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As we come to the close of another incredib le 
calendar year, I want  to express how  t ruly grateful I am 
to all of you as part  of the UNM Dermatology family. 

This year has been another unique and challenging 
t ime, but  in the face of that , we have accomplished so 
much of which to be proud. This year's int roduct ion 
focuses specif ically on our Diversit y, Equit y and 
Inclusion (DEI)  effort s.

We have huge appreciat ion for the init iat ives put  in 
p lace and led by our outgoing Mohs surgeon and DEI 
d irector, Dr. Naiara Barbosa, who leaves UNM this 
month for a new  posit ion in Florida, as well as Dr. A lba 
Posligua, our DEI Resident  Champion. 

One highlight  is the wonderfully successful mentoring 
program for underrepresented in medicine (URM) 
medical students interested in exploring Dermatology 
(see recent  photo of our p izza gathering w ith masks 
only brief ly taken off!)  

We have been leading many p ipeline projects in an 
effort  to improve interest  in our specialt y, success in 
matching/ careers in Dermatology, and access to 
dermatologic specialist s in our state. 

We also hope to put  in p lace a scholarship program 
for visit ing URM students next  fall, and we would 
welcome your cont ribut ions to this effort  through 
donat ions to t he Chair's Fund this year.

And w ith grat itude, we celebrate Dr. Chuck Phillips, 
professor and VA facult y, our student  employee Gabe 
Peters, senior medical student , Sabah Osmani, and the 
team of medical students who helped develop and 
launch the f irst  phase of an online d iverse, inclusive 
at las of  skin cond it ions.

This effort  has been years in the making, to 
demonst rate common disorders in a more collect ive 
way, and to specif ically include pat ient  images from 
those communit ies who are often left  out  of medical 
educat ion. We ant icipate this w ill cont inue as work in 
progress - we welcome your involvement  if  interested! 

Let ter from  
the Chai r 
Aimee Smidt , MD, FAAD, FAAP

Most  important ly, we extend deep appreciat ion to 
our pat ients who teach us, each and every day.

We also offer a special thanks to the providers at  
Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center of New  Mexico 
(Dr. David  Davis, Dr. Daniel Davis & Dr. Michael 
Chang) for graciously agreeing to cont inue our 
Mohs clinical services here at  the UNMH 
Dermatology Clinic start ing in January as staff 
physicians. We ant icipate hiring a new  facult y 
Mohs Surgeon by Summer 20 22. We also cont inue 
in our effort s to recruit  facult y, so p lease spread 
the work regard ing our open posit ions (p. 9) . 

We are excited to share news about  a p ilot  project - 
Grand Rounds on FIRST Fridays of the month at  12 
p.m. MST. This is an effort  to have more community 
involvement . It 's very st raight  forward to at tend 
and we offer CME! Visit  our website for more 
informat ion.

To close, I w ill be candid and say that  by December 
20 21, I was hoping to celebrate w ith all of you over 
enchiladas and margaritas and a toast  to the new  
year ahead. W hile the masks w ill need to stay on 
and the in-person fest ivit ies w ill need to wait , I am 
excited and inspired for the future of our 
Department  as we partner w ith you in the 
community to grow  and thrive. 

Together, I know  we cont inue to t ransform 
Dermatology in New  Mexico. If  I can be of service 
to you at  any t ime, p lease do not  hesitate to reach 
out .

W ith best  w ishes for a safe and rest ful holiday 
season,
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Departm ent  Updates

Tamanna Chauhan  joined the Department  of Dermatology as our 
Research Assistant  August  20 21. Tamanna was born and raised in a 
beaut iful suburb of Kathmandu, Nepal surrounded by a g iant  loving 

family.  She is a f irst -generat ion college student  who is pursing her 
Master's in Data Analyt ics  at  UNM and looking forward to graduat ing in 

May 20 22.  In her free t ime, she enjoys hiking, cooking, camping w ith 
friends and serving at  homeless 
shelters. 

Farew el l

Aimee Smidt , MD, FAAD, FAAP

Dr. A imee Smidt , has been promoted to Professor in the Departments of 
Dermatology and Pediat rics! Congratulat ions, Dr. Smidt .   

Naiara Barbosa, MD, FAAD

Dr. Naiara Barbosa has accepted a new  posit ion as Senior Associate 

Consultant  at  the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida and leaves UNM 
Department  of Dermatology at  the end of November 20 21. She has 
made a t remendous impact  on our department , both clinically and 

educat ionally and w ill be t ruly missed. We w ish you the very best  and 
come back to visit  us!

Mary Jacintha, FACHE

Mary Jacintha, FACHE departed the Universit y of New  Mexico SOM in 
October 20 21. She was inst rumental in keeping our program moving 

forward as interim Department  SOM Administ rator from October 
20 20 -February 20 21 and mentoring our current  staff. We are very 
grateful for Mary and all she helped us accomplish during her t ime in 

our department . Thank you, Mary!  

Tamanna Chauhan
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Ko RF, Smid t  AC, Durkin JR. Reflectance confocal microscopy in pediat ric 
dermatology: A  state-of-the-art  review. Pediat r Dermatol. 20 21 Oct  14. doi: 
10 .1111/ pde.14837. Epub ahead of print . PMID: 34651341.

Elston DM, Grant -Kels JM, Levin N, A lam M, A ltman EM, Brodell RT, Fernandez AP, 
Hurley MY, Maize J, Ratner D, Schaffer J, Kantor J. Fairness and t ransparency in 
medical journals. J Am Acad Dermatol. 20 21 Jul;85(1):31-32. doi: 
10 .10 16/ j.jaad.20 20 .10 .0 27. Epub 20 20  Nov 4 . PMID: 33157176.

Osmani S, Wang J, Elwood H, Holguin TA. Erupt ion of p laques, hemorrhagic bullae 
and vesicles. JAAD Case Rep. 20 21 Aug 19;14:130 -131. doi: 10 .10 16/ j.jdcr.20 21.07.0 16. 
PMID: 34466641; PMCID: PMC8385238

Logothet is CN, Konstant inov NK, Reyes MD, Emil NS, Tzamaloukas AH. 
Development  of Lupus Erythematosus Tumidus During the Course of Systemic 
Sclerosis. Cureus. 20 21 Sep 17;13(9):e180 64. doi: 10 .7759/ cureus.180 64. PMID: 
34671535; PMCID: PMC8520756.

Mishra, K., & Stulberg , D. (20 21). Prurit ic Welts.J Fam Pract .,70 (6). 
ht tps:/ / doi.org/ 10 .12788/ jfp.0 248

Ngonadi N,Barbosa NS. Challenges and Considerat ions for Underrepresented 
Minorit y Students Applying for Dermatology Residency in the COVID-19 Era. Cut is. 
October 20 21.

Yardman-Frank JM, Tchanque-Fossuo CN, Osmani S,Barbosa NS.The Impact  of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic on Skin Cancer Treatment  w ith Mohs Micrographic Surgery 
from the Perspect ive of Pat ients.Cut is.20 21.

Departm ent  Publ i cat i ons & Presentat i ons 
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Congratulat i ons To Our Residents!

Our Class of '21 residents have passed their board exams and now  are off icially board cert if ied 
Dermatologists! Congratulat ions Dr. Mary Beth Logue and Dr. Catherine Tchanque-Fossuo.
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Class of '23 resident  Dr. Cyrelle 
Fermin is now  Dr. Cyrelle Fermin 
Finan after marrying her f iance on 
October 15, 20 21 while 
surrounded by family and friends.  
Congratulat ions Dr. Fermin-Finan.  
We w ish you both the very best  
in your new  chapter! 

UNM DEPARTMENT OF DERMATOLOGY ALUMNI
W E WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

If  you have any updates you would  l ike to  share in t he newslet ter, p lease 
email Lalit a Lopez de Gaunt t  at  lalopez@salud.unm.edu   

.

Dr. Logue is now  providng 
services in Minot , North Dakota 

Dr. Tchanque-Fossuo is now  
w ith Western Dermatology 
in A lbuquerque, New  Mexico.

W hat 's

New

W ith
You?!
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Grand Rounds:  July -Novem ber 2021

Your f inancial support  furt hers our mission to provide our communit y 
w it h Grand Rounds educat ional opportunit ies. 

Please consider a donat ion to further our init iat ives: 
www.unmfund.org / fund/ dermatology-chairs-fund   

Thank you to all our Grand Rounds speakers who have jo ined 
us this academic year, includ ing:

Cont inuing  The Excellence! Join Us by Zoom or In Person
TENTATIVE GRAND ROUND SPEAKERS FOR THE 20 21-20 22 ACADEMIC YEAR:

Sergei Grando, MD, Universit y of California, Irvine

Lynn Mckinley Grant , MA, MD, Howard Universit y

Nina Wallerstein, MD, The Universit y of New  Mexico

and more...

Grand Rounds are Every Friday of the Month (Except  Major Holidays/ Meet ings)  

Paul Big liard i, MD
Univ. of Minnesota

Krist ina Sowar, MD
The Universit y of New  

Mexico

Jennifer Huang, MD
Harvard Universit y

Rahat  Azfar, MD
Southern Ohio 
Medical Center 

Your Feedback 
Mat ters!

We want  to hear your feedback and/ or suggest ions for our 
Departmental Grand Rounds. 

Please contact  Kathy Freise, Medical Educat ion Specialist  at  
KFreise@salud.unm.edu or Lalit a Lopez de Gaunt t , Operat ions 

Specialist  at  LaLopez@salud.unm.edu 

8-9 a.m.  MST 
GR will be held at Noon MST on the 1st 
Friday of each month from 
January-March 20 22

9-10  a.m. MST
Journal Club/Addit ional Lecture 

CME Cred it !

10 21 Medical Arts Avenue NE
Albuquerque, NM 87131
or via Zoom

Please check our website for the updated calendar.

If you would like to be added to our list serv, p lease 
contact  Lalita Lopez at  lalopez@salud.unm.edu.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.unmfund.org/fund/dermatology-chairs-fund/__;!!KXH1hvEXyw!KRJeLGd9bUijsy9cD-nm6S5sLRr6Hy75HAVhHyKnnBWOqoESAgZ1mC8f6kcHjhYLDm0$
mailto:KFreise@salud.unm.edu
mailto:LaLopez@salud.unm.edu
https://hsc.unm.edu/medicine/departments/dermatology/news-cme-events/
mailto:lalopez@salud.unm.edu


NM Derm at ology  & Derm at olog ic Surgery  
Societ y  Spr ing  Meet ing  (CME)

April 29-30 , 20 22
ALBUQUERQUE, NM & VIA  ZOOM
Guest  Speakers: 
Brent  Moody, MD ,FACP, FAAD  
Herit age Medical Associates

AAD ALUMNI REUNION 20 22

Boston, MA - Stay Tuned!

Upcom ing Events

7
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2nd Annual Derm at ology  f or  
Pr im ary  Care Conference (CME)

June 4 , 20 22
ALBUQUERQUE, NM & VIA  ZOOM

More Info To Come Soon!

7t h Annual Walt er  Burgdorf , MD Mem orial 
Lect ure and NM Derm at ology  & Derm at olog ic 
Surgery  Societ y   Meet ing  (CME)

October 14 -15, 20 22
ALBUQUERQUE, NM & VIA  ZOOM
Guest  Speakers: 

Burgdorf :  Ilona J. Friden, MD, FAAD, FAAP                           
NMDDSS:  TBD 
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Com m uni ty  & Alum ni  Events

6TH ANNUAL WALTER BURGDORF, MD LECTURESHIP & THE 
NEW  MEXICO DERMATOLOGY & DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY 
SOCIETY MEETING  SEPTEMBER. 17-18, 20 21

Thank you to all who joined virtually this year!

We hosted a full day d idact ics including presentat ions from 
Joaquin Brieva, MD (Northwestern Medicine) Amy 
McMichael, MD (At rium Health Wake Forest  Bapt ist ) , UNM 
facult y, Sharon Nunez, MD and Meghan Bret t , MD along 
w ith presentat ions by our medical students and residents.

It  was wonderful to be together again in person and 
virtually! 

We (barring unforeseen circumstances) w ill be hold ing the 
Fall 20 22 meet ing , in person and v ia Zoom, October 14 -15, 
w it h guest  Speaker Ilona Friden, MD. Our NMDDSS speaker 
w ill be determined soon. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in person again! 

COM M UNITY UPDATES

AAD SHADE STRUCTURE GRANT
Congratulat ions  to St . Charles Borromeo School for 
being selected as a grant  w inner for the 20 21 American 
Academy of Dermatology?s (AAD) Shade St ructure 
Program.

Our recent  graduate, Dr. Catherine Tchanque-Fossuo 
led this effort  w ith sponsorship from Drs. John Durkin,
Emily A ltman and A imee Smidt . GREAT WORK!

Drs. A imee Smidt  and John Durkin have started 
regularly scheduled clinics at  the UNMH 
Specialt y Care Clinic in Gallup, NM to provide 
Dermatology services for Gallup and it s 
surrounding vibrant  communit ies.

So far it  has been a t remendous success and an 
opportunit y for our t rainees to see a d if ferent  
view  of New  Mexico and our pat ient  populat ions.  
We hope to expand such clinical programming 
and telemedicine in the future as well.  

A special THANK YOU to Dr. Brenda Dint iman and all 
who have donated to the Walter Burgdorf Endowed 
Lectureship to help the fund reach it 's target  of $10 0 ,0 0 0  
this Fall! 
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Diversi ty, Equi ty  & Inclusi v i ty  Updates

The Department  of Dermatology at  the UNM School of Medicine 
cont inues to emphasize it s stance against  racism and 
d iscriminat ion of any kind. We reaff irm our commitment  to a 
workplace that  promotes d iversit y, equit y and inclusion. 

As part  of this commitment , we cont inue to expand init iat ives:

DIALOGUES ON DIVERSITY

Open forums that  serve as a safe p lace 
where facult y, t rainees and staf f  can gather 
to t alk, listen, and learn from each other.  
Future dates/ t imes are TBD but  sessions 
are generally Fridays at  Noon. Stay Tuned. 

  

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Our facult y have been involved in mult ip le 
local and nat ional DEI commit tees and task 
force, includ ing the fo llow ing:

- SOCS Underrepresentat ion of Skin of Color 
Images in Dermatology Task Force

- Collaborat ion w ith ACMS Diversit y Task 
Force

UNDERREPRESENTED MINORITY 
STUDENT MENTORING

The goal of  t hese init iat ives is to increase 
our department 's part icipat ion in 
mentoring URM students and residents.

- AAD Diversit y Mentorship Program 

- Skin Color Society Mentorship Program 

- Lat ino Medical Student  Associat ion 
mentorship

- UNM Minorit ies in Community Medicine 
mentor

Plan for scholarships to support  1-2 URM visit ing 
medical students to rotate at  our dermatology 
rotat ion next  year.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION                    
GRAND ROUNDS

The goal of  t his GR is to increase know ledge 
and qualit y of  dermatolog ic care for pat ient s 
of  color and minorit y/ underserved 
populat ions.

Upcoming event : TBD-Stay Tuned!

8 a.m. MST: Using the Arts to Improve Diagnost ic 
Skills
9 a.m. MST: Resident  Workshop topic/ t it le: 
Diversit y and Community Engagement

Dr. Lynn McKinley-Grant , MD
Adjunct  Consultant
Diversit y and Community Engagement
Department  of Dermatology
Duke Universit y School of Medicine

ANTI-RACISM GRAND ROUNDS

The goal of  t his GR is to increase awareness 
of issues (social, cult ural, racial, etc.)  faced by 
underserved or minorit y groups, in our 
communit y or broader, t hat  af fect  healt h care 
or cont ribute to healt h d isparit ies. 

Upcoming event : 2/ 25/ 20 22 presented by 
Dr. Nina Wallerstein and Dr. Carlos Linares

DEI Department  Representat ives
Dr. Rom eo Morales & Dr. A lba Posligua-A lban
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Academ ic Derm atology  Posi t i ons

The Department  of Dermatology at  The Universit y of New  
Mexico School of Medicine seeks qualif ied  ind iv iduals for 
t hree full-t ime facult y  posit ions to join an innovat ive group 
environment :

- Ped iat r ic Derm at ology
- General Derm at ology
- Derm at olog ist / Derm at opat holog ist

We serve a large, d iverse, med ically  complex 
populat ion and are a consult at ive resource for t he 
st ate of  New  Mexico and t he Four Corners reg ion of  
t he Sout hwest . The Department  provides many 
services including: general and pediat ric dermatology, 
phototherapy, laser, dermatologic/ Mohs surgery and 
aesthet ic services. 

We have a st rong part nership  w it h bot h 
Dermatopat hology  and communit y  physicians. 
Responsib ilit ies include primarily outpat ient  
Dermatology and evening/ weekend call coverage for 
inpat ient  hospital consultat ions. Teledermatology is an 
evolving development  as well. Opportunit ies for 
clinical research are availab le.

UNM Healt h Sciences Center (HSC) is New  Mexico's 
only  academ ic healt h complex and is located  in 
beaut iful A lbuquerque, New  Mexico. Resources are 
priorit ized into four mission areas of educat ion, 
research, pat ient  care and community out reach - all 
t argeted toward the object ive of delivering the highest  
level of health care to the people of New  Mexico. 
Opportunit ies abound for mult id iscip linary scholarship 
and research through collaborat ions w ith scholars 
across the arts and sciences d iscip lines, law  and 
populat ion health as well as robust  community 
organizat ions.

The UNM School of  Med icine is celebrated  for it s 
innovat ions in med ical educat ion and is a nat ional 
leader in d iversit y  in bot h t he physician workforce 
and it s st udent  body. Candidates w ith at t ributes that  
support  our mission include demonst rable experience 
promot ing inclusion in the workforce, modeling cultural 
humilit y, commitment  to guid ing 
underrepresented/ minorit y learners into professional 
success, and st riving to use social determinants of 
health to address health d isparit ies for ind ividuals and 
communit ies. We as an inst itut ion value community 
engagement , as evidenced by our nat ional recognit ion 
in rural and family medicine t raining programs and our 
groundbreaking BA/ MD Programs that  provide 
pathways for students from urban, rural and t ribal New  
Mexico to pursue a medical career. The Department  of 
Dermatology is commit ted to d iversit y, equit y and 
inclusion and uses these standards as measures of 
excellence.

New  Mexico is a recreat ion and art  dest inat ion. 
A lbuquerque is a beaut iful cit y w ith mountains to the 
east  and a mesa to the west  w ith breathtaking sunsets, 
lakes, rivers, deserts and mountain ranges. It  is ideal for 
outdoor act ivit ies and sports all year-round including 
running, hiking, b iking and skiing. New  Mexico is 
mult icultural and mult ilingual w ith 22 American Indian 
t ribes and nat ions as well as vibrant  Lat inx, Black 
American and Asian American communit ies w ith 
excellent  local cuisine, unique architecture and mult ip le 
cultural and historic sites. NM is dense w ith 
internat ionally famous art ist s, craft  breweries and 
w ineries, and an ever-expanding f ilm indust ry.

A Com prehensive Benef it  Package includ ing 
paid  professional liab ilit y insurance, 
medical/ dental/ v ision p lan, ret irement , annual 
and professional leave, cont inuing educat ion 
tuit ion and dependent  t uit ion program, and a 
compet it ive salary w it h incent ive is of fered.

App ly  at  unm jobs.unm .edu and search f or  t he 
f ollow ing  post ing  num bers:
Pediat ric Dermatolog ist : Req15251   
General Dermatolog ist : Req15746                                 
Dermatolog ist / Dermatopatholog ist :  Req17999

Please Cont act  Us W it h Quest ions!
Lalit a Lopez de Gaunt t : Lalopez@salud.unm.edu
Dr. A imee Smidt , MD, Chair: Asmidt@salud.unm.edu



WAYS YOU CAN GIVE

Invest  in New  Mexico's Dermatolog ic Future

MAKE AN IMPACT

We Value Your Support

In sunny New  Mexico, access to dermatology care is especially crucial. Our p ract it ioners 
of fer t he highest  qualit y  dermatolog ic care t hat  is of t en unat t ainab le elsewhere in t he 
st ate. 

By making a g if t  to support  the Department  of Dermatology at  UNM, you help improve 
access throughout  New  Mexico by t raining and retaining providers to deliver advanced 
dermatologic care to adult  and pediat ric pat ients, and grow  our educat ional and research 
effort s.

Der m at ol ogy  
Chai r ?s Fund

Edgar  Ben t on  
Sm i t h , M D 

Endow m ent  i n  
Der m at ol ogy

Ry an  F. Dan i el l     
Fund

The Ryan F. Daniell Fund was 
established by his generous 
family to honor his legacy after 
he passed from  melanoma. 

It  was Ryan?s hope that  his 
st ruggle would lead to 
increased awareness, early 
detect ion, and accessib le 
t reatment  for all New  Mexicans.

This Fund supports costs 
associated w ith Departmental 
free skin cancer screenings, 
educat ion of our learners 
around the state, and research 
on melanoma.  

The Daniell Family and the 
Department  of Dermatology 
welcome your partnership.

Give to support  the greatest  
need!

Created by a generous, private 
donor in 20 16, the 
Dermatology Chair's Fund 
provides f lexib ilit y for the 
Department  Chair to invest  
wherever the needs are 
greatest  which has included 
grand rounds and 
alumni/ networking init iat ives. 

The Edgar Benton Smith, MD 
Endowment  provides supports 
the needs of Dermatology 
Residents, especially those 
engaged in academic research 
and scholarly presentat ions.

We are honored to offer this 
t ribute to E.B. Smith through 
an endowed fund, and aim to 
increase it  w ith your support .

 

amanda.baca@unmfund.org
50 5.313.7636
www.unmfund.org
UNM Foundat ion,

Two Woodward Circle,

70 0  Lomas Blvd, Suite 10 8

Albuquerque, NM 8710 2

Cont act : Am anda Baca
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CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

We are so proud to share our Department?s accomplishments w hile we also t ry to highlight  
the incredib le things our friends, partners, and alumni are doing in New  Mexico and beyond.

Please share your feedback w ith us and feel free to send us updates, news, or other 
highlights you'd like to see included in this communicat ion!

And again, to everyone this unprecedented holiday season, we are t ruly so thankful for YOU

and your support  of our Department  of Dermatology mission and vision.

STAY SAFE AND W ELL.

10 21 Medical Arts Avenue NE  |  A lbuquerque, NM 8710 2

Phone: 50 5-272-60 0 0   |  Fax: 50 5-272-6228

Email: hsc-dermatology@salud.unm.edu  |  asmidt@salud.unm.edu

Cont act  Us
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