
Fighting against 
COVID-19 in 

Viet Nam
Dr Thu-Anh Nguyen

Country Director

Woolcock Institute of Medical Research, Viet Nam



Country basic information

• Population of 96 million
• Long land border and coastline

• GDP per capita: ~ 2,700 USD
• Health insurance coverage: ~ 90%
• 0.8 doctors and 1.4 nurses per 1,000 population

Source: World Bank &WHO



21 days 42 days 39 days

By 10 Dec 2020

- 1,385 cumulative cases 

(665 community-

transmitted cases )

- 88.5% recovered

- 35 deaths

Source: https://ncov.moh.gov.vn/



Responses (1)
1. Rapid, strong and multisectoral response as learning from the 

experience in controlling SARS in 2003 and H1N1 in 2009.



Responses (2) 
2. TTQ rapidly based on epidemiological risk of infection
- Test targeted high-risk groups, including people travelling from overseas, close 

contacts and people with suspected disease, people living in community with the 
outbreak, regardless of their symptoms. Testing capacity increase quickly 
(pooling). 

- Trace first-hand and second-hand contact of confirmed cases rigorously and 
rapidly, using technology,  police officers with registered citizen, social media, 
social network, neighbor. 

- 14-day quarantine for people with history of exposure to confirmed or suspect 
cases, regardless of test results, and with regularly symptom screening and 
temperature checks. 

Test

Trace
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Source: Nguyen TA et. al. Adapting a TB contact investigation strategy for COVID-19. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis. 2020;24(5):548-50.



Contact tracing

Source: https://ourworldindata.org/covid-exemplar-vietnam
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Quarantine center



Hospital



Responses (3) 

3. Targeted lockdown communities with a size of about 
10,000 residents for at least 21 days when a secondary 
transmitted case was found in the area. 

- Daily checks on symptoms
- Test for SARS-CoV-2 by RT-PCR test
- Mass serology testing
- Basic food, health care and necessary goods were 

provided
5. Mass communication: transparent, gaining trust
6. Social distancing, travel restriction and border closure in 

stages. 

Source: Thanh H et. al. Outbreak investigation for COVID-19 in northern Vietnam. 
Lancet Infect Dis. 2020;20(5):535-6.



Lockdown area



Source: https://ncov.moh.gov.vn/39 days



Is there still cases in the community?

• A COVID-10 serology 
prevalence survey 
was conducted in 4 
clusters (community 
of 500-1000 people 
with at least 2 COVID 
cases).

Source: https://infogram.com/eng-
covid-19-serology-survey-
1h0r6rppzxpll2e?live



Practice of preventive measures



CATEGORIZATION OF 
COVID-19 RELATED RISK 



Social support



Impact on 
economic 
(source: ADB)



Summary

• Leadership and investment
• Rapid response
• Detect and detain 
• Communication, trust and compliance 
• Border restriction 



Thank you for your attention!

Thanks Thao Nguyen (VTV24), One Egg Each Day group, Tang Quang for their pictures
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