
Certificate Program in 
Clinical Ethics (CPCE)

Course
Topics

HEALTH SCIENCES INSTITUTE OF ETHICS

•	 Introduction to 
the course and 
normative ethics

•	 Illness as a lived 
experience and 
perspectives on 
disability

•	 Worldviews

•	 Bioethical Principles

•	 Rights

•	 Healthcare 
Decision-making

•	 Substituted 
Judgment/
Guardianship

•	 Futility

•	 End of life

•	 Suicide

•	 Organ donation

•	 Reproductive ethics

•	 Genetic bioethics

•	 Pediatric bioethics

•	 Neuroethics

•	 Everyday ethics

The Certificate Program in Clinical Ethics (CPCE) is a nine-month program 
(September-June) that is presented through the HSC Institute of Ethics.  It is 
designed to provide the knowledge and skills required to understand and assess 
ethical issues in contemporary healthcare.  This year we are making two changes: it 
will be a hybrid of distance and on-site learning, and classes will be after work-hours.

The program mixes didactic presentations of basic theoretical knowledge in ethics 
and in-class application of this knowledge through discussions of common ethical 
problems faced by clinicians.  

Course size is limited to 20 participants in order to encourage effective discussions.  
Highest priority will be given to individuals who serve or who are interested in serving 
on the HSC Ethics Committee and practicing clinicians. Others who might find the 
course useful include trainees in a healthcare program (i.e. School of Medicine, College 
of Nursing, College of Pharmacy), graduate students in Philosophy and Law students 
with an interest in Health Law.  

Class meetings will be on Wednesday evenings (the second and fourth Wednesdays 
from 5:15-7:15pm), starting in mid-September and ending to early-June. The first class 
of each month will be through Zoom; the second class will be on-campus.  We plan to 
have a number of optional in-person social get-togethers.  

Fellows are expected to: 
1.	 participate in group discussions and individual learning activities
2.	 attend and participate in at least 75% of the scheduled on-line discussions
3.	 complete class assignments and evaluations, and iv) complete a capstone project.  

Fellows who have educational benefits will be asked to use these to cover course 
costs. Scholarships will be available for fellows without these benefits

Fellows who complete the course and satisfy these expectations will receive a 
Certificate in Clinical Ethics.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
August 15, 2025

If you are interested in applying for this program, or have 
any questions about it, please send a CV and letter of 
interest to Jonathan Bolton (JWBolton@salud.unm.edu)


