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As of 3 May 2021

1. Worldwide spread a̙doption & adaptation



2. Effectiveness of the WHO multimodal 
hand hygiene improvement strategy

Allegranzi B et al, Lancet ID 2013; Luangasanatip N et al, BMJ 2015

ÅSignificant increase of health-care 

workers hand hygiene compliance 

across all professional categories 

in all wards(OR 2·15, 1·99ï2·32; 

compliance from 51.0% to 67.2%) 

and across all levels of resources

Allegranzi B et al, Lancet ID 2013

Meta-analysis from 22 studies 

confirmed that the WHO hand 

hygiene improvement strategy is 

effective at increasing health care 

workers compliance

Results of 19 studies showed

reduction of healthcare-associated 

infections

LuangasanatipN et al,BMJ 2015
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Å OECD (2018), Stemming the Superbug Tide: Just a Few Dollars More. Available at oe.cd/amr-2018.

Å Pittet D et alInfect Control Hosp Epidemiol 2004;25(3):264-6. doi: 10.1086/502389. 

Å Bengaly L et al. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2010;31(2):133-41. doi: 10.1086/649796

Å Total costs of the Geneva HH campaign in 2001 averaged 

US$ 2.30 per admission = ~ 1% of costs attributable to 

nosocomial infections (Pittet et al, )

Å Cost of local production of ABHR in Mali: 0.30 $US/100 ml = 

0.006% of the total annual hospital budget (Bengaly et al, 

2010)

Å Implementation of hand hygiene policies can generate 

economic savings averaging 16 times the cost of their 

implementation (OECD, 2018) 

Å WHO systematic review 2021 on IPC interventions: HH 

among the most cost-effective interventions to prevent 

infections due to S. aureus, MRSA, multiple microorganisms

3. Cost-effectiveness of hand 
hygiene improvement strategies



https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control

Resources considerations to achieve 
effective hand hygiene at point of care

NEW!

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control


https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-multimodal-improvement-strategy

4. Multimodal thinking applied to 
any IPC improvement strategy 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-multimodal-improvement-strategy


WHO SSI prevention 
implementation strategies

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/surgical-site-infection

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/surgical-site-infection

