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The Year Ahead
• Infection prevention

– Vaccine, therapeutics, variants, PPE and 
other HCID

• What have we learned?
– Wellness and resilience
– Supply chain integrity
– Crisis standards

• Accelerating trends
– Telehealth
– MIH
– Reimbursement



Infection Prevention
• Vaccines-

– Safe and highly effective!
– Variants
– FDA approval



• Important to know if people around them have been 
vaccinated (72%)

• unvaccinated people should not be allowed to travel on 
airplanes (62%)

• unvaccinated people should not work out at public gyms, 
enter movie theaters, or attend public concerts (55%)

• employers ought to require vaccination as a requirement 
for return to work (60%)



Improved therapy
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Presentation Notes
Not peer reviewed – among household contacts, a single dose of monoclonal Ab cocktail provides 100% protection against symptomatic infection, and the rate of asymptomatic infection was reduced by 50%



Other HCID



PPE



What have we learned?

• Wellness and resilience
• Healthcare disparities
• Supply chain integrity
• Crisis standards



Wellness and Resilience

• Arizona statewide analysis – 2009-2015 - 350,998 deaths – 7838 suicides
• Proportion attributed to EMTs 5.2% (63/1205); non-EMTs 2.43% (7,775/349,793)
• cMOR 2.43; 95% CI (1.88–3.13); aMOR: 1.39; 95% CI (1.06–1.82)



Healthcare disparities



Supply chain integrity 
Crisis standards

https://nasemso.org/wp-content/uploads/MN-Minnesota-Crisis-
Standards-of-Care-EMS-content-@-p.100-2020-03.pdf



Accelerating trends

• Telehealth
• MIH

Non-transport, alternate transport, 
alternate destination



Telehealth

Improve resource utilization

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



MIH
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Reimbursement
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 CMS Hospital without Walls (Temporary Expansion Sites) • During the Public Health Emergency (PHE) for the COVID-19 pandemic, we are temporarily expanding the list of allowable destinations for ambulance transports. During the COVID 19 PHE, ambulance transports may include any destination that is able to provide treatment to the patient in a manner consistent with state and local Emergency Medical Services (EMS) protocols in use where the services are being furnished. These destinations may include, but are not limited to: any location that is an alternative site determined to be part of a hospital, CAH or SNF, community mental health centers, federally qualified health centers (FQHCs), physician’s offices, urgent care facilities, ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs), any other location furnishing dialysis services outside of the ESRD facility, and the beneficiary’s home. 



Questions?

aisakov@emory.edu
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