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Dear colleagues, alumni, donors, and 
friends:

On behalf of UNM Dermatology, I cont inue 
to be so incredib ly thankful for YOU.  As we 
embark on another special holiday season, I 
always appreciate the t ime to pause and 
ref lect  on the many accomplishments we 
have to celebrate ? most  important ly our 
people, community, and impact  for those 
we serve.

The Department  cont inues to live our 
mission and vision to t ransform 
Dermatology in New  Mexico. 

    We were thrilled to welcome our f irst  
class of four dermatology residents, 
marking an excit ing milestone in our 
program?s grow th: from two residents per 
year in 20 18  and now  four residents 
annually. As we celebrate this progress, we 
also acknow ledge t ransit ions w ithin our 
program. Dr. Kim W hite has made the 
decision to step away from the residency 
program to focus on her family. In other 
news, we are excited to announce that  Dr. 
Luis Sard iña w ill be joining the Universit y of 
New  Mexico Dermatology Residency 
Program as a t ransfer resident  start ing 
March 1, 20 25. 

     Dr. John Durkin and Dr. Therese Holguin 
were promoted from Assistant  Professor to 
Associate Professor and we welcomed Dr. 
Rayan Saade in Dermatopathology. 

    We held another t ruly fantast ic Walter 
Burgdorf MD Memorial Lectureship and 
A lumni Conference ? nine years and I think 
we have the process down! If  you haven?t  
yet  at tended, p lease mark your calendars 
for a tenth celebrat ion next  September 
20 25. 

    We cont inue our successful free skin 
cancer screening events around the state, 
supported by the Ryan F. Daniell Memorial 
Fund and we have partnered w ith the UNM 
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Let ter from  
the Chai r  
Aimee Smidt , MD, FAAD, FAAP

Foundat ion to init iate a Grateful Pat ient  
campaign for cont ribut ions, in addit ion to 
working w ith New  Mexico United and UNM 
HSC Wellness for broader awareness. 

    Our ongoing work w ith the AAD/ Nth 
Dimensions/ UNM HSC Communit ies to 
Careers and the UNM HSC Center for Nat ive 
American Health has provided mentorship 
and inclusive pathway programs for young 
learners in our communit ies, and our 
support  of our own UNM School of Medicine 
students through the Dermatology Interest  
Group remains st rong!

      I am so specif ically proud of our highly 
product ive scholarly work, publicat ions, 
regional/ nat ional presentat ions and grow ing 
clinical t rials. Grand Rounds occurs weekly 
w ith fantast ic speakers, w ith much 
appreciat ion of your f inancial support .  The 
demand for our clinical services at  the UNM 
Health System sites has reached 
ext raord inary levels.  

      We have open facult y and staff physician 
post ings ( in general dermatology, pediat ric 
dermatology, Mohs surgery-dermatology), 
so p lease spread the word if  you or 
someone you know  might  be interested in 
joining our very busy team! We are excited 
to have at  least  three candidates 
interview ing w ith us in the upcoming 
months.

In a sp irit  of grat itude, we w ish you and 
yours the best  of the w inter holidays, and a 
healthy, joyful and product ive 20 25. If  I or 
anyone in our group can be of service to 
you, we are always here to connect .

Salud!

Guest 1
Nice work 🎉
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Resident  Welcom e 2024!
To kick off our 20 24-20 25 academic year we held our Annual Resident  Welcome Dinner in July.  Thank you to Dr. 

John Durkin for host ing and we are so g lad to have our new  PGY-2s Drs. Naga Grandhe, Sheshanna Phan, 
Larimar Rodriguez and Surya Veerabagu. We are excited for what  the 2nd half of this academic year w ill bring!  



Departm ent  Updates
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Pat ricia "Pat " Nunez is our new  
Administ rat ive Assistant .  She 
joined the department  in July  
20 24.   Pat  moved to A lbuquerque 
in 1998 from Los Angeles after a 
15-year career w ith the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department . 
Since moving here she has had 
various jobs including at  the 
Menaul School, which she loved, 
and w ith Haverland Carter Lifestyle 
Group managing senior living 
communit ies.

Pat  is excited that  she is working 
for the Department  of 
Dermatology.  Her energy is a 
delight ful addit ion to our 
Administ rat ive team!  

Cassandra "Cassie" Rojas is our 
new  student  employee who is 
assist ing our administ rat ive team 
w ith various administ rat ive and 
educat ional responsib ilit ies.  She is 
a f irst  year student  at  UNM 
ant icipat ing a Bachelor's Degree in 
Biology.  She also studies 
Flamenco and p lans to Minor in 
Dance.  She is very interested in 
pursuing Dermatology Research in 
the future. Welcome Cassie!    

A lex Galindo also joined UNM 
Dermatology in July 20 24 as our IT 
Support  Technician.  A lex is 
orig inally from Texas and 
graduated from UNM in 20 22 w ith 
a Bachelor's Degree in 
Interd iscip linary Arts. They are 
passionate about  the intersect ion 
of technology and design and have 
a lifelong interest  in d ig ital media. 
In their personal life, A lex enjoys 
paint ing and sharing their love of 
cooking w ith friends and family.  
We are thrilled to have A lex on our 
team!

Welcom e New  Adm inist rat i ve Staff!

Welcom e Dr. Rayan Saade!
We are excited to int roduce our newest  Dermatopathology colleague,  Rayan Saade MD. Dr. 
Saade is a highly t rained dermatopathologist  w ith fellowships in dermatopathology from 
Duke Universit y, molecular genet ic pathology from Emory Universit y, and surg ical pathology 
from The Universit y of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center.  Dr.  Saade brings a deep 
understanding of both the histopathologic and molecular aspects of dermatopathology 
d iagnoses and is part icularly interested in melanocyt ic proliferat ions.  In his free t ime, he 
enjoys learning the art  of p izza making, spending t ime w ith his f iancée, and p laying and 
w rit ing songs on his ukulele.

Dr. Nikifor Konstant inov presented at  
the 23rd Annual Rheumat ic Disease 
Conference held in Santa Fe, NM in 
October. His presentat ion  
"Dermatology for the Rheumatologist :  
A  Novel of Classic Clues and Important  
Mimickers"  can be found by clicking 
here! 

Congratulat ions to Dr. John Durkin 
and Dr. Therese Holguin on their 
School of Medicine promot ion 
from Assistant  Professor to 
Associate Professor.  Their 
dedicat ion to our academic 
community is valued and so 
appreciated. 

https://hsc.unm.edu/medicine/departments/internal-medicine/academic-divisions/rheumatology/_rheum_docs/mimickers-rheumatic-disease-2024-nk.pdf
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Departm ent  Updates

UNM Dermatology facult y and staff gathered for our 
Annual Department  Ret reat  at  the Indian Pueblo Cultural 
Center.  Our awesome moderator, Dr. Martha Cole McGrew, 
former Chair of UNM SOM Department  of Family & 
Community Medicine and former Execut ive Vice Dean of 
the UNM School of Medicine, led us through meaningful and 
effect ive d iscussions on our own sustainabilit y, professional 
nourishment , work-life integrat ion, followed by act ion 
p lanning for the remaining academic year, ant icipat ing 
cont inued challenges.  Thank you to Dr. McGrew  for act ively 
engaging our group.  We look forward to what  the next  

year w ill bring!  

Alum ni  Updates!

Congratulat ions to Dr. Catherine 
Tchanque-Fossuo (21')  on opening up her own 
Dermatology Pract ice in A lbuquerque!  Calyx 
Dermatology is located at  612 Encino Pl. NE, 
ABQ, NM 8710 2.  Her mission is to provide 
comprehensive, personalized, high-qualit y 
dermatologic care to each pat ient .  

Congratulat ions to Dr. Mary E. Logue (21')  
on becoming the President  and co-Founder 
of the Rural Access to Dermatology Society 
(RADS)!  RADS' mission is to understand 
the barriers that  lim it  rural pat ients from 
visit ing a dermatologist  and devise systems 
to posit ively impact  skin health  of this 
populat ion through educat ion and research.  
We encourage you to join the society too!  
Click here to learn more!

Thank you             
Dr. Em i ly  Al tm an!

Dr. Emily A ltman has moved to 
Georgia to provide her expert ise to 
the community of Emory School of 
Medicine.  We w ill miss Dr. A ltman but  
she promises she w ill be back to visit  ! 

Dr. Kimberly W hite has 
stepped away from the 
Dermatology Residency 
Program to focus on her 
family.  She has been a valued 
member of our team and her 
dedicat ion, kindness, and 
cont ribut ions to our program 
w ill be great ly missed. We 
w ish Dr. W hite the very best  in 
her future endeavors and 
thank her for her t ime w ith us.

Dr. Luis Sard iña w ill be 
joining the Universit y of 
New  Mexico Dermatology 
Residency Program as a 
t ransfer resident  start ing 
March 1, 20 25.  Dr. Sard iña 

completed a pathology 
residency and a 
dermatopathology 
fellowship at  the 
Cleaveland Clinic.  He is 
current ly pract icing as a 
Pathologist  and 
Dermatopathologist  in 
Las Cruces.  We are 
thrilled to welcome Dr. 
Sard iña to the UNM 
Dermatology family!

https://www.radsociety.org/about


Research Ini t i at i ves  
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Our Research Team is current ly looking  to recruit  
interested  part icipant s for t he fo llow ing cond it ions: 

- Atop ic Dermat it is
- Hidradenit is Suppurat iva
- Prurigo Nodularis
- Psoriasis

- Psoriat ic Art hrit is
- Pyoderma Gangrenosum
- Vit i l igo

Save t he Date!

2nd Annual Research 
Symposium

March 14 , 20 25   
8am-10 am 

To learn more, p lease scan t he QR code and 
contact  our Research Coord inators

Gabriel Peters        
50 5-272-9829      
GMPeters@salud.unm.edu

Kenda Pina        
50 5-272-8312      
KPina@salud.unm.edu
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Publicat ions:

Oloumi A , Le ST, Liu Y, Herbert  S, Ji-Xu A , Merleev AA, Kruglinskaya O, *Artounian K, Park D, Marusina A I, Zone JJ, Feldman R, Lebrilla CB, Maverakis E. 
Pemphigus-Associated Desmoglein-Specif ic IgG1 and IgG4 Have a Dominant  Agalactosylated Glycan Modif icat ion. J Invest  Dermatol. 20 24 
Nov;144(11):2584-2587.e6. doi: 10 .10 16/ j.jid .20 24.0 3.0 44. Epub 20 24 Jun 5. PMID: 38848987.

*Bolick NL, Geller AC. Epidemiology and Screening for Melanoma. Hematol Oncol Clin North Am. 20 24 Oct ;38(5):889-90 6. doi: 10 .10 16/ j.hoc.20 24.0 5.0 0 3. 
Epub 20 24 Jun 21. PMID: 3890 8959.

***Tharani Murali, *Le Wen Chiu, *Nicole L. Bolick, Emily A ltman, Julie Harrington, Charles M. Phillips. A  histopathological overlap of linear IgA bullous 
dermatosis and vasculit is. JAAD Case Reports. 20 24, ISSN 2352-5126. ht tps:// doi.org/ 10 .10 16/ j.jdcr.20 24.07.0 37.

*Chiu LW , Dibas BI, Walker PD, Smidt  AC, Konstant inov NK. Immunoglobulin A  vasculit is w ith periorb ital edema and severe renal involvement : A  case report . 
Pediat r Dermatol. 20 24 Aug 21. doi: 10 .1111/ pde.15726. Epub ahead of print . PMID: 39169477.

*Chiu LW. Teaching Tips for Dermatology Residents. Cut is. 20 24 Jun;113(6):E17-E19. doi: 10 .12788/ cut is.10 46. PMID: 390 830 0 1.

*Chiu, Li. (20 24). Community Out reach Benefit s Dermatology Residents and Their Pat ients. Cut is. 114. 10 .12788/ cut is.1127.

***Ko RF, Stepenaskie S, Durkin JR. A  case of p igmented epithelioid  melanocytoma in a pediat ric pat ient  w ith ref lectance confocal microscopy. JAAD Case 
Rep. 20 24 Sep 29;53:126-128. doi: 10 .10 16/ j.jdcr.20 24.0 8.0 45. PMID: 39507481; PMCID: PMC1153860 3.

Tate JA, Matsumoto A , Greif C, Lim J, Nijhawan RI, Srivastava D. Excision margins for melanoma in situ on the head and neck-A single-center 10 -year 
ret rospect ive review  of t reatment  w ith Mohs micrographic surgery. J Am Acad Dermatol. 20 24 Jun;90 (6):1226-1231. doi: 10 .10 16/ j.jaad.20 23.12.0 63. Epub 20 24 
Jan 20 . PMID: 38253130 .

Li JN, Matsumoto AM. Repair of a Large Full-Thickness Ear Defect . Dermatol Surg. 20 24 Aug 1;50 (8):761-763. doi: 10 .10 97/ DSS.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 35. Epub 
20 23 Dec 22. PMID: 38133140 .

Paller AS, Rangel SM, Chamlin SL, Hajek A , *Phan S, Hogeling M, Castelo-Soccio L, Lara-Corrales I, A rkin L, Law ley LP, Funk T, Cast ro Porto Silva Lopes F, 
Antaya RJ, Ramien ML, Vivar KL, Teng J, Coughlin CC, Rehmus W, Gupta D, Bercovitch L, Stein SL, Boull C, Tom W L, Liang MG, Hunt  R, Luu M, Holland KE, 
Schoch JJ, Cella D, Lai JS, Grif f it h JW ; Pediat ric Dermatology Research A lliance. St igmat izat ion and Mental Health Impact  of Chronic Pediat ric Skin Disorders. 
JAMA Dermatol. 20 24 Jun 1;160 (6):621-630 . doi: 10 .10 0 1/ jamadermatol.20 24.0 594. PMID: 38656377; PMCID: PMC110 440 10 .

*Veerabagu SA , Liao KP, Jambusaria-Pahlajani A , W heless L, Wehner MR. Dermatology Encounters After Solid  Organ Transplant . JAMA Dermatol. 20 24 Nov 
1;160 (11):1246-1248. doi: 10 .10 0 1/ jamadermatol.20 24.3173. PMID: 39320 874; PMCID: PMC11425182.

Presentat ions:

Durkin, JR. Int roduct ion to Dermoscopy, 4 th Annual Dermatology for Primary Care Providers Conference, June 20 24

Holguin, TA . Phillps, C. Hidradenit is Suppurat iva, 4 th Annual Dermatology for Primary Care Providers Conference, June 20 24

Matsumoto, AM.  Int ro to Dermatologic Procedures, 4 th Annual Dermatology for Primary Care Providers Conference, June 20 24

Smidt , AC.  Hemangiomas- W hen to worry? W hat  to do?, 4 th Annual Dermatology for Primary Care Providers Conference, June 20 24

*Veerabagu, S, (speaker) , A izman L, Briggs S, Michalksi-McNeely B. ?Internat ional Immunosuppression and Transplant  Skin Cancer Collaborat ive Social Media 
Presence: Current  Impact  and Future Direct ions.? ITSCC Biennial Symposium. Live oral presentat ion. Essex, MA. Sept  20 24.

*Veerabagu, S, (speaker)  Liao KP, Etzkorn JR, Wehner MR. "Procedural Skin Cancer Treatment  Trends in Skin of Color from 20 11-20 22: a ret rospect ive cohort  
study.? Oral, Video Abst ract . American Society of Dermatologic Surgeons Annual Conference. Orlando, Fl. October 20 24

*Veerabagu, S, (speaker)  Li Y, Grinsfelder M, Lit t le AJ, Srivastava D, Wehner MR, "Vulvar cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma t rends in Female Lichen 
Sclerosus Medicare Pat ients.? Oral, Video Abst ract . American Society of Dermatologic Surgeons Annual Conference. Orlando, Fl. October 20 24

Posters:

*Chiu LW, Durkin, JR, Smidt , AC. A  Ret rospect ive Review  of Pediat ric Dermatology Encounters in a Clinic Serving Primarily Nat ive American Pat ients, 48th 
Society of Pediat ric Dermatology Annua Meet ing, July 20 24

*Chiu LW , **Mitchell DC, Smidt  AC, Busam KJ, Stepenaskie SA , Elwood HR. Rhabdomyosarcomatous t ransdifferent iated melanoma arising w ithin a large 
congenital nevus in an infant . 61st  Annual Meet ing of The American Society of Dermatopathology. November 7-10 , 20 24. Chicago, IL. 

*Chiu LW, *Cortez JL, Konstant inov NK, Stepenaskie SA . Iododerma in a hospitalized pat ient . 61st  Annual Meet ing of The American Society of 
Dermatopathology. November 7-10 , 20 24. Chicago, IL. 

Smidt , AC.  Social media use among adolescents w ith acne: A  cross-sect ional survey study,  48th Society of Pediat ric Dermatology Annual 
Meet ing, July 20 24  

Durkin, JR, Smidt , AC, *W hite, K. A  ret rospect ive Study on the Effect iveness of Hydrophilic Polymer and Potassium Ferrae for Punch Biopsies in the Pediat ric 
Populat ion,  48th Society of Pediat ric Dermatology Annual Meet ing, July 20 24                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Departm ent  Publ i cat i ons & Presentat i ons 

*** Medical Student s** AlumniFacult yPublicat ion Key : ? Nash Fund Supported* Current  Resident s
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Grand Rounds:  July -Decem ber 2024

Your dollars help  make our excellent  Grand Rounds educat ional opportunit ies a realit y - 
and we need your support ! 

We welcome your donat ion at  any level: 
www.unmfund.org / fund/ dermatology-chairs-fund   

Thank you to t he excellent  speakers who have jo ined us t his year!

Cont inuing  The Excellence! Join Us by Zoom or In Person
TENTATIVE GRAND ROUND SPEAKERS in 20 25

Ala Ebaid , MD, Universit y of New  Mexico Comprehensive Cancer Center

Mat ilda Nicholas, MD, Duke Universit y

Robert  Brodell, MD,  Universit y of Mississippi Medical Center                                                                                                           

Naiara Barbosa, MD, Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, FL

Debra At kins, MD, Physicians Aesthet ics 

And more!

Steve Daveluy,  MD 
Wayne State 

Universt y

Your Feedback Mat ters!

We want  to hear your feedback and/ or 
suggest ions for our Departmental Grand Rounds. 

Contact  Kathy Freise at  KFreise@salud.unm.edu 
or Pat ricia Nunez at  PANunez@salud.unm.edu to 

be added to our listserv.

Grand Rounds are Every Friday of the Month (Except  
Major Holidays/AAD)  8-9 a.m. MST 

10 0 1 Medical Arts Avenue NE
Albuquerque, NM 8710 2

or via Zoom

Please check our website for the updated calendar.

We would  love to have you jo in us!  

Breakfast  and CME provided!

8

Noah Gold farb, MD 
Universit y of  

Minnesota

Valerie 
Romero-Leggot t , MD      

Universit y of  New  
Mexico 

Mat thew  Fero, MD
UNM  

Comprehensive 
Cancer Center

Pamela A llen, MD 
Universit y of  

Oklahoma

Jane Bellet , MD      
Duke Universit y

Robert  J. Segal, MD  
Universit y of  Arizona      

Anne F. Segal JD, PhD 
Universit y of  Arizona      

David  Savage, MD, PhD  
UNM            

Comprehensive             
Cancer Center     

Jessica W illiams, MD 
Radiology Associates 

of  A lbuquerque      

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.unmfund.org/fund/dermatology-chairs-fund/__;!!KXH1hvEXyw!KRJeLGd9bUijsy9cD-nm6S5sLRr6Hy75HAVhHyKnnBWOqoESAgZ1mC8f6kcHjhYLDm0$
mailto:KFreise@salud.unm.edu
mailto:LaLopez@salud.unm.edu
mailto:LaLopez@salud.unm.edu
https://hsc.unm.edu/medicine/departments/dermatology/news-cme-events/


Upcom ing Events
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AAD A lum ni Reunion

NM Derm at ology  and Derm at olog ic Surgery  Societ y                    
Spr ing  Meet ing  20 25

Date: Sat urday  May  31, 20 25

Orlando, FL 

April 4 -5, 20 25

Albuquerque, NM
                                                                                                                                 
Speaker:
Ashfaq A . Marghoob, MD  
Memorial Sloan                                                       
Ket tering-Hauppauge

10 t h Annual Walt er  Burgdorf , MD Mem orial Lect ureship  and     
NM Derm at ology  and Derm at olog ic Surgery  Societ y  Fall Meet ing  

September 12-13, 20 25
Albuquerque, NM

5t h Annual Derm at ology  f or         
Pr im ary  Care ConferenceDate:  Sat urday  March 8, 20 25

Locat ion: TBD

Albuquerque, NM  

Det ails Com ing Soon!

Vist  t he NMDDSS Website 
for more informat ion!

St ay  Tuned! 

Speaker:
Jean Bolognia, MD  
Yale Medical School                                                      

Speaker:
Michelle Tarbox, MD  
Texas Tech Universit y 
Health Sciences 
Center-Lubbock                                                

https://nmddss.org/


Com m uni ty  & Alum ni  Events

FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENINGS 20 24 -20 25
Gallup NM:  August  24, 20 24

 
Carlsbad, NM: November 23, 20 24

Our 9th Annual Walter Burgdorf, MD Memorial Lectureship was a great  success.  It  was a weekend full of high-qualit y 

d idact ics including excellent  presentat ions from Bill James, MD,  (Univ. of Pennsylvania)  , Klint  Peebles, MD (Kaiser 
Permanente Mid-At lant ic Permanente)  and UNM Dermatology A lumna, Sarah Marian Lucking, MD ( '16) . Our residents and 

medical students presented fantast ic complex case presentat ions and the weekend included our t radit ional recept ion 

welcoming all facult y, residents, medical students, alumni, and community providers.  Thank you to the UNM Dermatology 
staff who help make these meet ings happen, UNM HSC facilit ies for host ing us, our indust ry sponsors, and to NMDDSS for a 

st rong and cont inued partnership. 
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We welcome your 
donat ions to t he 
Daniell Fund to 

keep this program 
going! Scan our QR 

Code to g ive! 

We have kicked off our free skin cancer screening for 
20 24-20 25.  We held the f irst  screening  in Gallup, 
NM on August  24, 20 24 and one in Carlsbad, NM on 
November 23, 20 24.  Roughly 1/ 3 of the ind ividuals 
seen were counseled on concerning cancerous or 
pre-cancerous lesions and many would not  have not  
been able to access Derm services otherw ise.  
THANK YOU to the UNMH Specialt y Clinic staff, t he 
UNM Comprehensive Cancer Center Shannon Shaw  
Fund, AAD Spot  Me Cancer campaign, our very own 
Ryan F. Daniell Mermorial Fund for making these 
important  community init iat ives possib le, as well as 
our excellent  learner volunteers. 

If  you'd like to volunteer, in any capacit y p lease 
contact  Dr. John Durkin to  volunteer in any capacit y.   
Make sure to visit  our website for future screenings!

A lbuquerque/ Rio Rancho screenings w ill occur in 
May 20 25 as part  of Melanoma Awareness Month.   

9TH ANNUAL WALTER BURGDORF, MD MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP &          
NEW  MEXICO DERMATOLOGY AND DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY SOCIETY          

FALL MEETING                                                                                                                        
SEPTEMBER 27-28 20 24

https://www.unmfund.org/fund/ryan-f-daniell/
https://www.unmfund.org/fund/ryan-f-daniell/
https://www.unmfund.org/fund/ryan-f-daniell/
mailto:JDurkin@salud.unm.edu
mailto:JDurkin@salud.unm.edu
mailto:JDurkin@salud.unm.edu
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DEI  Updates

NTH DIMENSIONS                                                                                  
OCTOBER 16, 20 24

It  was a privilege to help lead the 2nd Annual Nth Dimensions Bioskills Workshop on the UNM Gallup Campus.  After a 
b lessing by Navajo Tradit ional Medicine Man, Mr. Thomas Edison Yazzie, Chair Dr. A imee Smidt , PGY-3 Resident  Dr. Kim 

Artounian, UNM School of Medicine student  Sami Rahane, and UNMH Gallup Medical Assistant  Valerie Miles led high 
school and college age learners through an interact ive day on dermatology and medicine.  It  was a great  day showng 

learners shave and punch b iopsies, suturing and dermoscopy and d iscussing w ith them our ind ividual paths to a career 
in healthcare w ith Execut ive Director Dr. Let it ia Bradford.  Thank you to our collaborators, The American Academy of 
Dermatology (AAD), Nth Dimensions, UNM Gallup, UNM HSC Off ice for Diversit y, Equit y, and Inclusion, Community to 

Careers Program, and UNM Center for Nat ive American Health (CNAH).  We look forward to cont inuing this annually to  
reach t radit ionally under-served populat ions in our communit ies.  

20 24  DERMATOLOGY INTEREST GROUP (DIG)   
FRIENDSGIVING DINNER                                                                    

November 7, 20 24

Our facult y, residents, staff and Dermatology Interest  Group (DIG) medical student  members gathered for a 2nd annual 

Friendsgiving themed meal!  Cheers to colleagues, friends, and mentors and everyone who supports us - in build ing 
meaningful connect ions and new  t radit ions! A  very special grat itude to facult y and student  match advisor, Dr. Nikifor (Niki)  

Konstant inov and his father, VA Rheumatology facult y, Dr. Konstant in Konstant inov for host ing this beaut iful gathering!   
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Thank You To Our Donors!

Anonymous (2)

Dr. Debra Atkins

Dr. Ran Bang                                 

Mart y Billau

Dennis Boesen and                         
Elizabeth Boesen

Dr. Evan Choate and                         
Sarah Salarkia

David  Daniell

Dr. Phillip  Eichhorn

Epiphany Business Services

Dr. Anna Fabre and                           
Bryan Donner

Dr. Kenneth Harper and                     
Janice Harper

Dr. Edmund Hobbs and               
Stephanie Hobbs

Pat ricia Idarola

Dr. W illiam James

Dr. Douglas Johnson and                   
Marie Johnson

Dr. Amar Joshi and                               
Kat ie Joshi, PA

We cannot transform Dermatology in New Mexico without the 
support of our donors, volunteers, and community partners.  

We would like to recognize and extend our appreciation to our 
20 24 donors to date.

James King and                                
Ellen King

Dr. Tania Kraai

Dr. Mary Logue

Dr. Robert  Lucking and                            
Dr. Sara Marian Lucking

Suzanne Marks

Dr. Andrew  Ondo and                      
Karen Price

 Dr. Charlie Palmer and                   
Susan Palmer 

Donna Pierson

Gheorghe Pusta

Dr. Richard W. Hempstead   

Dr. Amy Rouse

Dr. Megan St rand and                       
Travis St rand

Heather Terry and                                      
Keit h Terry

Jamie Villanueva

Dr. Barrett Zlotoff
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M AKE AN IM PACT!

Invest  in New  Mexico's Dermatolog ic Fut ure!
By making a g if t  to support  the UNM Department  of Dermatology, YOU make a 
d if ference by help ing us t rain and retain physicians to deliver advanced 

dermatologic care to adult  and pediat ric pat ients, and grow  our educat ion and 
research effort s.  UNM Dermatology has one of the highest  rates of alumni 

part icipat ion at  the UNM School of Medicine.  Your donat ions help us t ransform  
Dermato logy in New  Mexico! 

YOU CAN GIVE STILL THIS YEAR!
The Dr. "Ben" Smith Fund for Residents 
supports the annual budget  of the 
Dermatology Residency Program, especially 
to cult ivate academic endevors and scholarly 
presentat ions at  the  nat ional level, in addit ion 
to basic operat ional needs such as books, 
white coats, t ravel expenses to required 
conferences.  Your g if t  w ill help keep our 
t raining program stable and grow ing. We 
COUNT on these dollars to help - p lease 
consider a g if t  t his year!

Cont act :  Elizabet h  " Liz"  Kahane                

Liz.kahane@unmfund.org                                                                      
50 5-313-7672                                                                                        
www.unmfund.org                                  

UNM Foundat ion,                                                                                                    
Two Woodward Circle                                                                                          
70 0  Lomas Blvd, Suite 10 8                                                                            
A lbuquerque, NM 8710 2

Ben Sm it h Fund              
for Resident s

Joel Nash Fund

Gift s to the Joel Nash Fund, established by 
the Nash Family to promote Departmental 
scholarly act ivit y, have helped support  our 
learners publish in medical journals and t ravel 
to academic conferences.  Costs cont inue to 
increase ( it  is current ly $563 to publish one 
case report  in JAAD)! We very much 
appreciate your cont ribut ion in any amount  to 
help keep our learners t ransform dermatology 
in New  Mexico!   

http://www.unmfund.org
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=399&bledit=1&_ga=2.185533865.120853429.1717427158-1686121471.1665006794
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1150&appealcode=11551
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1150&appealcode=11551
https://www.unmfund.org/s/1959/lg22/form.aspx?sid=1959&gid=2&pgid=478&cid=1147&dids=1150&appealcode=11551


Academ ic Derm atology  Posi t i ons
The Department  of Dermatology at  The Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine seeks 

qualif ied  ind iv iduals for t wo full-t ime facult y  posit ions to join an innovat ive group 
environment .  Please spread t he word !

Ped iat r ic Derm at ology          General Derm at ology            Mohs/  General Derm at ology

We serve a large, d iverse, med ically  complex 
populat ion and are a consult at ive resource for t he 
st ate of  New  Mexico and t he Four Corners reg ion of  
t he Sout hwest . The Department  provides many 
services including: general and pediat ric dermatology, 
phototherapy, laser, dermatologic/ Mohs surgery and 
aesthet ic services. 

We have a st rong part nership  w it h bot h 
Dermatopat hology  and communit y  physicians. 
Responsib ilit ies include primarily outpat ient  
Dermatology and evening/ weekend call coverage for 
inpat ient  hospital consultat ions. Teledermatology is an 
evolving development  as well. Opportunit ies for 
clinical research are availab le.

UNM Healt h Sciences Center (HSC) is New  Mexico's 
only  academ ic healt h complex and is located  in 
beaut iful A lbuquerque, New  Mexico. Resources are 
priorit ized into four mission areas of educat ion, 
research, pat ient  care and community out reach - all 
t argeted toward the object ive of delivering the highest  
level of health care to the people of New  Mexico. 
Opportunit ies abound for mult id iscip linary scholarship 
and research through collaborat ions w ith scholars 
across the arts and sciences d iscip lines, law  and 
populat ion health as well as robust  community 
organizat ions.

The UNM School of  Med icine is celebrated  for it s 
innovat ions in med ical educat ion and is a nat ional 
leader in d iversit y  in bot h t he physician workforce 

and it s st udent  body. Candidates w ith at t ributes that  
support  our mission include demonst rable experience 
promot ing inclusion in the workforce, modeling 
cultural humilit y, commitment  to guid ing 
underrepresented/ minorit y learners into professional 
success, and st riving to use social determinants of 
health to address health d isparit ies for ind ividuals 
and communit ies. We as an inst itut ion value 
community engagement , as evidenced by our 
nat ional recognit ion in rural and family medicine 
t raining programs and our groundbreaking BA/ MD 
Programs that  provide pathways for students from 
urban, rural and t ribal New  Mexico to pursue a 
medical career. The Department  of Dermatology is 
commit ted to d iversit y, equit y and inclusion and uses 
these standards as measures of excellence.

New  Mexico is a recreat ion and art  dest inat ion. 
A lbuquerque is a beaut iful cit y w ith mountains to the 
east  and a mesa to the west  w ith breathtaking 
sunsets, lakes, rivers, deserts and mountain ranges. It  
is ideal for outdoor act ivit ies and sports all 
year-round including running, hiking, b iking and 
skiing. New  Mexico is mult icultural and mult ilingual 
w ith 22 American Indian t ribes and nat ions as well as 
vibrant  Lat inx, Black American and Asian American 
communit ies w ith excellent  local cuisine, unique 
architecture and mult ip le cultural and historic sites. 
NM is dense w ith internat ionally famous art ist s, craft  
breweries and w ineries, and an ever-expanding f ilm 
indust ry.

Please Cont act  Us W it h Quest ions!
Lalit a Lopez de Gaunt t : Lalopez@salud.unm.edu
Dr. A imee Smidt , MD, Chair: Asmidt@salud.unm.edu

A  Com prehensive Benef it  Package includ ing paid  
professional liab ilit y insurance, medical/ dental/ v ision p lan, 
ret irement , annual and professional leave, cont inuing 
educat ion tuit ion and dependent  t uit ion program, and a 
compet it ive salary w it h incent ive is of fered.
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CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

We are so proud to share our Department 's accomplishments while 
we also t ry to highlight  the incredib le things our friends, partners, 

and alumni are doing in New  Mexico and beyond.  

Please share your feedback w ith us and feel free to send us updates, 
news, or other highlights you'd like to see included in our newslet ter!

We are t ruly so thankful for YOU and your support  of our 
Department  of Dermatology mission and vision to t ransform 

Dermatology! 

Follow  Us!

Tw it t er and Inst agram:

@UNMDermatology

Facebook:

UNM Dermatology

Contact  Us!
10 0 1 Medical Art s Ave. NE

Albuquerque, NM 8710 2

Phone: 50 5-272-60 27

Fax: 50 5-272-6228

Email:  hsc-dermato logy@salud.unm.edu

asmid t@salud.unm.edu
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