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Dear colleagues, alumni, donors:

We have completed another ext raord inary 
academic year, which always reminds me to 
pause (sort  of!) , and ref lect  on our many 
accomplishments, made all t he more 
impact ful considering the challenges and 
uncertain t imes we have also faced. On 
behalf of the ent ire team, we recognize and 
THANK our alumni, donors, friends, 
leadership, facult y, sponsors, and learners 
who keep our UNM Derm community 
st rong!

Some key accomplishments to highlight  and 
honor:

   We successfully graduated our most  
recent  class ? Drs. Nicole Bolick, Jose 
Cortez and Darren Kempton. Dr. Bolick 
moves to NC to join Piedmont  Plast ic 
Surgery and Dermatology for clinical 
pract ice, Dr. Cortez start s Mohs fellowship 
at  Mayo Rochester, and Dr. Kempton is 
staying on w ith us facult y, working at  both 
the UNMH Dermatology Clinic and at  the 
VA. We are t ruly so proud of all of them!

     In July, we welcomed our fabulous class 
of new  residents: Drs. Samantha (Sam) 
Herbert , Josue (Daniel)  Parr, Danielle Turner 
and Avalon Yi, AND again we had a hugely 
successful 20 25 match! Dr. Therese Holguin 
has off icially ret ired ? we THANK her for her 
t remendous service in the Department  and 
we know  we w ill stay close, even if  she is in 
California. Similarly, we w ish nothing but  the 
best  to Dr. Romeo Morales as he has 
accepted a d if ferent  VA post  on the East  
Coast . Please know  we cont inue to 
assert ively recruit  for addit ional facult y ? 
see our open post ings and spread the word. 
And very soon we w ill be opening our 
renovated Mohs procedure suite for 
improved pat ient  access and specialized 
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Let ter from  
the Chai r  
Aimee Smidt , MD, FAAD, FAAP

surg ical care ? stay tuned for more 
informat ion on that .

     We are so grateful for our hardworking 
Departmental administ rat ive staff who t ruly 
keep the gears turning, and our Clinical 
Trials p lat form is exponent ially grow ing ? 
p lease refer your pat ients and see our 
webpage for links and informat ion. We said 
a b it tersweet  goodbye to longt ime staff 
Kathy Freise PhD as she moves to the UNM 
Art  Museum. And we were so very thankful 
that  Lalita Lopez de Gaunt t  has now  
t ransit ioned to be our Educat ion Specialist , 
and w ill assist  w ith our residency t raining 
program leadership and coord inat ion. 
Finally, UNM Derm students, residents, and 
facult y cont ributed over 30  unique papers, 
posters and presentat ions at  nat ional and 
internat ional venues ? Bravo!

     Our Grand Rounds cont inue as consistent  
opportunit ies for the highest  qualit y 
speakers ? ongoing thanks to our donors to 
the Chair Fund which support  this 
programming. In addit ion, our most  recent  
Dermatology for Primary Care CME 
conference was wonderfully at tended, for 
the FIFTH year going. And our TENTH 
Annual Burgdorf Memorial Lectureship w ill 
t ake p lace the weekend of September 12th, 
host ing Drs. Jean Bolognia and Michelle 
Tarbox, along w ith Paul Dunn as our A lumni 
Speaker ? pencil it  in and p lan to join us! 

At  the t imes are always changing, I 
personally take so much purpose from the 
work we do, TOGETHER. I want  to 
acknow ledge w ith grat itude everyone who 
makes up the UNM Derm community. Have a 
wonderful summer and keep in touch.
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Congratulat i ons Class of 2025!

Congrat ulat ions t o our 20 25 graduat ing  class!

 Dr. Nicole Bolick has joined Piedmont  Plast ic Surgery and Dermatology in Charlot te, 

NC for general dermatology pract ice.  Dr. Jose Cortez w ill be start ing a fellowship in 
Mohs Surgery/ Dermatologic Oncology at  the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN.  Dr. 

Darren Kempton is staying in New  Mexico as facult y in our department  as well as 
provid ing services at  the Raymond G. Murphy Medical Center. 
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M atch 2025!

Meet  Our Resident s st art ing  in July 20 26! 

Tharani Murali, MD

Universit y of New  Mexico   
School of Medicine

Julianne Rizzo, MD

Universit y of California, Davis 
School of Medicine

Fab io la Ramirez, MD

Texas Tech Universit y Health 
Sciences Center Paul L. Foster 

School of Medicine

Paul Paris, MD

Texas A&M Health Science 
Center College of Medicine
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Welcom e Resident  Class 2025-2028!

Avalon Yi, MD

Internship : Internal Medicine - Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine                                    

Medical Degree: Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine

Samantha Herbert , MD, M.S.P.H 

Internship : General Medicine - Santa Clara Valley Medical Center                                                       

Medical Degree: Universit y of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine

Danielle Turner, MD, Ph. D, MS

Internship :  Internal Medicine - Virg inia Mason Medical Center                                                            
Medical Degree: Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine

Josue " Daniel"  Parr, MD

Internship : General Surgery - Universit y of California Davis School of Medicine                                  
Medical Degree: Universit y of California, Davis, School of Medicine



Facul ty  Updates
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Dr. Therese Holguin has ret i red!

Dr. Therese Holguin has off icially ret ired from UNM Dermatology as 
of May 20 25 to move to California and be closer to her daughter and 

granddaughter. We are incredib ly grateful to Dr. Holguin for 
returning to UNM Dermatology in 20 16 to provide except ional care 

to the New  Mexico community and for p laying a vital role in the 
rebuild ing of our residency program. W hile we w ill miss her 
presence in the clinic, we are excited to have her cont inue 

cont ribut ing as a Let ter of Academic Tit le appointee, where she w ill 
share her expert ise w ith future residents. 

Dr. Darren Kem pton Joins as Facul ty !

Dr. M orales departs UNM  Derm atology

Dr. Romeo Morales relocated to the VA Hospital in Virg inia in 
June 20 25. Since joining UNM Dermatology in 20 18, Dr. Morales 

has generously served our veterans while teaching and 
mentoring residents and numerous medical students. We are 

deeply thankful for his cont ribut ions over the past  f ive years and 
w ish him all t he best  in this next  chapter. We are also p leased to 
share that  Dr. Morales w ill cont inue his involvement  w ith a Let ter 

of Academic Tit le, and we know  he w ill always be part  of the 
UNM Dermatology community.   

Dr. Darren Kempton has joined as a 50 / 50  facult y member w ith UNMH 
Dermatology and the Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center. He w ill d ivide 
his t ime equally between both inst itut ions, bring ing his expert ise to each 

set t ing w ith an emphasis on surg ical and laser procedures. We are beyond 
thrilled to retain Dr. Kempton as facult y and look forward to his cont inued 

commitment  to t ransforming dermatology in New  Mexico.
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Departm ent   Updates
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Kathy Freise, Ph. D, departed the UNM Dermatology Department  in 

April 20 25 to pursue a new  posit ion at  the UNM Art  Museum. Since 
joining the department  in 20 18, Kathy has provided except ional 

support  to our residency and educat ion program and p layed a t ruly 
integral role in it s success. W hile we w ill miss her dearly, we w ish Kathy 
all t he very best  in this excit ing new  chapter of her career, and she 

stays close "across campus."

Lalita Lopez de Gaunt t  has t ransit ioned from her role as Operat ions 
Specialist  to Medical Educat ion Program Specialist  follow ing the 
departure of Kathy Freise. Lalita has been w ith the Department  of 

Dermatology in various important  roles since 20 17. We are so grateful 
that  she is taking on this new  posit ion, w ith confidence that  her 

comprehensive know ledge w ill cont inue to cont ribute to the success 
of our educat ion missions.  

Gabriel Peters has departed his role as Research Coordinator w ith 

UNM Dermatology to pursue his dream of at tending medical school. 
Gabe was accepted into the UNM School of Medicine and w ill begin as 

an MS1 in July 20 25. We are so proud of him as he embarks on this 
excit ing journey and look forward to all t hat  he w ill accomplish in the 
years ahead.  

 

 

Nesrin Hussein Ismail has joined UNM Dermatology as our new  

Research Coordinator. Orig inally from Lebanon, Nesrin holds a 
Master?s degree in Biomedical Engineering and also has a background 

in Chemist ry. Prior to joining us, she served as a Research Coordinator 
in the GI Department  at  Baylor College of Medicine. Nesrin recent ly 
relocated to A lbuquerque after her husband matched into the GI 

Fellowship Program at  UNM. Outside of work, she enjoys t raveling and 
staying act ive through Pilates and yoga. We are thrilled to welcome 

Nesrin to our team!



Research Ini t i at i ves  
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Our Research Team is current ly looking  to recruit  
interested  part icipant s for t he fo llow ing cond it ions: 

- Atop ic Dermat it is
- Hidradenit is Suppurat iva
- Prurigo Nodularis
- Psoriasis

- Psoriat ic Art hrit is
- Pyoderma Gangrenosum
- Vit i l igo

To learn more, p lease scan t he QR code and 
contact  our Research Coord inators

Nesrin Hussein Ismail        
50 5-272-9829      
NHusseinIsmail@salud.unm.edu

Kenda Pina        
50 5-272-8312      

KPina@salud.unm.edu
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Publicat ions:

Vigil SR, *Yi, AN, Elwood H, Durkin J, Smid t  AC. Pediat ric Syringocystadenoma Papilliferum Arising 
De Novo on the Leg: Characterist ics Observed W ith Reflectance Confocal Microscopy. Pediat r 
Dermatol. 20 25 Jan 29. doi: 10 .1111/ pde.15869. Epub ahead of print . PMID: 39887723. 

***Midani L, **Park K, Stepenaskie S, Smid t  AC, Durkin JR. Confocal Reflectance Microscopy 
Findings in Juvenile Xanthogranuloma: Report  of 2 Cases. Pediat r Dermatol. 20 25 
May-Jun;42(3):631-634. doi: 10 .1111/ pde.15857. Epub 20 25 Jan 22. PMID: 39843240 . 

*Chiu LW, Dibas BI, Walker PD, Smidt  AC, Konstant inov NK. Immunoglobulin A  vasculit is w ith 
periorb ital edema and severe renal involvement : A  case report . Pediat r Dermatol. 20 25 
Jan-Feb;42(1):129-132. doi: 10 .1111/ pde.15726. Epub 20 24 Aug 21. PMID: 39169477. 

Navarrete-Dechent  C, Longo C, Liopyris K, Ard igo M, Ahlgrimm-Siess V, Bahadoran P, Carrera C, 
Tavoloni Braga JC, Chen CJ, Correa L, de Carvahlo N, Durkin J, Farnetani F, Grant -Kels JM, Gill M, 
Gonzalez S, Hartmann D, Hoffman-Wellenhof R, Huho A , Ludzik J, Malvehy J, Marghoob AA, 
Moscarella E, Oliviero M, Puig S, Rabinovit z H, Rao B, Rezze GG, Rossi AM, Rubinstein G, Ruini C, 
Sat t ler E, Soyer HP, Schwartz R, Thng S, Ulrich M, W itkowski A , Dusza SW, Guitera P, Pellacani G, 
Scope A , Jain M. Reflectance confocal microscopy terminology for nonmelanocyt ic skin lesions: A  
Delphi consensus of experts. J Am Acad Dermatol. 20 25 May 12:S0 190 -9622(25)0 210 0 -0 . doi: 
10 .10 16/ j.jaad.20 25.0 5.1362. Epub ahead of print . PMID: 40 368182. 

Gelfand JM, Armst rong AW, Lim HW, Feldman SR, Johnson SM, Claiborne WCC, Kalb RE, Jakus J, 
Mangold AR, Flowers RH, Bhutani T, Durkin JR, Bagel J, Fretzin S, Sheehan MP, Krell J, Reeder M, 
Kaffenberger J, Kartono F, Takeshita J, Bridges AM, Field ing E, Nehal US, Schaecher KL, Howard LM, 
Eakin GS, Báez S, Bishop BE, Fit zsimmons RC Jr, Papadopoulos M, Song W B, Linn KA, Hubbard RA, 
Shin DB, Callis Duff in K. Home- vs Off ice-Based Narrowband UV-B Phototherapy for Pat ients W ith 
Psoriasis: The LITE Randomized Clinical Trial. JAMA Dermatol. 20 24 Dec 1;160 (12):1320 -1328. doi: 
10 .10 0 1/ jamadermatol.20 24.3897. Erratum in: JAMA Dermatol. 20 25 Mar 1;161(3):342. doi: 
10 .10 0 1/ jamadermatol.20 24.6431. PMID: 39319513; PMCID: PMC11425190 . 

Smolen JS, Emery P, Rigby W, Tanaka Y, Vargas JI, Jain M, Kato K, Carter KM, Khan N, Phill ips C, 
Meerwein S, Cohen SB. Upadacit inib  as monotherapy in pat ients w ith rheumatoid arthrit is and prior 
inadequate response to methot rexate: result s at  260  weeks from the SELECT-MONOTHERAPY 
randomised study. RMD Open. 20 25 May 11;11(2):e0 0 50 51. doi: 10 .1136/ rmdopen-20 24-0 0 50 51. PMID: 
40 350 20 0 ; PMCID: PMC120 67782. 

Navsaria LJ, Liao K, *Veerabagu S, Hinkston CL, Wehner MR. Act inic Keratosis Incidence in Solid  
Organ Transplant  Recip ients. JAMA Dermatol. 20 25 Mar 1;161(3):334-336. doi: 
10 .10 0 1/ jamadermatol.20 24.5997. PMID: 3993750 3; PMCID: PMC11822593. 

*Yi, Avalon; ***Linn, Jaimie; Ochmanek, Emily; Fabre, Anna; Yang, MingAn; Smidt , A imee C. Trend in 
the Use of Pain Modalit ies in Pat ients w ith Vascular Anomalies. Journal of Vascular Anomalies 6(1):p 
e107, March 20 25. | DOI: 10 .10 97/JOVA.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 107

*Chiu LW, Matsumoto A . Reconst ruct ion of a Large Defect  of the Right  Midface. Dermatol Surg. 
Published online June 26, 20 25. doi:10 .10 97/ DSS.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4750

**Cortez JL, Vig il SR, Matsumoto A . Reconst ruct ion of a Medial Canthus and Full-Thickness Eyelid  
Defect . Dermatol Surg. 20 25 Mar 10 . doi: 10 .10 97/ DSS.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4607. Epub ahead of print . 
PMID: 40 0 62610 .

***Park Y, **Finan C, Elwood H, Konstant inov NK. Ant i-3-hydroxy-3-methylg lutaryl coenzyme A 
reductase immune mediated necrot izing myopathy w ith a CD68+ lymphohist iocyt ic cutaneous 
erupt ion. JAAD Case Rep. 20 25; 59(1):16-18.                                                                                                                                                                                              

Departm ent  Publ i cat i ons & Presentat i ons 

*** Medical Student s** AlumniFacult yPublicat ion Key : ? Nash Fund Supported* Current  Resident s
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*Veerabagu SA, Nugent  ST, Geng Z, Yanes AF, Fischer JP, Kovell R, Kuntz AF, Rajasekaran K, 
VanderBeek BL, Miller CJ, Etzkorn JR, Sobanko JF, Higgins HW  2nd, Walker J, Zhang J, Giordano CN. 
Nat ional opioid prescrip t ion decline across outpat ient  specialt y surgeries: A  claims database study. J 
Am Acad Dermatol. 20 25 Apr 14:S0 190 -9622(25)0 0 610 -3. doi: 10 .10 16/ j.jaad.20 25.0 4.0 19. Epub 
ahead of print . PMID: 40 239813.

Presentat ions:

Vigil SR, *Chiu LW, Smidt  AC. Nicolau Syndrome in a Child : A  Rare Inject ion Complicat ion. Society for 
Pediat ric Dermatology 50 th Annual Meet ing. July 23-26, 20 25. Seat t le, WA.

N. Konstant inov.  ?Autoimmune Bullous Disorders: Bedside to Laboratory Diagnosis.? Asociacion 
Bioquimica Argent ina Courses, Curso Internacional de Enfermedades Autoinmunes: Enforuqe Clinico 
y de Laborat iorio, May 12, 20 25.

N. Konstant inov.  ?Psoriasis and Hair Loss for Primary Care: Diagnosis, Management , and Referral.? 
5th Annual Dermatology for Primary Care Conference at  the Universit y of New  Mexico, May 31, 20 25.

N. Konstant inov.  ?Cutaneous Manifestat ions of Autoimmune Disease: Approach to Diagnosis and 
Updates for the Internist .? 20 25 American College of Physicians New  Mexico Chapter Annual 
Scient if ic Meet ing., May 2, 20 25. Santa Fe, New  Mexico.

N. Konstant inov. S. Emil. ?Combined Rheumatology-Dermatology Clinic at  the Universit y of New  
Mexico.? Universit y of New  Mexico Internal Medicine Grand Rounds. April 17, 20 25.

N. Konstant iov. ?Dermatologic Manifestat ions of HIV Infect ion and A IDS.? NM Annual HIV, HCV, & STI 
Update: Build ing CommUNITY ? St rengthening Hope and Comprehensive HIV, Hepat it is C, and 
Sexually Transmit ted Infect ion Treatment  and Prevent ion, April 16, 20 25.

N. Konstant inov.  ?COVID-19 In Dermatology: Looking at  the Past , Present  and Future.? New  Mexico 
Post -COVID Primary Care ECHO Program, January 21, 20 25.

Matsumoto, A . Z-Plasty Lecture, Fellows In-t raining, ACMS 20 25, Nashville, TN, May 20 25

Posters:

*Chiu LW  and Matsumoto AJ. Reconst ruct ion of a Large Defect  of the Right  Midface. 20 25 American 
College of Mohs Surgery Annual Meet ing. May 15-18, 20 25. Nashville, TN.

Russell S, *Artounian K, Konstant inov NK. Stone Cold: A  Case of Pet rif ied Ears. New  Mexico 
Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery Society. April 4 , 20 25.

***Ko RF, **Cortez J, Elwood HR, Konstant inov NK. A  Rash w ith Renal Life Consequences. New  
Mexico Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery Society. April 4 , 20 25.

***Ridgeway G, **Kempton D, Elwood H, Konstant inov NK. Nailed It ! Uncovering Clues Beneath the 
Crust . New  Mexico Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery Society. April 4 , 20 25.

*Phan S, Elwood H, Konstant inov NK. Don?t  be Rash: Uncovering the Diagnosis Behand a Decept ive 
Presentat ion. New  Mexico Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery Society. April 4 , 20 25.

**Cortez JL, Stepenaskie S, Konstant inov NK. Iododerma in a pat ient  w ith ret iform purpura, purpuric 
papules and a pulmonary nodule. American Academy of Dermatology, Orlando Florida. March 7, 
20 25.                                                                                                                                                                               

Departm ent  Publ i cat i ons & Presentat i ons 

*** Medical Student s** AlumniFacult yPublicat ion Key : ? Nash Fund Supported* Current  Resident s



Grand Rounds:  January -June 2025

Your dollars help  make our excellent  Grand Rounds educat ional opportunit ies a realit y - 
and we need your support ! 

We welcome your donat ion at  any level: 
www.unmfund.org / fund/ dermatology-chairs-fund   

Thank you to t he excellent  speakers who have jo ined us t his year!

Cont inuing  The Excellence! Join Us by Zoom or In Person
TENTATIVE GRAND ROUND SPEAKERS in 20 25-20 26

Era Tzamaloukas, MSN, ACNS-BC, Universit y of New  Mexico

Sancy Leachman, MD, Universit y of Utah  

Jesse Keller, MD,  Oregon Health and Science Universit y                                                                                                     

Beverly Faulkner-Jones, MD, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

Ginat  Mirowski, MD, Ind iana Universit y School of Medicine 

And more!

Your Feedback Mat ters!

We want  to hear your feedback and/ or 
suggest ions for our Departmental Grand Rounds. 

Contact  Lalit a Lopez at  lalopez@salud.unm.edu 
or Pat ricia Nunez at  PANunez@salud.unm.edu to 

be added to our listserv.

Grand Rounds are Every Friday of the Month (Except  
Major Holidays/AAD)  8-9 a.m. MST 

10 0 1 Medical Arts Avenue NE
Albuquerque, NM 8710 2

or via Zoom

Please check our website for the updated calendar.

We would  love to have you jo in us!  

Breakfast  and CME provided!
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Mat ilda Nicholas, MD 
Duke Universit y 

Naiara Barbosa, MD      
Mayo Clinic, 

Jacksonville, Florida 

Robert  Brodell, MD 
Universit y of  

Mississipp i Medical 
Center

Deborah Atkins, MD 
Physicians Aesthet ics      

A la Ebaid , MD         
UNM Comprehensive 

Cancer Center      

James Del Rosso, DO 
Touro Universit y 

Nevada     

Deeptej Singh, MD  
Sandia Dermatology                   
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.unmfund.org/fund/dermatology-chairs-fund/__;!!KXH1hvEXyw!KRJeLGd9bUijsy9cD-nm6S5sLRr6Hy75HAVhHyKnnBWOqoESAgZ1mC8f6kcHjhYLDm0$
mailto:KFreise@salud.unm.edu
mailto:KFreise@salud.unm.edu
mailto:LaLopez@salud.unm.edu
mailto:LaLopez@salud.unm.edu
https://hsc.unm.edu/medicine/departments/dermatology/news-cme-events/


Upcom ing Events
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AAD A lum ni Reunion

10 t h Annual Walt er  Burgdorf , MD Mem orial Lect ureship  and     
NM Derm at ology  and Derm at olog ic Surgery  Societ y  Fall Meet ing  

September 12-13, 20 25
Albuquerque, NM

Date:  April 20 26
Locat ion: TBD

More Info at  : ht t ps:// nmddss.org /

St ay  Tuned! 

Speaker:
Jean Bolognia, MD     

Yale Medical School       
Ket tering-Hauppauge

Speaker:
Michelle Tarbox, MD  
Texas Tech Universit y 

Health Sciences 
Center-Lubbock                                                

New Mexico Derm at ology  and Derm at olog ic Surgery  Societ y                 
Spr ing  Meet ing  

Date:  TBD-March 20 26
Locat ion: Denver, CO

Alumni Speaker:
Paul Dunn, MD               
Advanced Dermatology 
& Skin Surgery

https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/
https://nmddss.org/


AAD ALUMNI REUNION                                                                     
March 20 25

Com m uni ty  & Alum ni  Events

Our 20 25 NMDDSS Spring Meet ing  was a success!  This year, we were honored to welcome Dr. Ashfaq Marghoob from 

Memorial Sloan Ket tering Cancer Center as our keynote speaker. His presentat ions on dermoscopy were t ruly outstanding 
and very well-received. Our residents and medical students also  shared remarkable case presentat ions, making this year?s 

conference an except ional experience from start  to f inish. Look ahead to the next  NMDDSS Spring Meet ing, which we p lan 
to host  in beaut iful Santa Fe. Stay tuned? more details w ill be announced soon! 
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Another AAD A lumni Reunion in the books! It  is always so valuable reconnect ing w ith alumni and their families. 

We?re already looking forward to the next  reunion in Denver in March 20 26! Be sure to check your email for updates on the 
exact  date and locat ion.

          NEW  MEXICO DERMATOLOGY AND DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY 
SOCIETY SPRING MEETING                                                                                                                        

APRIL 4-5 20 25



FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENINGS 20 24 -20 25
Taos NM:  March 22, 20 25

 
Albuquerque & Rio Rancho NM, May 10 , 20 25
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Com m uni ty  & Alum ni  Events

THANK YOU to all our volunteers who joined us for our 20 24-20 25 Free Skin 
Cancer Screenings.  This year was a huge achievement  for our communit ies! We 
screened over 450  pat ients in 5 community locat ions (Gallup, Taos, Carlsbad, Rio 

Rancho and A lbuquerque).  These screenings could not  be possib le w ithout  the 
support  of the AAD Spot  Me Campaign, The UNM Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Shannon Shaw  Fund, and the UNM Dermatology Ryan Daniell Fund.  

If  you would like to volunteer, p lease contact  Dr. John Durkin at  
JDurkin@salud.unm.edu.  

If  you would like to support  funding this important  init iat ive, p lease use the QR 
code to donate.  

mailto:JDurkin@salud.unm.edu
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Com m uni ty  & Alum ni  Events

  5TH ANNUAL                                                                                     
DERMATOLOGY FOR PRIMARY CARE CONFERENCE                                                                              

MAY 31, 20 25

Our 5th Annual Dermatology for Primary Care Conference represented another great  educat ional program! This year, we 

were proud to welcome Dr. Mary Elizabeth Logue (?21) as p lenary speaker, present ing on her experience in Rural 
Dermatology, and Era Tzamaloukas, MSN, ACNS-BC, CWON-AP, who led an outstanding breakout  session on wound care. 
The conference featured four pract ical sessions covering pediat ric, geriat ric, and general dermatologic cases, along w ith 

three hands-on workshops focused on wound care, dermatologic procedures, and dermoscopy. W ith over 70  regist rants, 
we are incredib ly thankful to our indust ry sponsors who helped make this event  possib le.

THANK YOU to everyone who joined us for this important  conference aimed at  expanding dermatologic know ledge among 
primary care providers? and special thanks to our dedicated staff who worked behind the scenes to keep making this 
conference a success.

Mark your calendars! Our 6th Annual Dermatology for Primary Care Conference is confirmed for May 30 , 20 26. We hope to 
see you there! 



This academic year, The New  Mexico Dermatology communit y and our 
department  lost  two except ional physicians:                                                                  

Dr. Vincent  Muscarella and Dr. Phillip  Eichhorn.

As volunteer facult y, both made last ing cont ribut ions to our department , our 
residency program, and the communit ies t hey served. Their presence, 

leadership, and ded icat ion w ill be deeply missed. 

Dr. Phillip  
Eichhorn 

1946 ?  20 25

Dr. Vincent  
Muscarella 

1937 ?  20 24
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In M em oriam  

https://obits.dallasnews.com/us/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/name/phillip-eichhorn-obituary?id=57637215
https://obits.dallasnews.com/us/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/name/phillip-eichhorn-obituary?id=57637215
https://obits.dallasnews.com/us/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/name/phillip-eichhorn-obituary?id=57637215
https://www.frenchfunerals.com/obituaries/vincent-muscarella
https://www.frenchfunerals.com/obituaries/vincent-muscarella
https://www.frenchfunerals.com/obituaries/vincent-muscarella
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M AKE AN IM PACT!

Invest  in New  Mexico's Dermatolog ic Fut ure!
By making a g if t  to support  the UNM Department  of Dermatology, YOU make a d if ference by 
help ing us t rain and retain physicians to deliver advanced dermatologic care to adult  and 

pediat ric pat ients, and grow  our educat ion and research effort s.  UNM Dermatology has one 
of the highest  rates of alumni part icipat ion at  the UNM School of Medicine.  Your donat ions 

help us t ransform  Dermato logy in New  Mexico! 

The Dr. "Ben" Smith Fund for Residents supports the 
annual budget  of the Dermatology Residency 
Program, especially to cult ivate academic endevors 
and scholarly presentat ions at  the  nat ional level, in 
addit ion to basic operat ional needs such as books, 
white coats, t ravel expenses to required conferences.  
Your g if t  w ill help keep our t raining program stable 
and grow ing. We COUNT on these dollars to help - 
p lease consider a g if t  t his year!

Cont act :  Elizabet h  " Liz"  Kahane                

Liz.kahane@unmfund.org                                                                      
50 5-313-7672                                                                                        
www.unmfund.org                                 

UNM Foundat ion,                                                                                                    
Two Woodward Circle                                                                                          
70 0  Lomas Blvd, Suite 10 8                                                                            
A lbuquerque, NM 8710 2

Ben Sm it h Fund              
for Resident s

Joel Nash Fund

Gift s to the Joel Nash Fund, established by the Nash 
Family to promote Departmental scholarly act ivit y, 
have helped support  our learners publish in medical 
journals and t ravel to academic conferences.  Costs 
cont inue to increase ( it  is current ly $563 to publish 
one case report  in JAAD)! We very much appreciate 
your cont ribut ion in any amount  to help keep our 
learners t ransform dermatology in New  Mexico!   

Depart ment  Chair Fund

Established in 20 16 by a generous private donor, the 
Dermatology Chair?s Fund provides vital f lexib ilit y to 
support  the department?s most  pressing needs.  To 
date, the fund has helped fund Grand Rounds, alumni 
and networking init iat ives, st rategic p lanning, and 
other department -w ide priorit ies.  Please consider 
making a g if t  t his year to help us cont inue build ing on 
this important  work.

http://www.unmfund.org
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1150&appealcode=11551
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1150&appealcode=11551
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1150&appealcode=11551
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1020&appealcode=11551
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1020&appealcode=11551
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1020&appealcode=11551


Academ ic Derm atology  Posi t i ons
The Department  of Dermatology at  The Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine seeks 

qualif ied  ind iv iduals for t wo full-t ime facult y  posit ions to join an innovat ive group 
environment .  Please spread t he word !

Ped iat r ic Derm at ology          General Derm at ology          

We serve a large, d iverse, med ically  complex 
populat ion and are a consult at ive resource for t he 
st ate of  New  Mexico and t he Four Corners reg ion of  
t he Sout hwest . The Department  provides many 
services including: general and pediat ric dermatology, 
phototherapy, laser, dermatologic/ Mohs surgery and 
aesthet ic services. 

We have a st rong part nership  w it h bot h 
Dermatopat hology  and communit y  physicians. 
Responsib ilit ies include primarily outpat ient  
Dermatology and evening/ weekend call coverage for 
inpat ient  hospital consultat ions. Teledermatology is an 
evolving development  as well. Opportunit ies for 
clinical research are availab le.

UNM Healt h Sciences Center (HSC) is New  Mexico's 
only  academ ic healt h complex and is located  in 
beaut iful A lbuquerque, New  Mexico. Resources are 
priorit ized into four mission areas of educat ion, 
research, pat ient  care and community out reach - all 
t argeted toward the object ive of delivering the highest  
level of health care to the people of New  Mexico. 
Opportunit ies abound for mult id iscip linary scholarship 
and research through collaborat ions w ith scholars 
across the arts and sciences d iscip lines, law  and 
populat ion health as well as robust  community 
organizat ions.

The UNM School of  Med icine is celebrated  for it s 
innovat ions in med ical educat ion and is a nat ional 
leader in d iversit y  in bot h t he physician workforce 

and it s st udent  body. Candidates w ith at t ributes that  
support  our mission include demonst rable experience 
promot ing inclusion in the workforce, modeling 
cultural humilit y, commitment  to guid ing 
underrepresented/ minorit y learners into professional 
success, and st riving to use social determinants of 
health to address health d isparit ies for ind ividuals 
and communit ies. We as an inst itut ion value 
community engagement , as evidenced by our 
nat ional recognit ion in rural and family medicine 
t raining programs and our groundbreaking BA/ MD 
Programs that  provide pathways for students from 
urban, rural and t ribal New  Mexico to pursue a 
medical career. The Department  of Dermatology is 
commit ted to d iversit y, equit y and inclusion and uses 
these standards as measures of excellence.

New  Mexico is a recreat ion and art  dest inat ion. 
A lbuquerque is a beaut iful cit y w ith mountains to the 
east  and a mesa to the west  w ith breathtaking 
sunsets, lakes, rivers, deserts and mountain ranges. It  
is ideal for outdoor act ivit ies and sports all 
year-round including running, hiking, b iking and 
skiing. New  Mexico is mult icultural and mult ilingual 
w ith 22 American Indian t ribes and nat ions as well as 
vibrant  Lat inx, Black American and Asian American 
communit ies w ith excellent  local cuisine, unique 
architecture and mult ip le cultural and historic sites. 
NM is dense w ith internat ionally famous art ist s, craft  
breweries and w ineries, and an ever-expanding f ilm 
indust ry.

Please Cont act  Us W it h Quest ions!
Azucena Villa: AVilla@salud.unm.edu
Dr. A imee Smidt , MD, Chair: ASmidt@salud.unm.edu

A  Com prehensive Benef it  Package includ ing paid  
professional liab ilit y insurance, medical/ dental/ v ision p lan, 
ret irement , annual and professional leave, cont inuing 
educat ion tuit ion and dependent  t uit ion program, and a 
compet it ive salary w it h incent ive is of fered.
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CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

We are so proud to share our Department 's accomplishments while 
we also t ry to highlight  the incredib le things our friends, partners, 

and alumni are doing in New  Mexico and beyond.  

Please share your feedback w ith us and feel free to send us updates, 
news, or other highlights you'd like to see included in our newslet ter!

We are t ruly so thankful for YOU and your support  of our 
Department  of Dermatology mission and vision to t ransform 

Dermatology! 
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Follow  Us!

X and Inst agram:

@UNMDermatology

Facebook:

UNM Dermatology

Contact  Us!
10 0 1 Medical Art s Ave. NE

Albuquerque, NM 8710 2

Phone: 50 5-272-60 27

Fax: 50 5-272-6228

Email:  hsc-dermato logy@salud.unm.edu

asmid t@salud.unm.edu
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