, Davis E, Myaskovsky L, Zuckerbraun N, Kraemer K. Racial and 
ethnic disparities in the management of pediatric abdominal pain. Pediatrics. 2013; 132(4): e851-8. 
PMCID: 4074647. 
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28. Switzer GE, Bruce JG, Myaskovsky L, DiMartini AF, Shellmer D, Confer DL, Abress LK, King RJ, 
Harnaha AG, Ohngemach S, Dew MA. Race and ethnicity in decisions about unrelated hematopoietic 
stem cell donation. Blood. 2013; 121:1469-1476. PMCID: 3578960. 

29. Cruz RJ, Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Goodpaster B, Fox K, Fontes P, DiMartini AF.  Objective Radiological 
Assessment of Body Composition in Patients with End-Stage Liver Disease: Going Beyond the BMI.  
Transplantation. 2013; 95(4): 617-622. PMCID: 4504696. 

30. DiMartini AF, Cruz R, Dew MA, Fitzgerald MG, Chiappetta L, Myaskovsky L, DeVera ME.  Motives and 
decision making of potential living liver donors: Comparisons between gender, relationships and 
ambivalence.  American Journal of Transplantation. 2012; 12(1):136-151. PMID:  22081865. 

31. *Myaskovsky L, Doebler DA, Posluszny D, Dew MA, Unruh M, Fried LF, Switzer GE, Kim S, Chang 
CCH, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. Perceived discrimination predicts longer time to be accepted for kidney 
transplant.  Transplantation, “Editor’s Pick.”  2012; 93(4):423–429. PMCID: 3275654. 

32. Dew MA, DiMartini AF, DeVito Dabbs AJ, Fox KR, Myaskovsky L, Posluszny DM, Switzer GE, Zomak R, 
Kormos RL, Toyoda Y.  Onset and risk factors for anxiety and depression during the first two years after 
lung transplantation.  General Hospital Psychiatry. 2012; 34:127-138. PMCID:3288337. 

33. *Myaskovsky L, Doebler DA, Posluszny D, Dew MA, Unruh M, Crowley-Matoka M, Switzer GE, Chang 
CC, DiMartini  AF, Shapiro R, Tan H.  Rates and correlates of health maintenance behaviors after living 
kidney donation.  Progress in Transplantation. 2012; 22(2):147-154. PMID:  22878071. 

34. Kang EW, Pike F, Ramer S, Abdel-Kader K, Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Unruh M. The association of 
mental health over time with cardiac outcomes in HEMO study patients. Clinical Journal of the American 
Society of Nephrology. 2012; 7: 957-964. PMCID: 3693543. 

35. Myaskovsky L, Posluszny D, Schultz R, DiMartini AF, Switzer GE, DeVito Dabbs AJ, McNulty ML, 
Kormos R, Toyoda Y, Dew MA. Predictors and Outcomes of Quality of life in caregivers of cardiothoracic 
transplant recipients.  American Journal of Transplantation. 2012; 12(12): 3387-3397. PMCID: 3513563. 

36. ++Fyffe DC, Botticcello AL, Myaskovsky L.  Vulnerable groups living with spinal cord injury.  Topics in 
Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation. 2011; 17(2):1-9. DOI: 10.1310/sci1702-01. PMCID:3746335. 

37. Myaskovsky L, Burkitt KH, Lichy AM, Ljungberg IH, Fyffe DC, Ozawa H, Switzer GE, Fine MJ, Boninger 
ML. The association of race, cultural factors, and health-related quality of life among persons with spinal 
cord injury. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 2011;92(3): 441-448.  PMID: 21353826.  

38. *Eggers SL, Myaskovsky L, Burkitt KH, Tolerico M, Switzer GE, Fine MJ, Boninger ML. A preliminary 
model of wheelchair service delivery. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 2009;90(6):1030-
8. PMID: 19480881.  

39. Dew MA, Dabbs AD, Myaskovsky L, Shyu S, Shellmer DA, DiMartini AF, Steel J, Unruh M, Switzer GE, 
Shapiro R, Greenhouse JB. Meta-analysis of medical regimen adherence outcomes in pediatric solid 
organ transplantation. Transplantation. 2009;88(5):736-46. PMCID: PMC2769559. 

40. Abdel-Kader K, Myaskovsky L, Karpov I, Shah J, Hess R, Dew MA, Unruh M. Individual quality of life in 
chronic kidney disease: influence of age and dialysis modality. Clinical Journal of the American Society of 
Nephrology. 2009;4(4):711-8. PMID: 19339411; PMCID: PMC2666434. 

41. Dew MA, DiMartini AF, Steel J, De Vito Dabbs A, Myaskovsky L, Unruh M, Greenhouse J. Meta-analysis 
of risk for relapse to substance use after transplantation of the liver or other solid organs. Liver 
Transplantation. 2008;14(2):159-72. PMID: 18236389; PMCID: PMC2883859. 

42. Dew MA, DiMartini AF, De Vito Dabbs A, Zomak R, De Geest S, Dobbels F, Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, 
Unruh M, Steel JL, Kormos RL, McCurry KR. Adherence to the medical regimen during the first two years 
after lung transplantation. Transplantation. 2008;85(2):193-202. PMCID:3387784. 

43. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Crowley-Matoka M, Unruh M, DiMartini AF, Dew MA. Psychosocial factors 
associated with ethnic differences in transplantation. Current Opinions in Organ Transplantation. 
2007;12(2):182-7.   

44. Dew MA, DiMartini AF, De Vito Dabbs A, Myaskovsky L, Steel J, Unruh M, Switzer GE, Zomak R, 
Kormos RL, Greenhouse JB. Rates and risk factors for nonadherence to the medical regimen after adult 
solid organ transplantation. Transplantation. 2007;83(7):858-73. PMID: 17460556. 

45. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, McNulty ML, Switzer GE, DiMartini AF, Kormos RL, McCurry KR. Trajectories 
of change in quality of life in 12-month survivors of lung or heart transplant. American Journal of 
Transplantation. 2006;6(8):1939-47. PMID: 16889548. 
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46. Switzer GE, Dew MA, Harrington DJ, Crowley-Matoka M, Myaskovsky L, Abress L, Confer DL. Ethnic 
differences in donation-related characteristics among potential hematopoietic stem cell donors. 
Transplantation. 2005;80(7):890-6. PMID: 16249735. 

47. Myaskovsky L, Unikel E, Dew MA. Effects of gender diversity on performance and interpersonal 
behavior in small work groups. Sex Roles. 2005;52(9-10):645-57.  

48. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, McNulty ML, DiMartini AF, McCurry KR. Quality of life and coping 
strategies among lung transplant candidates and their family caregivers. Social Science and Medicine. 
2005;60(10):2321-32. PMID: 15748679. 

49. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, DiMartini AF, Schulberg HC, Kormos RL. Profiles and predictors of 
the course of psychological distress across four years after heart transplantation. Psychological Medicine. 
2005;35(8):1215-27. PMID: 16116947. 

50. Switzer GE, Dew MA, Goycoolea JM, Myaskovsky L, Abress L, Confer DL. Attrition of potential bone 
marrow donors at two key decision points leading to donation. Transplantation. 2004;77(10):1529-34. 
PMID: 15239616. 

51. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Goycoolea JM, Confer DL, Abress L. The association of donor 
center characteristics with attrition from the national marrow donor registry. Transplantation. 
2004;77(6):874-80. PMID: 15077030. 

52. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, DiMartini AF, Switzer GE, Schulberg HC, Kormos RL. Onset, timing, and risk 
for depression and anxiety in family caregivers to heart transplant recipients. Psychological Medicine. 
2004;34(6):1065-82. PMID: 15554577. 

53. Switzer GE, Myaskovsky L, Goycoolea JM, Dew MA, Confer DL, King R. Factors associated with 
ambivalence about bone marrow donation among newly recruited unrelated potential donors. 
Transplantation. 2003;75(9):1517-23. PMID: 12792507. 

54. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Hall M, Kormos RL, Goycoolea JM, DiMartini AF, Manzetti JD, 
McCurry KR. Avoidant coping with health problems is related to poorer quality of life among lung 
transplant candidates. Progress in Transplantation. 2003;13(3):183-92. PMID: 14558632. 

55. Moreland RL, Myaskovsky L. Exploring the performance benefits of group training: transactive memory 
or improved communication? Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes. 2000;82(1):117-
33. 

56. Myaskovsky L, Wittig MA. Predictors of feminist social identity among college women. Sex Roles. 
1997;37(11-12):861-83. 

57. Pelham BW, Sumarta TT, Myaskovsky L. The easy path from many to much: the numerosity heuristic. 
Cognitive Psychology. 1994;26(2):103-33. 

Manuscripts under Review and In Preparation (*indicates work completed with mentees, ++ indicate work 
completed with minority mentees) 

1. Lentine KL, Salvalaggio PR, Caliskan Y, Lam NN, McAdams-DeMarco M, Axelrod D, Segev DL, 
Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Bruschwein H, Levine D, Sweet S, Hess GP, Kasiske BL, Schnitzler MA. 
Survival implications of prescription opioid and benzodiazepine use in lung transplant recipients: analysis 
of linked transplant registry and pharmacy fill records. Journal of Heart and Lung Transplantation. (under 
review) 

2. *Swift S, Wang S, Chang CCH, Pleis JR, Dew MA, Shapiro R, Unruh ML, Kendall K, Croswell E, Peipert 
JD, Myaskovsky L. Do Social Determinants of Health Predict Patient Reported Outcomes in Kidney 
Failure Patients Being Evaluated for Transplant? American Journal of Transplantation. (under review) 

3. *Ng YH, Litvinovich I, Leyva Y, Ford CG, Zhu Y, Kendall KL, Croswell E, Puttarajappa C, Dew MA, 
Shapiro R, Unruh ML, Myaskovsky L. Medication, healthcare appointment and lifestyle nonadherence: 
do they share the same risk factors? Clinical Transplantation. (in preparation) 

4. *Ford CG, Leyva Y, Zhu Y, Kruger E, Kendall K, Croswell E, Dew MA, Ng YH, Unruh ML, Puttarajappa C, 
Hariharan S, Tevar A, Myaskovsky L. Transplant worry predicts patient no-show to kidney transplant 
evaluation appointment. For submission to American Journal of Transplantation. (in preparation) 

5. *Ford CG, Leyva Y, Zhu Y, Dew MA, Ng YH, Kendall K, Croswell E, Puttarajappa C, Shapiro R, Unruh 
ML, Myaskovsky L. Social determinants of health assessed at kidney transplant evaluation predict 
quality of life post-transplant. For submission to American Journal of Transplantation. (in preparation) 

6. *Gangwish D, Nellos T, Leyva Y, Ng YH, Riley J, Myaskovsky L. Predictors of post-transplant rejection. 
For submission to Transplantation. (in preparation) 
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Published Abstracts  

1. Dew MA, DeVito Dabbs AJ, DiMartini AF, Ma Y, McNulty ML, Posluszny DM, Myaskovsky L, Sciortino 
CM, Sanchez PG, Pilewski JM.  Health-related quality of life impairments and benefits 15-19 years after 
lung or heart transplant. Journal of Heart and Lung Transplantation. 2020;39(4 Suppl), S90. 

2. DeBlasio RN, Myaskovsky L, Kendall K, DiMartini A, Switzer G; Posluszny DM, Puttarajappa C, Tevar 
AD, Hariharan S, Shapiro R; Dew MA. Impact of race and substance use on listing decisions for kidney 
transplant. American Journal of Transplantation. 2019; 19(Suppl 3), 505. 

3. Kendall K, Li X, Chang C-C, Pleis J, Croswell E, Dew M, Switzer G, Langone A, Mittal-Henkle A, Saha S, 
Ramkumar M, Adams-Flohr J, Thomas C, Myaskovsky L. “Non-Medical Factors Predict Receipt and 
Type of Kidney Transplant in Veterans.” American Journal of Transplantation. 2018;18 (suppl 4). 

4. Wesselman H, Li X, Chang J, Kendall K, Pleis J, Croswell E, Dew M, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. “Non-
medical factors predict receipt and type of kidney transplant.” American Journal of Transplantation. 
2018;18 (suppl 4). 

5. Ng Y-H, Pankratz S, Bornemann K, Croswell E, Pleis J, Shapiro R, Unruh M, Myaskovsky L. “Factors 
impacting racial disparity in kidney transplant wait-listing.” Journal of the American Society of Nephrology. 
2017;28 (abstract edition): 670. 

6. Bornemann K, Croswell E, Abaye M, Bryce C, Chang J, Good D, Freehling Heiles C, Dew M, Boulware L, 
Tevar A, Myaskovsky L. “Protocol of the KTFT-TALK study to reduce racial disparities in kidney 
transplant evaluation and living donor kidney transplantation.” American Journal of Transplantation. 
2017;17 (suppl 3). 

7. Myaskovsky L, Pleis J, Ramkumar M, Langone A, Saha S, and Thomas C.  Fewer race disparities in the 
National VA Kidney Transplant Program. American Journal of Transplantation. 2014;14(S3):827. 

8. Myaskovsky L, Freeman M, Pleis J, Dew MA, Switzer GE, and Shapiro R. “Race, experience of 
discrimination, and other non-medical factors predict differences in acceptance for kidney 
transplantation.” American Journal of Transplantation. 2014;14(S3):827. 

9. *Freeman M, Pleis J, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. Deficiencies in patients’ transplant knowledge and 
learning activities predicts longer time to complete kidney transplant evaluation. American Journal of 
Transplantation. 2013;13(S5):547. 

10. *Myaskovsky L, Pleis J, Ramkumar M, Mittalhenkle A, Langone A, Thomas C. Has the VA found a way 
to reduce racial disparities in kidney transplant evaluation? Preliminary results from the National VA 
Kidney Transplant Study. American Journal of Transplantation. 2013;13(S5):541. 

11. *Myaskovsky L, Almario D, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Crowley-Matoka M, Unruh M, De Vito Dabbs A, 
Shapiro R, Tan H. Is donating a kidney associated with changes in health habits? American Journal of 
Transplantation. 2010;10(Suppl 4):536. 

12. *Myaskovsky L, Almario D, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Unruh M, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. Racial disparities 
in kidney transplantation: beyond medical factors. American Journal of Transplantation. 2010;10(Suppl 
4):282. 

13. Ng Y-H, Pankratz S, Bornemann K, Croswell E, Pleis J, Shapiro R, Unruh M, Myaskovsky L. “Non-
medical factors contributing to racial disparity in kidney transplant wait-listing. American Journal of 
Transplantation. 2017;17 (suppl 3). 

14. Myaskovsky L, McNulty M, Kormos R, Dew MA. Predictors of quality of life in caregivers to 
cardiothoracic transplant recipients. American Journal of Transplantation. 2010;10(Suppl 4):204. 

15. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, DeVito Dabbs AJ, DiMartini AF, Toyoda Y, Zomak R, Kormos RL. Predictors 
and outcomes associated with quality of life (QOL) in family caregivers to cardiothoracic transplant 
recipients. Journal of Heart and Lung Transplantation. 2010;29(Suppl 2):S59. 

16. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Crowley-Matoka M, Unruh M, De Vito Dabbs A, Shapiro R, Tan H. 
Is donating a kidney associated with changes in health habits? Annals of Behavioral Medicine. 
2008;35(Suppl 1):S56. 
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17. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Hritz V, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. Cultural factors and transplant 
knowledge related to race disparities in living donor kidney transplantation. Annals of Behavioral 
Medicine. 2008;35(Suppl 1):S56. 

Book Chapters 

1. *Ford CG, Unruh ML, Myaskovsky L. Measuring and improving quality of life. In Cukor D, Cohen S, 
Kimmel PL, eds. Psychosocial Aspects of Chronic Kidney Disease. Elsevier: 2020. (in press) 

2. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Steel JL, DiMartini AF. Posttransplant psychosocial and mental health care of 
the renal recipient. In: Sher Y, Maldonado J, eds. Psychosocial Care of the End-Stage Disease and 
Transplant Patient: Springer Publishing; 2018. 

3. Switzer GE, Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Crowley-Matoka M, Harrington DJ, DiMartini AF. Mothers’ 
experiences of umbilical cord blood donation. In: Weimar W, Bos MA, Busschbach JJ, eds. Organ 
Transplantation: Ethical, Legal, and Psychological Aspects. Lengerich, Germany: Pabst Science 
Publishers; 2008:298-305. 

4. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Mor MK, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R, Dew MA. Cultural factors related to race 
differences in preference for living donor kidney transplantation. In: Weimar W, Bos MA, Busschbach JJ, 
eds. Organ Transplantation: Ethical, Legal, and Psychological Aspects. Lengerich, Germany: Pabst 
Science Publishers; 2008:366-76. 

5. Dew MA, Switzer GE, DiMartini AF, Myaskovsky L, Crowley-Matoka M. Psychosocial aspects of living 
organ donation. In: Tan H, Marcos A, Shapiro R, eds. Living Donor Organ Transplantation. New York, 
NY: Taylor and Francis; 2007:7-26. 

6. Dew MA, Switzer GE, Myaskovsky L, DiMartini AF, Tovt-Korshynska MI. Rating scales for mood 
disorders. In: Stein DJ, Kupfer DJ, Schatzberg AF, eds. The American Psychiatric Publishing Textbook of 
Mood Disorders. Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Publishing; 2005:69-97. 

7. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, DiMartini AF. Organ transplantation. In: Christensen AJ, Martin R, 
Smyth JM, eds. Encyclopedia of Health Psychology. New York, NY: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers; 
2004:189-92. 

Other Publications  

1. Bogart LM, Pinkerton SD, Cecil H, Myaskovsky L, Wagstaff DA, Abramson PR. Attitudes toward and 
definitions of having sex [letter]. JAMA. 1999;282(20):1917-8; author reply 1918-9. PMID: 10580453. 

Media Coverage  

1. Novotney A. Saving lives, one organ at a time:  Psychologists are helping remove barriers to organ 
donation. Monitor on Psychology. 2011; 42(11): 74-79. 

2. Conte A. Organ transplant program 'mistrust' studied. Pittsburgh Tribune Review. May 2, 2010; City and 
Region: C1, C7. 

Invited Lectures (Research Related) 

1. “Disparities in access to transplantation.” Invited speaker for the American Society of Transplantation’s 
Timely Topics in Transplantation webinar, to be presented on November 4, 2020.  

2. “Overcoming geographic challenges to transplantation.” Invited speaker in scientific session entitled, 
“Rural Nephrology: Obstacles to Care and Solutions,” at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of 
Nephrology Kidney Week, San Diego, CA, October, 2018. 

3. “Unexpected race and ethnicity differences in the U.S. National Veterans Affairs kidney transplant 
program.”  Invited research presentation at the New Mexico VA Healthcare System, Albuquerque, NM, 
June, 2018. 

4. “The influence of race, cultural, and psychosocial factors on disparities in processes and outcomes of 
care for spinal cord injury.” Invited lecture at the State of the Science Symposium: Diversity and Disparity 
in Medical Rehabilitation for Wounded, Injured, and Ill Veterans, Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences, Bethesda, MD, November, 2014. 

5. “Association of race, cultural and psychosocial factors with QOL after spinal cord injury: A health services 
research perspective.” Invited lecture at the Rehabilitative and Regenerative Medicine for Minority Health 
and Health Disparities (REMEDY), a FRONTIERS Advanced Training Course funded by the NIH, 
Morehouse School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA, June, 2014. 
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6. “Race Disparities in Kidney Transplantation.”  Medicine Grand Rounds presented at the University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, February, 2013. 

7. “Cultural and psychosocial factors predict racial disparities in kidney transplant evaluation.”  Poster 
presentation at the 2012 NIDDK New Principal Investigators Workshop, Bethesda, MD, December 2012. 

8. “Understanding disparities in kidney transplantation.” Paper presented at the Center for Organ Recovery 
and Education/Minority Organ and Tissue Transplant Education Program’s Second Annual Kountz, 
Callender, Rappaport Multicultural Transplantation Symposium, Transplantation Disparities: Current 
Trends and Future Prospects, Pittsburgh, PA, September 2011.   

Research-Related Presentations: National and International (*indicates work completed with mentees) 

1. *Swift S, Wang S, Chang CCH, Pleis JL, Dew MA, Shapiro R, Unruh ML, Kendall K, Croswell E, Peipert 
JD, Myaskovsky L. Do Social Determinants of Health Predict Patient Reported Outcomes in Kidney 
Failure Patients Being Evaluated for Transplant?  Oral presentation to be presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Society of Nephrology (Kidney Week), Virtual Meeting, October 2020 

2. *Ford CG, Kruger E, Leyva YL, Zhu Y, Croswell EJ, Kendall KL, Dew MA, Puttarajappa C, Unruh ML, Ng 
Y, Myaskovsky L. “Predictors of Kidney Transplant Evaluation Non-Attendance.” Poster to be presented 
at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of Nephrology (Kidney Week), Virtual Meeting, October 
2020. 

3. *Ford CG, Leyva YL, Zhu Y, Croswell EJ, Kendall KL, Puttarajappa C, Dew MA, Unruh ML, Ng Y, 
Myaskovsky L. “Predictors of kidney transplant evaluation clinic attendance.” Poster presented at the 
41st Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Francisco, CA, 
April 2020. 

4. *Ng YH, Litvinovich Y, Leyva Y, Ford CG, Zhu YL, Kendall K, Croswell E, Puttarajappa CM, Dew MA, 
Shapiro R, Unruh ML, Myaskovsky L. “Can social determinants of health pre-transplant predict 
adherence post-transplant?” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of 
Nephrology, Kidney Week, Washington DC, November 2019. 

5. *Gangwish D, Nellos T, Harford A, Ng YH, Myaskovsky L, Leyva Y, Riley JM. Renal transplant study on 
the effect of time from initial evaluation to wait-listing on renal allograft outcomes. Poster presented at the 
98th Annual Meeting of the South Central Section of the American Urological Association, Colorado 
Springs, CO, September 2019. 

6. *Gangwish D, Nellos T, Harford A, Ng YH, Myaskovsky L, Leyva Y, Riley JM. Renal transplant study on 
the effect of time from initial evaluation to wait-listing on renal allograft outcomes. Poster presented at the 
University of New Mexico Annual Surgery Research Symposium, Albuquerque, NM, July 2019. 

7. *DeBlasio RN, Myaskovsky L, Kendall KL, DiMartini AF, Switzer GE, Posluszny DM, Puttarajappa C, 
Tevar AD, Hariharan S, Shapiro R, Dew MA. Race and substance use as predictors of candidacy for 
kidney transplantation. Oral presentation presented at the annual meeting of the American Transplant 
Congress, Boston, MA, June 2019.  

8. *Wesselman H, Wang S, Chang C-C, Pleis JR, Kendall KL, Croswell E, Dew MA, Unruh M, Shapiro R, 
Myaskovsky L. Social determinants of quality of life in patients evaluated for kidney transplant. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Transplant Congress, Boston, MA, June 2019.  

9. *DeBlasio RN, Myaskovsky L, Kendall KL, DiMartini AF, Switzer GE, Posluszny DM, Puttarajappa C, 
Shapiro R, Dew MA. Race and substance use as predictors of candidacy for kidney transplantation. 
Poster presented at the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students, Indianapolis, IN, 
November 2018.  

10. *Wesselman H, Li X, Chang CH, Kendall KL, Pleis JR, Croswell E, Dew MA, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. 
Social determinants of quality of life in patients evaluated for kidney transplant. Poster presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Society of Nephrology Kidney Week, San Diego, CA, October 2018.  

11. *Kendall KL, Chang CH, Li X, Pleis JL, Croswell E, Dew MA, Langone A, Mittalhenkle A, Saha S, Adams-
Flohr J, Ramkumar M, Thomas C, Myaskovsky L. Non-medical factors predict receipt and type of kidney 
transplant in Veterans. Oral presentation at the annual meeting of the American Transplant Congress, 
Seattle, WA, June 2018. 

12. *Wesselman H, Li X, Chang CH, Kendall KL, Pleis JR, Croswell E, Dew MA, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. 
Non-medical factors predict receipt and type of kidney transplant. Poster presentation at the annual 
meeting of the American Transplant Congress, Seattle, WA, June 2018.  
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13. Myaskovsky L, Jesse M, Kuntz K, Leino A, Piepert JD, Russell C, Spivey C, Sulejmani N, and Dew MA. 
"Report from the AST Adherence Task Force: Real World Options for Promoting Adherence" Panel 
Discussion presented at the 39th Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions of the Society of Behavioral 
Medicine, New Orleans, Louisiana, April 2018. 

14. *Ng Y, Pankratz VS, Bornemann KL, Croswell E, Pleis JR, Unruh ML, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. 
“Factors impacting racial disparity in kidney transplant wait-listing.” Poster presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Society of Nephrology (Kidney Week), New Orleans, LA, November 2017. 

15. Fyffe D, Worobey L, Myaskovsky L. “Demographic, cultural, psychosocial, and health factors associated 
with wheelchair outcomes in spinal cord injury.” Symposium presented at the Annual Conference of the 
American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine, Atlanta, GA, October 2017. 

16. *Ng Y, Pankratz VS, Bornemann KL, Croswell E, Pleis JR, Unruh ML, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. “Non-
medical factors contributing to racial disparity in kidney transplant wait-listing.” Poster presented at the 
17th Annual American Transplant Congress, Chicago, IL, May 2017. 

17. *Bornemann K, Croswell E, Abaye M, Bryce CL, Chang CH, Good D, Freehling C, Dew MA, Boulware LE, 
Tevar A, Myaskovsky L. Protocol of the KTFT-TALK Study to reduce racial disparities in kidney 
transplant evaluation and living donor kidney transplantation.” Poster presented at the 17th Annual 
American Transplant Congress, Chicago, IL, May 2017. 

18. Myaskovsky L, Kuntz K, Jesse M, Peipert JD, Spivey C, Russell C, Dew MA. “Report from the AST 
Adherence Task Force: Real world options for promoting adherence.” Symposium presented at the 17th 
Annual American Transplant Congress, Chicago, IL, May 2017. 

19. ++Johnson AE, Adhikari S, Althouse AD, Thoma FW, Marroquin OC, Koscomb S, Hausmann L, 
Myaskovsky L, Saba SF. Persistent Gender Disparities in Implantable Cardioverter-Defibrillator Therapy. 
Poster to be presented at the 66th Annual Scientific Session of the American College of Cardiology, 
Washington DC, March, 2017. 

20. Goffman RM, Harris S, May JH, Milicevic AS, Monte RJ, Myaskovsky L, Rodriguez KL, Tjader YC, 
Vargas D. “National Initiative to Reduce Missed Opportunities: Modeling patient attendance history and 
predicting future outpatient appointment behavior.” Poster presented at the Academy Health 9th Annual 
Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation, Washington DC, December, 2016. 

21. Gruszkowski AK, Kennedy MW, Drobek ER, Turgeman L, Milicevic AS, Hubert TL, Myaskovsky L, May 
JH, Monte RJ, Sapnas K, PhD. “The Reducing Readmissions Through Improving Care Transitions 
(RRTICT) Quality Improvement Program.” Paper presented at the Academy Health 9th Annual 
Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation, Washington DC, December, 2016. 

22. Myaskovsky L, Freeman M, Pleis J, Dew MA, Switzer GE, and Shapiro R. “Race, experience of 

discrimination, and other non-medical factors predict differences in acceptance for kidney 
transplantation.” Poster presented at the World Transplant Congress, San Francisco, CA, July, 2014.  
*Awarded WTC Poster of Distinction.  

23. Myaskovsky L, Pleis J, Ramkumar M, Langone A, Saha S, and Thomas C.  “Fewer race disparities in 
the National VA Kidney Transplant Program.” Poster presented at the World Transplant Congress, San 
Francisco, CA, July, 2014.  *Awarded WTC Poster of Distinction. 

24. Myaskovsky L, Fyffe DC, Botticello AL, Meade MA. “The role of personal, environmental, and provider 
factors in health and health care disparities in adults with spinal cord injury.” Symposium presented at the 
35th Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, Philadelphia, PA, April 
2014. 

25. Myaskovsky L, Pleis J, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Shapiro R. “Cultural and psychosocial factors predict racial 
disparities in kidney transplant evaluation.” Poster presented at the Academy Health Annual Research 
Meeting, Baltimore, MD, June, 2013. 

26. Myaskovsky L, Pleis J, Ramkumar M, Mittalhenkle A, Langone A, Thomas C. “Has the VA found a way 
to reduce racial disparities in kidney transplant evaluation? Preliminary results from the National VA 
Kidney Transplant Study.” Poster presented at the Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, Baltimore, 
MD, June, 2013. 

27. *Freeman M, Pleis J, Shapiro R, Myaskovsky L. “Deficiencies in patients’ transplant knowledge and 
learning activities predicts longer time to complete kidney transplant evaluation.” Poster presented at the 
13th Annual American Transplant Congress, Seattle, Washington, May, 2013. 

28. Myaskovsky L, Pleis J, Ramkumar M, Mittalhenkle A, Langone A, Thomas C. “Has the VA found a way 
to reduce racial disparities in kidney transplant evaluation? Preliminary results from the National VA 



Larissa Myaskovsky, PhD                                   Curriculum Vitae 11 

Kidney Transplant Study.” Poster presented at the 13th Annual American Transplant Congress, Seattle, 
Washington, May 2013. 

29. Meade MA, Fyffe DC, Botticello AL, Myaskovsky L. “Health and healthcare disparities among adults with 
spinal cord injury.” Poster presentation presented at the 2012 NIH Summit on the Science of Eliminating 
Health Disparities, National Harbor, MD, December 2012. 

30. Myaskovsky L, Pleis J, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Cultural and psychosocial 
factors predict racial disparities in kidney transplant evaluation.”  Oral presentation presented at the 2012 
NIH Summit on the Science of Eliminating Health Disparities, National Harbor, MD, December 2012. 

31. Switzer GE, Dew MA, Bruce J, Myaskovsky L, Confer D, Abress L, DiMartini A, Harrington D, 
Ohngemach S.  “Factors associated with race and CT-stage decision in a racially diverse sample of 
NMDP registrants.”  Oral presentation presented at the Annual Congress of the European Group for 
Blood and Marrow Transplantation, Geneva, Switzerland, April 2012. 

32. Myaskovsky L, Hausmann LRM.  “Designing a Course to Engage Clinical Scholars in Healthcare 
Disparities Research.”  Poster presented at the 3rd Multidisciplinary Conference in Clinical Research and 
3rd Summit of Translational Research in Healthcare Disparities, San Juan, Puerto Rico, February 2012. 

33. Myaskovsky L, Burkitt KH, Lichy AM, Ljungberg IH, Fyffe DC, Kloke J, Switzer GE, Fine MJ, Boninger, 
ML. “Association of race, cultural factors, and quality of life in persons with spinal cord injury.” Oral 
presentation at the APHA 139th Annual Meeting and Exposition, Washington, DC, October 2011. 

34. Myaskovsky L, Burkitt KH, Lichy AM, Ljungberg IH, Fyffe DC, Kloke J, Switzer GE, Fine MJ, Boninger, 
ML. “Association of race, cultural factors, and quality of life in persons with spinal cord injury.” Poster 
presented at the ACRM-ASNR Annual Conference, Progress in Rehabilitation Research, Atlanta, GA, 
October 2011. 

35. Myaskovsky L, Almario D, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Unruh M, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Racial Disparities 
in Kidney Transplant: Beyond Medical Factors.” Paper presented at VA HSR&D Field Based Conference, 
VA Equity Research:  Moving the Field Forward, Boston, MA, September 2010. 

36. Myaskovsky L, Almario D, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Crowley-Matoka M, Unruh M, De Vito Dabbs A, 
Shapiro R, Tan H. “Is Donating a Kidney Associated with Changes in Health Habits?” Poster presented at 
the 10th Annual American Transplant Congress, San Diego, California, May 2010. 

37. Myaskovsky L, Almario D, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Unruh M, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Racial Disparities 
in Kidney Transplantation: Beyond Medical Factors.” Poster presented at the 10th Annual American 
Transplant Congress, San Diego, California, May 2010. 

38. Myaskovsky L, McNulty M, Kormos R, Dew MA. “Predictors of Quality of Life in Caregivers to 
Cardiothoracic Transplant Recipients.” Paper presented at the 10th Annual American Transplant 
Congress, San Diego, California, May 2010. 

39. Myaskovsky L, Almario D, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Crowley-Matoka M, Unruh M, De Vito Dabbs A, 
Shapiro R, Tan H. “Is Donating a Kidney Associated with Changes in Health Habits?” Paper presented at 
the 2nd ELPAT Congress on Ethical, Legal, and Psychosocial Aspects of Organ Transplantation, 
Rotterdam, Netherlands, April 2010. 

40. Myaskovsky L, Almario D, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Unruh M, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Racial Disparities 
in Kidney Transplant: Beyond Medical Factors.” Paper presented at the 2nd ELPAT Congress on Ethical, 
Legal, and Psychosocial Aspects of Organ Transplantation, Rotterdam, Netherlands, April 2010. 

41. Myaskovsky L, McNulty M, Kormos R, Dew MA. “Predictors of Quality of Life in Caregivers to 
Cardiothoracic Transplant Recipients.” Paper presented at the 2nd ELPAT Congress on Ethical, Legal, 
and Psychosocial Aspects of Organ Transplantation, Rotterdam, Netherlands, April 2010. 

42. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, De Vito Dabbs A, DiMartini AF, Toyoda Y, Zomak R, Kormos R. “Predictors 
and Outcomes Associated with Quality of Life (QOL) in Family Caregivers of Cardiothoracic Transplant 
Recipients.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions of the International Society 
for Heart and Lung Transplantation, Chicago, Illinois, April 2010. 

43. Myaskovsky L, Eggers SL, Burkitt KH, Oyster ML, Switzer GE, Fine MJ, Boninger ML. “A Descriptive 
Model of Wheelchair Service Delivery.” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Congress on 
Spinal Cord Medicine and Rehabilitation, Dallas, Texas, September 2009. 

44. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Crowley-Matoka M, Unruh M, De Vito Dabbs A, DiMartini A, 
Shapiro R, Tan H. “Is Donating a Kidney Associated with Changes in Health Habits?” Poster presented at 
the 7th Biennial Conference on Psychiatric, Psychosocial, and Ethical Issues in Organ Transplantation, 
Chicago, Illinois, April 2008. 
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45. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Crowley-Matoka M, Unruh M, De Vito Dabbs A, Shapiro R, Tan H. 
“Is Donating a Kidney Associated with Changes in Health Habits?” Poster presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Diego, California, March 2008. 

46. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Hritz V, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Cultural Factors and Transplant 
Knowledge Related to Race Disparities in Living Donor Kidney Transplantation.” Poster presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Diego, California, March 2008. 

47. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Hritz V, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Cultural Factors and Transplant 
Knowledge Related to Race Disparities in Living Donor Kidney Transplantation.” Poster presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the VA Health Services Research and Development Service, Baltimore, Maryland, 
February 2008. 

48. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Mor MK, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Cultural Factors Related to 
Race Disparities in Living Donor Kidney Transplantation.” Paper presented at the conference entitled 
Initiating a European Platform—Organ Transplantation: Ethical, Legal, and Psychological Aspects, 
Towards a Common European Policy, Rotterdam, Netherlands, April 2007. 

49. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Mor MK, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. “Cultural Factors Related to 
Race Disparities in Living Donor Kidney Transplantation.” Poster presented at the Career Development 
Awardee Annual Meeting of the VA Health Services Research and Development Service, Arlington, 
Virginia, February 2007. 

50. Myaskovsky L. “Factors Related to Race Disparities in Kidney Transplantation.” Poster presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Francisco, California, March 2006. 

51. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, DiMartini AF, Switzer GE, Kormos RL. “Profiles and Predictors of Psychiatric 
Distress across 4 Years after Heart Transplantation.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
International Society of Heart and Lung Transplantation, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 2005. 

52. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, McNulty ML, DiMartini AF, McCurry KR. “Quality of Life and 
Coping Strategies among Lung Transplant Candidates and Their Family Caregivers.” Paper presented at 
the Biennial Meeting on Psychiatric, Psychosocial, and Ethical Issues in Organ Transplantation, Santa 
Monica, California, February 2005. 

53. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, McNulty ML, Switzer GE, DiMartini AF, Kormos RL, McCurry KR. “Lung and 
Heart Transplant Recipients’ Health Status and Social Support, but Not Their Coping Strategies, Are 
Related to Quality of Life 1 Year after Transplant.” Paper presented at the Biennial Meeting on 
Psychiatric, Psychosocial, and Ethical Issues in Organ Transplantation, Santa Monica, California, 
February 2005. 

54. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Crowley-Matoka M. “Medical Altruism: Issues in Living Donation.” 
Symposium presented at the Biennial Meeting on Psychiatric, Psychosocial, and Ethical Issues in Organ 
Transplantation, Santa Monica, California, February 2005. 

55. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, McNulty ML, McCurry KR. “The Dynamic Relationship between Lung Disease 
Patients’ and Caregivers’ Coping and Quality-of-Life Outcomes.” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland, March 2004. 

56. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Goycoolea JR, Kormos RL. “Avoidant Coping and Caregiver 
Characteristics Are Related to Poorer Quality of Life among Patients with End-Stage Liver Disease.” 
Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
March 2003. 

57. Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Dew MA, Goycoolea JR. “Ambivalence among New Recruits to the National 
Marrow Donor Program.” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, March 2003. 

58. Myaskovsky L, Moreland RL. “Exploring the Effects of Gender Diversity on Transactive Memory in 
Groups.” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
Los Angeles, California, February 2003. 

59. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, DiMartini AF, Kormos RL, Switzer GE, Harris RC. “Health Outcomes and 
Potential Interventions for Family Caregivers to Organ Transplant Patients.” Paper presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the International Transplant Nurses Society, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, September 
2002. 

60. Dew MA, Myaskovsky L, Switzer GE, Kormos RL, DiMartini AF, Goycoolea JR. “Gender-Related 
Differences in Mental Health Issues Facing Patients after Solid Organ Transplantation.” Poster presented 
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at the Annual Meeting of the International Transplant Nurses Society, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
September 2002. 

61. Myaskovsky L, Dew MA, Switzer GE, Goycoolea JR, Manzetti J, Kormos RL. “Examining the Role of 
Coping in Quality of Life among Lung Transplant Candidates.” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the International Transplant Nurses Society, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, September 2002. 

62. Cecil H, Bogart LM, Pinkerton SD, Myaskovsky L. “College Students’ Understanding of Condom Use 
Frequency Statements.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Public Health 
Association, Boston, Massachusetts, November 2000. 

63. Myaskovsky L, Moreland RL. “Exploring the Performance Benefits of Group Training: Transactive 
Memory or Improved Communication?” Paper presented at the Annual Graduate Research Expo, 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, March 2000. 

64. Myaskovsky L, Moreland RL. “Exploring the Performance Benefits of Group Training: Transactive 
Memory or Improved Communication?” Hot Topic presented at the Annual Convention of the American 
Psychological Society, Denver, Colorado, June 1999. 

65. Bogart LM, Cecil H, Pinkerton SD, Myaskovsky L. “College Students’ Assessment of Sexual Behavior 
Terminology.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association, 
Washington, DC, November 1998. 

66. Myaskovsky L, Ryan CS. “Effects of Stereotypes on Information-Gathering Strategies.” Poster presented 
at the Annual Convention of the American Psychological Society, Washington, DC, May 1998. 

67. Myaskovsky L, Ryan CS. “Effects of Stereotypes on Gathering Information about Individual Group 
Members.” Paper presented at the Annual Keystone Social Psychology Conference, University Park, 
Pennsylvania, April 1997. 

68. Myaskovsky L, Wittig MA. “Predictors of Feminist Social Identity among College Women.” Poster 
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, May 1996. 

 
 
Current Grant and Contract Funding 

Years Grant Number and Title Role and % Effort Source and Amount 

2020-2025 R01MD013752, Access to Kidney 

Transplantation in Minority Populations 

(AKT-MP) 

PI, 20% National Institute of 

Minority Health and 

Health Disparities 

(NIMHD), $2.5 million 

Using a comparative effectiveness approach, we will compare the efficacy and cost- effectiveness 

of two approaches to help Hispanic/Latino and American Indian patients overcome barriers to 

completing transplant evaluation and receiving a kidney transplant: a streamlined kidney transplant 

evaluation process versus a peer-assisted evaluation program. We will assess facilitators and 

barriers to widespread implementation and conduct a cost effectiveness analysis. We will 

determine best practices to assist other transplant centers in implementing the better program.   

2020-2021 C-3861, Experiences of Kidney Transplant 

Donors (DIPEx/HERN)  
Multiple PI: Pandhi, 

Myaskovsky, and 

Unruh, 5% (subsumed 

by CHEK-D) 

UNM Clinical and 

Translational Science 

Center Pilot Fund, 

$25,000 

The aim of this study is to use DIPEx (database of individual patient experiences), a qualitative 

methodology, with kidney donors to understand their pre and post-donation decision-making and 

quality of life. We will collaborate with HERN (Health Experience Research Network) to collect 

preliminary data for a large-scale study that will examine the decision-making, health experience, 

and quality of life of living kidney donors in a multi-site project. 



Larissa Myaskovsky, PhD                                   Curriculum Vitae 14 

2020-2021 

 

IRG-17-178-22, Sexual and Gender Minority 

Cancer Patient and Caregiver Use of 

Palliative Care 

Co-I (mentor), 5% 

(subsumed by CHEK-

D) 

American Cancer Society, 

$30,000 

We will conduct a mixed methods pilot study to compare the experiences of SGM cancer patient 

and caregiver dyads to those of heterosexual, cisgender patient and caregiver dyads to help us 

understand patient and caregiver perceptions of oncology and palliative care utilization. (PI: Kano) 

2020-2021 

 

CTSC023-10, Associations between food 

subsidy score and incident CKD among 

Hispanics: the Hispanic Community Health 

Study/Study of Latinos 

PI/Primary Mentor, 

5% (subsumed by 

CHEK-D) 

UNM HSC Clinical and 

Translational Science 

Center Pilot Award, 

$12,000 

We will investigate the relationship between diet, food subsidies, and CKD among 16,000 

Hispanics from the Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos (HCHS/SOL) 

2020-2022 

 

0992H7, Participatory research to 

understand sexual and gender minority 

(SGM) patient and caregiver experiences of 

cancer 

Co-I (mentor), 2.5%  UNM Comprehensive 

Cancer Center Reserves, 

$150,000 

The objective of this project is to understand how SGM cancer survivors and their caregivers, 

receiving care at the University of New Mexico Comprehensive Cancer Center, experience 

physical, psychosocial, and financial challenges stemming from cancer and follow up care, and to 

determine to what degree these experiences are influenced by their sexual and/or gender 

identities.  (PI: Kano) 

2020-2022 C-4157, Improving Healthcare Outcomes in 

American Indian and Hispanic Transplant 

Recipients Using Culturally-Tailored Novel 

Technology (IMPACT) 

PI, 10% Dialysis Clinic Inc., DCI, 

$316,776 

This pilot project aims to: (1) Examine IMPACT’s acceptability and feasibility in AI and HL 

kidney transplant recipients, and (2) test the efficacy of IMPACT on proximal outcomes (e.g., 

weight, lipid profile, HbA1c, sleep quality, QOL) and distal outcomes (e.g., occupational 

functioning) in kidney transplant recipients.   

2019-2024 R01DK119199, American Indian Chronic 
Renal Insufficiency Cohort Study (AI-CRIC)  

Co-I, 3% National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK), $2,500,000 

This project will address the burden of CKD in Native communities by forming a consortium of 
investigators with extensive experience in conducting research of chronic diseases including 
diabetes, cardiovascular and kidney disease in Native Americans of Southwest US. It will 
assess the extent to which there are higher rates of CKD/CVD progression and relate CKD to 
the levels of potential environmental and occupational exposures unique to AIs residing in the 
American Southwest. (Co-PIs: Unruh and Shah) 

2019-2023 2U54GM104944, Mountain West IDeA 
Clinical and Translational Research-
Infrastructure Network (CTR-IN) 

Co-Investigator 
(Director, 
Professional 
Development Core) 
15% 

National Institute of 
General Medical 
Sciences (NIGMS), 
$16,000,000 

The aims of this award are to accelerate the development of research capacity, increase the 
quantity, quality, and number of successful NIH grant applications in clinical and translational 
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research, and accelerate scientific discovery to improve health in the 7 Mountain West IDeA 
states regions. (PI: Kumar) 

2019-2021 C-4120, No-shows for Kidney Transplant 
Evaluation Study  

PI (subsumed by 
CHEK-D) 

Dialysis Clinic Inc., 
DCI, $37,901 

The aims of this study are to: 1) Describe the frequency of no-shows and characterize the 
demographic, socio-cultural, and medical factors in a sample of ESRD patients scheduled for 
KTE; and 2) After controlling for demographic, socio-cultural, and medical factors, determine 
the association of kidney transplant ambivalence with no-show for KTE.  

2019-2021 FP7054, CKD guideline implementation 
study 

Co-I, 5% (subsumed 
by CHEK-D) 

Renal Dietitians 
Dietetic Practice 
Group, Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics, 
$35,000 

Funded by the Nutrition Research Network to evaluate the implementation of CKD dietary 
guidelines among renal nutritionists.  (PI: Jimenez) 

2019-2020 

 

Contraceptive use among women with 
complex medical conditions 

Co-I, 5% (subsumed 
by CHEK-D) 

University of New 
Mexico School of 
Medicine Research 
Allocation Committee 
(RAC) Grant, $25,000 

This study is designed to estimate the prevalence of reproductive age women with medical 
conditions that put them at high risk of adverse events in pregnancy in US Census Division 8 
and in New Mexico. Also, we will compare contraceptive use among these women and women 
without these medical conditions.  (PI: Krashin) 

2018-2020 C-4097, Adherence in Kidney Transplant 
Study 

Co-I, 5% Dialysis Clinic, Inc. 
(DCI), $47,292 

The goal of this study is determine which non-medical factors (i.e., demographic, cultural, 
psychosocial) assessed at time of evaluation for kidney transplant predict post-transplant non-
adherence. (PI: Ng) 

2017-2020 R34 HL132031-01, Cardiac 
Resynchronization in the Elderly: Piloting 
Pacemaker vs. Defibrillator Therapy  

Co-I, 5% National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute 
(NHLBI), $450,000 

The project will pilot test a randomized, controlled, non-inferiority trial comparing the survival 
and quality of life (QOL) of older patients receiving cardiac resynchronization therapy via a 
pacemaker (CRT-P) vs. a defibrillator (CRT-D). (PI: Saba) 

 
 
Grant and Contract Funding Under Review 

Years Grant Title Role and % Effort Source and Amount 

2021-2023 Neighborhood Built Environment and Racial 
Disparities in Chronic Kidney Disease 

PI/Primary 
Mentor – 10% 

The Chronic Renal 
Insufficiency Cohort 
(CRIC) Study 
Opportunity Pool 
Program, $75,000 

We will evaluate the influence of neighborhood built environment (i.e., walkability, food 
environment, and racial segregation) on CKD and related outcomes (i.e., diet quality, 
cardiometabolic risk, health-related quality of life, CKD, cardiovascular disease, and all-cause 
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mortality) using data from the Chronic Renal Insufficiency Cohort and geospatial data from the 
United States (US) Department of Agriculture, the US Census, and Dun and Bradstreet.  

2021-2026 R01 DK129269, mINFO: My Individualized 
Numbers for Optimal Health 

PI, 25% National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK), $3,663,085 

Using a prospective, adaptive study design, we will conduct a randomized controlled trial to test 
the effect of a new mHealth intervention, consisting of patient-friendly dashboards to relay lab 
bloodwork results and prompts to check their weight, blood pressure and medications, on: (a) 
patient adherence to treatment and self-care recommendations; (b) patient-provider 
communication, patient satisfaction, and quality of life; and, (c) the rate of change in renal 
function, glycemic control, blood pressure, and weight, in CKD patients in New Mexico. 

2021-2023 

 

Piloting the Improving Healthcare Outcomes 
in Minority American Transplant Recipients 
Using Culturally-Tailored Novel Technology 
(IMPACT) intervention in Black Patients 

PI, 10% National Center for 
Advancing Translational 
Sciences (NCATS), 
$699,582 

This pilot study will test the feasibility and acceptability of a culturally-tailored, diet and exercise 
intervention using a novel technology that was developed at the University of New Mexico for 
Hispanic and American Indian patients, in a sample of African American (AA) and White (WH) 
kidney transplant recipients at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center Starzl Transplant 
Institute. 

2021-2023 Identifying Barriers to Telemedicine in 
Vulnerable Kidney Disease Patients during 
COVID (INTEL)  

PI, 30% National Center for 
Advancing Translational 
Sciences (NCATS), 
$711,557 

The goals of this study are to assess the influence of COVID-19, and healthcare system 
response to it, on disparities in access to care in kidney disease patients; document disparities 
in patient-reported and health outcomes related to kidney disease; and, examine how patients’ 
cultural and psychosocial assets and challenges ameliorate or exacerbate disparities in 
healthcare access and clinical and patient-reported outcomes. 

2021-2023 

 

Mixed-methods research to understand 
sexual and gender minority (SGM) patient 
and caregiver experiences of cancer 
palliative care 

Co-I (mentor), 
2.5% 
(subsumed by 
CHEK-D) 

NCI Loan Repayment 
Program, $70,000 

We will conduct a mixed methods study to compare the experiences of SGM cancer patient and 
caregiver dyads to those of heterosexual, cisgender patient and caregiver dyads who are or are 
not utilizing palliative care services at the University of New Mexico Hospital while receiving 
oncology treatment at the University of New Mexico Comprehensive Cancer Center (PI: Kano) 

2021-2026 CRT in Older Heart Failure Patients using 
Pacemaker versus Defibrillator (CHIPPED)  

Co-I, 20% National Heart Lung and 
Blood Institute (NHLBI), 
$5,227,314 

We will compare two approved heart failure therapies (cardiac resynchronization therapy with a 
pacemaker versus a defibrilator) with respect to their impact on all-cause mortality or sustained 
ventricular arrhythmia, quality of life and healthcare cost. (PI:  Saba) 
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Grant Proposals in Progress for Submission 

Years Grant Title Role and % Effort Source and Amount 

2021-2026 Kidney Network Education, Collaboration 
and Training - Extension for Community 
Healthcare Outcomes (Kidney - ECHO)  

Multiple PI – 
Myaskovsky, 
Unruh, Arora 

National Institute of 
Diabetes, Digestive, and 
Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK), $TBD 

The overarching aim of this research is to reduce the burden of chronic kidney disease (CKD) 
among traditionally underserved populations by overcoming barriers to the use of effective 
interventions to slow progression and prevent CKD complications.  We anticipate that Kidney-
ECHO will significantly improve blood pressure and HbA1c of Type 2 diabetics.  In addition, 
Kidney-ECHO will significantly improve provider knowledge and self-efficacy. 

2022-2024 Piloting a Program to Increase Access to 
Kidney Transplant Evaluation for 
Vulnerable Patients (AKT-VP) 

Multiple PI – 
Myaskovsky, 
Argyropoulos 

Dialysis Clinic Inc., DCI, 
$TBD 

This pilot project is designed to test the feasibility and acceptability of conducting remote 
kidney transplant evaluations at dialysis clinics using live video conferencing technology. Our 
goal is to provide access to kidney transplant evaluation in vulnerable patients with 
geographic or financial barriers to care, in a convenient location where they already access 
and obtain care for their end-stage renal disease. 

 

 

Past Grant and Contract Funding 

Years Grant Number and Title Role and % Effort Source and Amount 

2014-2020 R01DK101715, Increasing Equity in 
Transplant Evaluation and Living Donor 
Kidney Transplantation  

PI, 37% National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK), $2,661,194 

The goals of this project are to (1) test the efficacy and cost effectiveness of a 
comprehensive, system-level fast-track kidney transplant evaluation for minorities in reducing 
time to complete transplant evaluation and increase kidney transplantation; and (2) test the 
effectiveness of an educational video and booklet to encourage discussion and pursuit of 
living donor kidney transplantation. 

2017 VAPHSVERC17-002, NEPEC 
Measurement Development 

PI, 90% Northeastern Program 
Evaluation Center 
(NEPEC), $80,544 

NEPEC and the Veterans Engineering Resources Center partnered to identify peer 
specialist-Veteran interactions through the use of peer specialist electronic health record 
notes. This project will generate a summary of the data obtained including: a peer specialists-
Veteran interaction dataset for FY16, and a peer specialists-Veteran interaction and Veteran 
characteristics summary totals and metrics for FY15 and FY16. 

2016-2019 R01HL130388, Improving the Availability of 
Younger Unrelated Hematopoietic Stem 
Cell Donors  

Co-I, 10% National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute 
(NHLBI), $1,342,310 

Younger potential unrelated hematopoietic stem cell (HSC) donors aged 18-30 are both the 
most clinically desirable and least likely to agree to donate after having preliminarily matched 
a patient in need of a transplant.  This study is focused on improving availability of younger 
unrelated potential donors by investigating motivations for joining a registry and barriers and 
facilitators to agreeing to donate after matching a patient.  Potential intervention strategies to 
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improve availability in this group will be generated and evaluated for acceptability and 
desirability. (PI:  Switzer)    

2016-2017 T32HL129964-01, Training Program in 
Imaging Sciences in Translational 
Cardiovascular Research  

Mentor National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute 
(NHLBI), $144,704 

This program aims to train post-doctoral fellows to acquire core competency in imaging 
technologies across a broad spectrum, to achieve fundamental proficiency in tools for 
translational research spanning basic to clinical investigation, and to use these tools to 
pursue hypothesis-driven research, with a focus on cardiovascular medicine. (PI: Villanueva) 

2016 Impact of Frequent Attenders on Veteran 
Access to Care in Outpatient Services 

PI, 10% 
(subsumed by 
CHERP) 

VA HSR&D, $7,175 

In this Locally Initiated Project, we will test the hypothesis that a minority of patients are 
utilizing a disproportionate share of outpatient visits. We propose to (1) examine the 
distribution of outpatient visits and Veteran revisit interval among Veterans in VISN4 to 
identify frequent attenders; and (2) examine the association of cost of care, number of 
hospitalizations, and ED use with the frequent attenders identified. 

2014-2015 FOP 14-441, Transcription and Survey 
Services Needs Assessment and Pilot  

Co-I, 10% VA HSR&D, $13,103 

This project will conduct (1) a needs assessment of Health Services Research and 
Development (HSR&D) investigators regarding centralized survey research and transcription 
services and (2) a pilot project to provide transcription to HSR&D Centers of Innovation (COIN) 
in greatest need of this service. The information from this service project will provide HSR&D 
with an understanding of the requirements and feasibility of creating a centralized, internal 
structure for providing such services to HSR&D investigators.  (PI: Switzer) 

2010-2014 T32 HL098036, Vascular Surgery 
Research Training Grant 

Mentor National Heart Lung 
and Blood Institute, 
$1,860,000 

This training grant focuses on advanced research training for vascular surgery.  Dr. 
Myaskovsky’s role on the project is that of a disparities mentor for trainees who wish to add 
a disparities component to their research. 

2010–2013 B7148I Understanding Quality and Equity 
in Wheelchairs for Veterans, 07/01/10 to 
09/30/13 

PI, 35.7% VA Rehabilitation 
Research and 
Development (RR&D), 
$1,304,462 

This is a cross-sectional, multisite study of veterans who have a spinal cord injury or an 
amputated limb and use a wheelchair as the primary source of mobility. The goals are to 
determine whether patient factors (demographic and psychosocial characteristics) and 
provider factors are associated with wheelchair quality, whether wheelchair quality is 
associated with key patient outcomes, whether patient and provider factors are 
independently associated with key patient outcomes, and whether the association of patient 
and provider factors with patient outcomes is explained by differences in wheelchair quality. 

2009–2014 R01DK081325 Understanding Race and 
Culture in Living Donor Kidney 
Transplantation, 09/01/09 to 08/30/14 

PI, 25% National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK), $1,402,371 
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The central goals of this prospective cohort study are to understand the cultural and 
psychosocial factors associated with racial disparities in living donor kidney transplantation 
(LDKT) and to understand the relationship of these factors with early posttransplant health 
outcomes in a sample of African American and white transplant candidates. The study will 
take an interdisciplinary approach to developing a biopsychosocial model to understand 
racial disparities in LDKT. 

2009–2013 IIR 06-220 Understanding Race and 
Culture in Living Donor Kidney 
Transplantation among Veterans, 
07/01/09 to 06/30/13 

PI, 35.7% VA HSR&D, 
$1,075,979 

This multisite prospective cohort study is designed to (1) compare African American and white 
VA transplant candidates along four factors, including cultural factors, transplant-related 
beliefs, psychosocial characteristics, and demographic characteristics; (2) examine the 
association of these four factors with transplant preference at initial clinic evaluation at the VA; 
and (3) examine the mechanisms that underlie the relationships between cultural factors, 
transplant decision making, and type of transplant scheduled for receipt by veterans. 

2008-2013 T32HS017587 The University of 
Pittsburgh Postdoctoral Program in Health 
Service Research  

Mentor AHRQ, $235,484 

This training program provides a 2-year training experience in health services research for 
motivated, creative individuals with prior health professional or research doctorates. The 
program's objectives are to provide 2-4 fellows each year with: 1) rigorous didactic training in 
a comprehensive spectrum of health services research methodologies; 2) a mentored health 
services research experience; 3) the tools to develop and submit competitive health services 
research grant applications; 4) practical experience in collaborative work with stakeholder 
organizations; and 5) training in the leadership and professional skills necessary to excel as 
health services researchers. (PI: Kraemer) 

2008–2009 IAB 07-155 Implementing Integrated Care 
for Veterans with Serious Mental Illness  

Site PI, 5% VA HSR&D, $692,000 

The objectives of this study were to (1) evaluate the association between underlying 
organizational characteristics (e.g., staffing, information technology, performance 
incentives), degree of clinical integration (e.g., coordination, comprehensiveness, and 
continuity of care), and patient-level outcomes (e.g., quality of care) for substance use and 
general medical services among veterans diagnosed with serious mental illness (SMI) and 
receiving care within VHA mental health programs; and (2) describe and compare variations 
in clinical integration through qualitative interviews of frontline administrators and providers 
among a subsample of VHA mental health programs with high and low levels of quality of 
care for veterans with SMI. (PI: Kilbourne) 

2008–2009 LIP 72-042 Assessing Appropriateness of 
Wheelchair Prescription 

PI, 30% 
(subsumed by 
MRP 04-409) 

CHERP, VAPHS, 
$24,564 

This pilot study was used to create and assess a measure of wheelchair prescription 
appropriateness and to pilot test the use of the measure in a VA research setting. 

2008 SHP 08-156 Formative Evaluation in 
Implementation Research: Guideline 
Development  

Co-investigator, 
10% (subsumed 
by MRP 04-409) 

VA HSR&D, $17,522 
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This short-term project was designed to provide rapid results for developing the best 
approach to the use of formative evaluation in VA implementation science. The systematic 
review, the qualitative report, and the formative evaluation guidelines that emerged from the 
project are expected to have widespread applications within the VA implementation 
community. (PI: Zickmund) 

2007–2008 LIP 72-038 Understanding Healthcare 
Providers’ Perspectives on the Assistive 
Technology for the Mobility Provision 
Process 

PI, 30% 
(subsumed by 
MRP 04-409) 

CHERP, VAPHS, 
$24,879 

This pilot study was designed to understand healthcare providers’ perspectives on 
the process of providing appropriate assistive technology for mobility to individuals 
with spinal cord injuries. 

2006–2012 H133N600019 University of Pittsburgh 
Model Center on Spinal Cord Injury 
(UPMC-SCI), 12/01/06 to 09/30/11  

Co-investigator, 
3.6% 

Department of 
Education, $2,247,085 

This center focuses on providing model care for individuals with spinal injury and on 
investigating innovations in assistive technology. (PI: Boninger) 

2006–2011 R01HL081405 Ethnicity and Culture in 
Unrelated Stem Cell Donation, 04/15/06 to 
03/31/11  

Consultant, 2% 
(subsumed) 

National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute 
(NHLBI), $2,562,000 

This study uses cross-sectional and longitudinal telephone interview methods to examine 
cultural issues as they relate to the higher opt-out rates among minority donors and to 
examine ethnic group variation in donation experiences. (PI: Switzer) 

2006–2010 MRP 04-409 Understanding and Reducing 
Racial Disparities in Renal Transplantation 

PI, 100%  VA Health Services 
Research and 
Development 
(HSR&D), $292,000 

The purpose of this career development award was to become an independent health 
services researcher who investigates how culturally based characteristics in patients are 
related to racial disparities in transplantation in order to translate these findings into 
interventions that eliminate these disparities. 

2006–2008 XVA 72-034 Understanding and Reducing 
Racial Disparities in Kidney 
Transplantation 

PI, 20% 
(subsumed by 
MRP 04-409) 

Competitive Pilot 
Project Fund, Veterans 
Integrated Service 
Network 4 (VISN4), 
$49,491 

This pilot study was designed to examine the feasibility of recruiting patients with end-stage 
renal disease (ESRD) for a longitudinal study; to examine the acceptability of using 
telephone interview procedures for the proposed measures; to describe the patients with 
respect to four key study domains; and to estimate the magnitude of the associations (effect 
sizes) among variables.  

2006–2007 
XNV 72-085 Understanding and Reducing 
Racial Disparities in Kidney 
Transplantation 

PI, 25% 
(subsumed by 
MRP 04-409) 

Manner’s Award, 
University Center for 
Social and Urban 
Research (UCSUR), 
University of Pittsburgh, 
$9,976 
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This faculty development award was provided to conduct pilot work that has the potential of 
leading to larger, externally funded projects. 

2005–2006 
XNV 72-069 Tracking Outcomes among 
Living Kidney Donors 

Co-PI, 2.5% 
(subsumed by 
OAA fellowship) 

UPMC Starzl Transplant 
Institute, $24,365 

This retrospective pilot survey of 85 laparoscopic living kidney donors was designed to 
examine physical, psychosocial, and quality-of-life issues related to kidney donation. 

2005–2006 Associated Health Professions 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Health 
Services Research 

Postdoctoral 
fellow, 100% 

VA Office of Academic 
Affiliations (OAA), 
$104,000 

This training program grant supported 2 years of mentored postdoctoral research, 
education, and clinical learning opportunities for selected fellows. Graduates were expected 
to be role models in leading, developing, conducting, and evaluating innovative health 
services research in a variety of clinical settings.  

2004–2005 LIP 72-023 Understanding Racial 
Differences in Preference for Cadaveric 
versus Living Donor Kidney 
Transplantation 

Co-PI, 25% 
(subsumed by a 
Western 
Psychiatric 
Institute and 
Clinic [WPIC] 
postdoctoral 
fellowship) 

Center for Health 
Equity Research and 
Promotion (CHERP), 
VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare System 
(VAPHS), $29,512 

The overall objective of this qualitative and quantitative study was to examine how patients’ 
attitudes affect their decision to pursue living versus cadaveric kidney transplantation. 

 

 

Teaching/Education (++ indicate minority mentees) 

 
Mentoring of faculty in research or scholarship 
 

 2020-present Mentor and career development advisor, Julianne S. Dean, DO, CPHQ, Palliative Care 
Fellow and Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine/Critical Care, University of New 
Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: social determinants of palliative care. 

 2020-present Mentor and career development advisor, Margaret Greenwood-Ericksen, MD, MSc, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Emergency Medicine, University of New Mexico, 
School of Medicine.  Research topic: health services research focused on the quality and 
delivery of rural healthcare. 

 2020-present Mentor and career development advisor, Eric Kruger, PT, DPT, PhD, MS, Assistant 
Professor, Division of Physical Therapy, University of New Mexico, School of Medicine.  
Research topic: motivational interviewing in physical therapy and health services research. 

 2020-present Mentor and career development advisor, Naomi George, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, 
Departments of Emergency Medicine and Critical Care Medicine, University of New 
Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: health services research focused on critical 
care and emergency medicine delivery to vulnerable patients. 

 2018-present Mentor and career development advisor, Dolores Guest, PhD, Research Assistant 
Professor, Division of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Preventive Medicine, Department of 
Internal Medicine, University of New Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: Nutrition 
health services to cancer patients and survivors. 
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 2018-present Mentor and career development advisor, Miria Kano, PhD, Research Assistant Professor, 
Division of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Preventive Medicine, Department of Internal 
Medicine, University of New Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: Disparities in 
healthcare for sexual and gender minority cancer patients and survivors. 

 2018-present Mentor and career development advisor, Jean McDougall, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Division of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Preventive Medicine, Department of Internal 
Medicine, University of New Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: Financial 
hardship and healthcare disparities in cancer patients and survivors. 

 2018-present Mentor and career development advisor, Jamie Krashin, MD, MSCR, Assistant Professor, 
Division of Family Planning, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology, University of New 
Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: disparities in gynecological care and 
contraceptives for vulnerable women. 

 2017-present Mentor and career development advisor, Kelly Chong, PhD, Assistant Professor, Division 
of Nephrology, Department of Internal Medicine, University of New Mexico, School of 
Medicine.  Research topic: disparities in palliative care to vulnerable populations; quality of 
life in patients with kidney disease. 

 2017-2020 Mentor, Yue-Harn Ng, MD, Assistant Professor, Division of Nephrology, Department of 
Internal Medicine, University of New Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: kidney 
disease, kidney transplantation outcomes and adherence. 

 2017-2018 Mentor and career development advisor, Sara Beth Cichowski, MD, Assistant Professor, 
Division of Urogynecology, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology, University of New 
Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: improving patient satisfaction and quality of 
life in women Veterans with pelvic floor disorders. 

 2016-2017 Primary mentor, Gaetan Sgro, MD. Primary mentor to Assistant Professor in Department of 
Medicine on pilot grant submission to VA HSR&D, “Factors that impact the implementation 
of a model guided readmission reduction program.” Current position: Staff physician, VA 
Pittsburgh Healthcare System, and Assistant Professor, University of Pittsburgh, School of 
Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2015-2017 Mentor and career development advisor, Terrence L. Hubert, PhD. Mentor and career 
development advisor to Health Systems Specialist, Veterans Engineering Resource 
Center, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System. Research topic: developing quality improvement 
initiatives into research projects. Current position: Health systems specialist, OSI-VERC, 
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2014-2019 ++Mentor and career development advisor, Amber E. Johnson, MD, MBA. Mentor and 
career development advisor to cardiology fellow (now Assistant Professor) University of 
Pittsburgh Heart and Vascular Institute, and then while funded on a T32, Cardiology 
Division, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine.  Research 
topic: disparities in defibrillator therapy for adult cardiovascular disease patients and the 
pharmacogenomics of health disparities in cardiovascular disease. Current position: 
Assistant Professor, Cardiology Division, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, 
School of Medicine, and VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA 

 2014-2015 Mentor and career development advisor, Kaveh Ardalan, MD. Mentor and career 
development advisor to pediatric rheumatology fellow, while funded on a T32 in the 
Pediatric Rheumatology Department, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC. Research 
topic: disparities and quality of life outcomes in pediatric scleroderma. Current position: 
Attending Physician, Rheumatology; Instructor in Pediatrics-Rheumatology, Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of Medicine. 

 2014-2015 ++Mentor and career development advisor, Carla Salgado, MD. Mentor and career 
development advisor to post-doctoral graduate student obtaining an MS in Clinical 
Research at the Institute for Clinical Research and Education, University of Pittsburgh, 
School of Medicine. Research topic: disparities in healthcare service delivery to minorities 
in Ecuador. Current position: Physician researcher at the National Institute of Public Health 
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Research, and lecturer at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Azuay and member 
of the Clinical Research Unit. 

 2012-2014 Primary mentor and career development advisor, Michael A. Freeman, MD.  Primary 
mentor and career development advisor to pediatric nephrology fellow, while funded on a 
T32 in the Pediatric Nephrology Department, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC.  
Current position: Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric Nephrology and 
Hypertension, Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital, Penn State College of Medicine, 
Hershey, PA. 

 2012 ++Mentor and career development advisor, Joyce E. Balls-Berry, PhD, MPE.  Mentor in 
manuscript writing and development of a minority supplement to my existing NIDDK-
funded project on disparities in kidney transplantation. Current position:  Assistant 
Professor of Epidemiology, Department of Health Sciences Research, Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, MN.   

 2011-2013 ++Mentor and career development advisor, Denise C. Fyffe, PhD. Mentored for 
development of a career development award project on issues related to race disparities in 
wheelchair service delivery for patients with spinal cord injury, and on research processes 
within the VA Healthcare System.  Current position:  Senior Research Scientist, Kessler 
Foundation and Assistant Professor, Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, Newark, NJ. 

 2007-2008 Mentor, Sara Eggers, PhD.  Mentored as a post-doctoral fellow in Health Services 
Research on development of a project to examine cultural and psychosocial factors related 
to disparities in wheelchair service delivery for patients with spinal cord injury.  Current 
position:  Decision Scientist, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Washington, DC. 

 2006–2010 Mentor, Leslie RM Hausmann, PhD.  Mentor as post-doctoral fellow and career 
development awardee on issues related to disparities in healthcare and the effects of 
perceived discrimination on healthcare and patient outcomes.  Current position: VA Career 
Development Awardee and Assistant Professor of Medicine, School of Medicine, 
University of Pittsburgh. 

 
 
Medical Student Mentoring  

 2018-2020 Mentor and career development advisor, David Gangwish, BA. Mentor to medical student, 
University of New Mexico, School of Medicine.  Research topic: predictors of rejection in 
kidney transplantation. 

 
 
PhD Student Mentoring  

 2018-present Mentor and career development advisor, C. Graham Ford, MS. Mentor to graduate student 
obtaining a PhD in Clinical Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of New 
Mexico.  Research topic: religion and quality of life in kidney transplantation. 

 2017-2019 Primary mentor and career development advisor, Hannah Wesselman, BA. Primary mentor 
and career development advisor to fellow, Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service 
Experience (PULSE). Research topic: interventions to reduce disparities in kidney 
transplantation. Current position: PhD Graduate Student, University of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame, IN. 

 2017-2019 Mentor, Shu Wang, PhD. Mentor to graduate student obtaining a PhD in Biostatistics, 
University of Pittsburgh School of Public Health.  Research topic: non-medical predictors of 
disparities in quality of life outcomes in kidney transplant recipients. Current position: 
Research Assistant Professor, University of Florida Health Cancer Center & Department of 
Biostatistics, University of Florida. 

 2017-2019 Mentor, Xingyuan Li, PhD. Mentor to graduate student obtaining a PhD in Biostatistics, 
University of Pittsburgh School of Public Health (now working in private sector).  Research 
topic: non-medical predictors of disparities in receipt of living donor kidney transplantation. 
Current position: Research scientist, Eli Lilly and Company, Indianapolis, IN. 
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 2013-2015 ++Mentor and career development advisor, Alexis Pluscherie N. Chidi, MSPH, CPH, MD, 
PhD. Mentor and serve as thesis committee member and advisor to MD/PhD student in the 
Clinical Scientist Training Program at the University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine. 
Research topic: race and geographic disparities in hepatocellular carcinoma. Current 
position: General Surgery Resident at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD. 

 2011-2014 Primary mentor and dissertation advisor, Crystal Lim, BA, MSW, PhD.  Primary mentor and 
dissertation advisor to doctoral student in the University of Pittsburgh, School of Social 
Work.  Dissertation title: “The influence of illness burden and social support on the 
completion of kidney transplant evaluation.” Current position: Senior Principal Medical 
Social Worker, Medical Social Services Department, Singapore General Hospital. 

 2011-2014 Mentor and supervisor, John Pleis, MS, PhD. Mentored as a PhD candidate in the School 
of Public Health and as a biostatistician on research in my laboratory. Research topic: 
Kidney transplant decision making studies. Current position: Division of Research and 
Methodology, National Center for Health Statistics, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Hyattsville, MD. 

 2010–2011 Mentor and supervisor, Sunghee Kim, PhD. Mentored as a PhD candidate in the School of 
Public Health and as a biostatistician on research in my laboratory. Research topic: Kidney 
transplant decision making studies. Current position: Mathematical Statistician, 
FDA/Center for Devices and Radiological Health, Silver Springs, MD. 

 2010 Mentor and supervisor, Jane S. Walsh, PhD. Mentored as a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Sociology and as a project coordinator on research in my laboratory. 
Research topic: Understanding race and culture in living donor kidney transplantation 
among veterans. Current position: Assistant Professor, Social Sciences, Clarion University, 
Clarion, PA. 

 2009–2011 Mentor and supervisor, Maria K. Dillard, PhD. Mentored as a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Sociology and as a research assistant on research in my laboratory. 
Research topic: Understanding quality and equity in wheelchair service delivery for 
veterans.  Current position: Research Social Scientist, Community Resilience Group, 
National Institute of Standards and Technology, Gaithersburg, MD. 

 2009–2010 Mentor and supervisor, Donna Almario Doebler, MPH, MS, DrPh. Mentored as a DrPh 
candidate in the University of Pittsburgh, School of Public Health and as a biostatistician 
on research in my laboratory. Research topic: Kidney transplant decision-making studies. 
Current position: Manager, UPMC Corporate & Special Projects; Adjunct Assistant 
Professor, University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
 
Masters Student Mentoring 

 2016-2017  Primary mentor and career development advisor, Corinne Hendrock, MPH. Primary mentor 
and career development advisor to fellow, Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service 
Experience (PULSE). Research topic: interventions to reduce disparities in kidney 
transplantation. Current position: Clinical Research Team, Medpace, Dallas, TX. 

 2015-2016 ++Primary mentor and career development advisor, Menna Abaye, MA. Primary mentor 
and career development advisor to fellow, Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service 
Experience (PULSE). Research topic: interventions to reduce disparities in kidney 
transplantation. Current position: Clinical Research Coordinator, Department of Critical 
Care Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 2014-2016 Mentor and career development advisor, Kellee R. (Bornemann) Kendall, BA, MPH. 
Mentor and career development advisor to graduate student obtaining a MPH in 
Behavioral and Community Health, University of Pittsburgh School of Public Health.  
Research topic: mobile market interventions to address urban food deserts in the United 
States. Current position: Senior Research Project Manager, Center for Research on Health 
Care, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 2010-2012 Thesis advisor, Sarah Ramer, MD.  Served as thesis committee member and advisor to 
MD/MSc student in the Clinical Scientist Training Program, School of Medicine, University 
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of Pittsburgh, and funded by a Doris Duke Clinical Research Fellowship.  Research topic: 
psychosocial and health services issues in end-stage kidney disease patients on dialysis. 
Current position: Internal Medicine Physician, Newark, NJ. 

 
 
Resident and Fellow Mentoring 

 2019-present Primary mentor and career development advisor, Samuel Swift, PhD. Primary mentor for 
post-doctoral fellow at the Center for Healthcare Equity in Kidney Disease (CHEK-D), 
University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Research 
topic: Clinical/social epidemiology and disparities in kidney transplantation. 

 2015-2017 ++Primary mentor and career development advisor, Lilinete (Roldan-Hernandez) 
Polsunas, MD. Primary mentor on Scholarly Research Project for medical student at 
University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine. Research topic: cultural factors related to 
disparities in kidney transplantation. Current position: Pediatric anesthesiology resident, 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 2011-2013 ++Mentor and career development advisor, Tiffani J. Johnson, MD. Mentored as a post-
doctoral scholar in healthcare disparities for the RAND-University of Pittsburgh Health 
Institute, University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine. Current position:  Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics, Emergency Medicine Division, Perelman School of Medicine, 
University of Pennsylvania, and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA. 

 2011-2012 Mentor and career development advisor, Justin Wallace, MD.  Mentored and serve as 
career development advisor, while obtaining residency training in vascular surgery in the 
Surgery Department, University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine.  Research topic:  
disparities and outcomes research in vascular surgery. Current position: Vascular 
Surgeon, Excela Health, Greensburg, PA. 

 
 
Courses and Workshops Taught for Medical Professionals 

 2020- Journal Club Director, Nephrology Division, Department of Internal Medicine, School of 
Medicine, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 2020 Journal club presentations: “Introduction to Journal Club” and “How to read and 
understand the Methods section of a journal article,” Nephrology Division, Department of 
Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

 2017- Annual Invited seminar: “Creating Effective Slides for Memorable Presentations,” 
Nephrology Division, Department of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, University of 
New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 2016-2017 Session organizer and instructor for racial disparities in healthcare medical school seminar, 
“Changing Science, Changing Society,” 23 medical students, spring 2017. 

 2016  Course designer and instructor, “Introduction to Disparities Research in Health Care,” 
ICRE, University of Pittsburgh, 15 clinical/research fellows, 24 contact hours, fall 2016. 

 2014  Course designer and instructor, “Introduction to Disparities Research in Health Care,” 
ICRE, University of Pittsburgh, 6 clinical/research fellows, 24 contact hours, fall 2014. 

 2014  Course instructor, “Medical Writing and Presentation Skills,” ICRE, University of Pittsburgh, 
12 students, 12 contact hours, spring 2014. 

 2012  Course designer and instructor, “Introduction to Disparities Research in Health Care,” 
ICRE, University of Pittsburgh, 6 clinical/research fellows and 1 graduate student, 24 
contact hours, fall 2012. 

 2011 Invited seminar: “Healthcare Disparities:  Prevalence, Contributing Factors, and Provider-
Driven Solutions,” Internal Medicine Residents Noon Conference, Division of General 
Internal Medicine, Department of Medicine, School of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, May 2011. 
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 2011  Course designer and instructor, “Introduction to Disparities Research in Health Care,” 
ICRE, University of Pittsburgh, 8 clinical/research fellows or graduate students, 24 contact 
hours, spring 2011. 

 2010-2011 Guest seminar instructor, “Health and Healthcare Disparities,” for “Outcomes and 
Effectiveness Research” Course, ICRE, University of Pittsburgh, 15 clinical/research 
fellows or residents per year, 2 contact hours per course, April 2010, 2011. 

 2008–2010 Course instructor, “Research Design and Development,” ICRE, University of Pittsburgh, 10 
clinical/research fellows or residents per year, 39 contact hours per term, fall and spring 
2008-2010. 

 2007 Course assistant, “Measurement in Clinical Research” (Professor: Galen E. Switzer), 
Institute for Clinical Research Education (ICRE), University of Pittsburgh, ~15 
clinical/research fellows or residents, 16 contact hours, summer 2007.  

 
Courses Taught for Undergraduates 

 2000 Course designer and instructor, “Psychology of Gender,” University of Pittsburgh, ~20 
undergraduates, 33 contact hours, fall 2000. 

 1999 Teaching assistant, “Psychology of Small Groups” (Professor: Richard L. Moreland), 
University of Pittsburgh, ~60 undergraduates, 33 contact hours, fall 1999. 

 1999 Teaching assistant, “Social Psychology” (Professor: Janet Schofield), University of 
Pittsburgh, ~100 undergraduates, 39 contact hours, fall 1999. 

 1999 Course designer and instructor, “Psychology of Human Sexuality,” University of Pittsburgh, 
~20 undergraduates, 33 contact hours, summer 1999. 

 1998-2000 Course designer and instructor, “Psychology of Personality,” University of Pittsburgh, ~30 
undergraduates per term, 36 contact hours, summer 1998, spring 1999, spring 2000, 
summer 2000. 

 1998 Teaching assistant, “Law and Social Psychology” (Professor: Martin Greenberg), 
University of Pittsburgh, ~50 undergraduates, 33 contact hours, fall 1998. 

 1998  Teaching assistant, “Introduction to Psychology” (Professor: Eva Vaughn), University of 
Pittsburgh, ~60 undergraduates, 52 contact hours, spring 1998. 

 1997 Teaching assistant, “Psychology of Personality” (Professor: Richard L. Moreland), 
University of Pittsburgh, ~100 undergraduates, 39 contact hours, fall 1997. 

 1997 Course designer and instructor, “Introduction to Psychology,” University of Pittsburgh, 
~100 undergraduates, 36 contact hours, summer 1997. 

 1997 Teaching assistant, “Introduction to Psychology” (Professor: Carey Ryan), University of 
Pittsburgh, ~60 undergraduates, 52 contact hours, spring 1997. 

 1996 Teaching assistant, “Basic Applied Statistics” (Professor: Eva Vaughn), University of 
Pittsburgh, ~60 undergraduates, 39 contact hours, fall 1996. 

 1994–1995 Course designer and instructor, “Introduction to Psychology” (Supervising Professor: 
Brennis Lucero Wagoner), California State University, Northridge, ~20 undergraduates per 
term, 38 contact hours, fall 1994 and spring 1995. 

 1993 Teaching assistant, “Developmental Psychology” (Professor: Michelle Wittig), California 
State University, Northridge, ~35 undergraduates, 38 contact hours, fall 1993. 

Invited Lectures, Seminars, and Panel Presentations (Teaching/Mentoring Related) 

1. “Getting the Most from Your Research and Mentor.” Invited student research seminar for the Southwest 
Institute for Health Disparities Research, the College of Business and the College of Health and Social 
Services, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM, September 2019. 
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2. “Enhancing Mentee Relationships.” Invited faculty seminar for the Southwest Institute for Health 
Disparities Research, the College of Business and the College of Health and Social Services, New 
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM, September 2019. 

3.  “Mentoring Pearls.” Invited panel presentation as Associate Director, Professional Development Core for 
the Mountain West Clinical and Translational Research Infrastructure Network (MW CTR-IN) Annual 
Meeting, Las Vegas, Nevada, June 2019. 

4. Faculty Panelist, Dean's Summer Research Program – “Making the most out of the relationship with your 
mentor.”  University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 2017. 

5. Internal Medicine Retreat Panelist, “How non-minority faculty handle interviews with resident applicants 
from diverse or underrepresented backgrounds.”  University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 2016.  

6. Invited Panel Participant: “The Crisis that Leads to Transplant,” Our Health Matters: Examining the 
Minority Health Crisis sponsored by Donate Life PA and the Center for Organ Recovery and Education, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, March 2014. 

7. Organizer of Round-Table Symposium: “Women in Academe: Setting an Action Agenda for Change” 
(panel included Professors NP Russo, J Yoder, B Lott, and LL Carli), Annual Meeting of the American 
Psychological Association, San Francisco, California, August 2001. 

8. “Empowering Students to Engage in Activist Research and Learn Something in the Process: Classroom 
Group Projects That Make a Difference,” Women’s Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, March 2001 

 

 
Administration/Service 
 
Extramural Professional Activities 

 2020 Associate Editor, Clinical Transplantation 

 2017 Reviewer, Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute 

 2016 Abstract reviewer, Annual Meeting of the American Transplant Congress 

 2015-present Grant Reviewer and Member, Scientific Merit Review Board, Veterans Administration 
Rehabilitation Research and Development (RR&D) Service 

 2015-2018 Action Lead, American Society of Transplantation Special Task Force on Improving 
Post-Transplant Adherence 

 2015 Abstract reviewer, 37th Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions of the Society of 
Behavioral Medicine 

 2014-2017 Executive Committee, Member-At-Large, Psychosocial Community of Practice, 
American Society of Transplantation  

 2014 Reviewer, Small Projects in Rehabilitation Research (SPiRE), Veterans Administration 
Rehabilitation Research and Development (RR&D) Service. 

 2014 Ad-hoc reviewer, Health Disparities and Equity Promotion (HDEP) study section of the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

 2013  Founding member, Psychosocial Community of Practice, American Society of 
Transplantation  

 2012-2015 Reviewer, Scientific Merit Review Board, Veterans Administration Health Services 
Research and Development (HSR&D) Service. 

 2012 Reviewer, Special Emphasis Panel, RFA-DK-12-006: Promoting Organ and Tissue 
Donation Among Diverse Populations, National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases (NIDDK), of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 
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 2012-2013 VA Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) Subject Matter Expert for 
Office of Research and Development/Human Resources DEU Task Force. 

 2011-2012 Reviewer, Scientific Merit Review Board, Veterans Administration Rehabilitation 
Research and Development (RR&D) Service. 

 2009-2017 Alternate and acting member, Institutional Review Board, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare 
System. 

 2009 Ad hoc reviewer for the Review Panel of Career Development Awards, VA Health 
Services Research and Development (HSR&D) Service. 

 2001-2002 Interim chair, Student Committee, Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues. 

 2001-2002  Member, Fellows Nominating Committee, Society for the Psychology of Women 
(Division 35 of the American Psychological Association). 

 2000-2001 Assistant to the associate editor, Journal of Experimental Social Psychology. 

 2000-2001 Member at large, Student Committee, Society for the Psychological Study of Social 
Issues. 

 1997-2000 Member, Clara Mayo Memorial Award Grants Committee, Society for the 
Psychological Study of Social Issues. 

 1997-1998 Member, Clara Mayo Memorial Award Development Task Force, Society for the 
Psychological Study of Social Issues. 

 1997 Coordinator, Planning Committee, 22nd Annual Feminist Psychology Conference, 
Association for Women in Psychology. 

 1995-2001 Liaison and topic coordinator, Sexism and Sex Discrimination Topic, Society for the 
Psychological Study of Social Issues (Division 9 of the American Psychological 
Association). 

 
Journal Review 

 2017-present  Reviewer, Health Psychology 

 2012-present  Reviewer, American Journal of Transplantation 

 2012-present  Reviewer, Medical Care 

 2012-present  Reviewer, Quality of Life Research 

 2011-present  Reviewer, Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

 2010-present  Reviewer, Clinical Transplantation 

 2008-present  Reviewer, Journal of Behavioral Medicine 

 2008-present  Reviewer, Journal of Clinical Psychology in Medical Settings 

 2007-present  Reviewer, Journal of Psychosomatic Research 

 2005-present  Reviewer, Sex Roles 

 2005-present Reviewer, Swiss Medical Weekly 

 2004-present Reviewer, Aids and Behavior 

 2003-present  Reviewer, Social Science and Medicine 

 2003-present  Reviewer, Progress in Transplantation 

 1998  Reviewer, Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 

 
University Service 
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 2019-present Developer and Director, PhD concentration in Biostatistics for new PhD program in Health 
Equity Sciences, University of New Mexico, College of Population Health 

 2018-present Committee Member, Clinical and Translational Science Center Mentored Career 
Development Program (KL2) – representing Department of Internal Medicine, University of 
New Mexico, School of Medicine 

 2013-2017 Faculty member, Protocol Review Committee (PRC) and Data Safety Monitoring Board 
(DSMB), Thomas E. Starzl Transplantation Institute, University of Pittsburgh, School of 
Medicine 

 2010-2014 Faculty member, UPMC Presbyterian Campus Ethics Committee, University of Pittsburgh, 
School of Medicine. 

 2010-2013 Faculty member, Prospective Medical Student Interviewing Committee, University of 
Pittsburgh, School of Medicine. 

 2000-2001 Graduate student member, Steering Committee, Women’s Studies Program, University of 
Pittsburgh. 

 1998-1999 Social psychology representative, Web Page Committee, Department of Psychology, 
University of Pittsburgh. 

 1998-1999 Member and representative of the Department of Psychology, Graduate Student 
Organization, School of Arts and Sciences, University of Pittsburgh. 

 1998-1999 Graduate student representative, Colloquium Committee, Department of Psychology, 
University of Pittsburgh. 

 1997-1999 Graduate student representative, Committee on Undergraduate Education, Department of 
Psychology, University of Pittsburgh. 

 1994-1995  Student co-chair, Committee on the Status of Women at California State University, 
Northridge. 

 


