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Join the UNM HSC Office for Diversity, Equity & Inclusion for our
Hispanic Heritage Month event:

Archive X: Recovering the Hidden
Variables of Our Hispanic Heritage

Friday, October 3, 2025
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. MST
Online on Zoom
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REGISTER HERE

Join Dr. Jesse Aleman as he discusses how we can
understand archival research as an algebraic problem,
so to speak, that solves for the missing variables of
what | call our “Archive X”: the unknown values of
hineteenth-century US Latinx identity formation that
continue to shape our lives and literatures.

The talk uses archival material to map the
transformation of US Latinx identities during the
nineteenth-century, especially the Civil War years,
which raised issues of language, acculturation,
racialization, and assimilation for first-generation of
Mexican and Cuban Americans.

We’ll focus on personal letters that mark the struggle
of learning English; photos, proclamations, and other
print pieces that complicate the racial formation of US
latinidades in the space between Indigenous and Black
peoples; and archival matter that marks the emergence
of modern US Latinx identities. The presentation will
consider the challenges of searching for a Hispanic
“heritage” in the archive and the analytical
methodologies that must be leveraged to find what the
archive hides about Latinx lives and writings.

HSC-Diversity@salud.unm.edu | 505-272-2728



https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01998786a9927afcaac3f7e99337a348
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