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We Remember

Your memory inspires us to take serious action.

Traffic Crash Victims

This Action Plan is dedicated to the victims of traffic violence in New Mexiieodaughters, sons, mothers,
fathers, wives, husbands, siblings, and frietidgt have been killed in traffic, and to all those whose lives have
been forever changed after aash.

Karen Truijillo, Ph.D.

New Mexico lost a widely admired and respected educator on February 25, 2021 when Dr. Karen Trujillo died after

being hit by a car while walking her dogs in Las Cruces. She was a dedicated mentor to students and advocate for
student safety.
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Executive Summary
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The Pedestrian Safety Action Plan jles afive-yearframework

of actionsto reduce the number of pedestrianvolved injuries
and fatalitiesin New Mexico.

The Curent State of Pedestrian Safety in New Mexico

Since 2012the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTh8&8)ankedNew Mexico in the top four
states natimwide with the highest rates of pedestrian fatalities per 100,000 populdtieorfour years, New
Mexico had the highest rates, including in 2018 with alnfost pedestrian fatalities per 100,000 population.

Tablel. New Mexico'&anking ofSate PedestrianFatality Rates

Year Nationwide Ranking

2012 2nd ¢ 2.92 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population
2013 4 ¢ 2.34 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population
2014 1st ¢ 3.59 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population
2015 3¢ 2.58 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population
2016 15t ¢ 3.54 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population
2017 1st ¢ 3.58 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population
2018 15t ¢ 3.96 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population
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As part of theNMDOT Pedestrian Safety Action PIBBAR, the crash dta from all3,903 pedestriarinvolved
crashedetween 20122018 were reviewed to understand where crashes happen in the Stgere J, and the
circumstances of the crashess reported in law enforcement crash repoffsgure 2.
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https://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/States/StatesPedestrians.aspx

Figurel. PedestriadnvolvedCrash Cluster Analysis

DRAFT, Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

(, =)

&N\ 1

Socorro

Catron

|
Hidalgo I——

Rio Arriba

,*;% =

-

R i Hardlng
\ '.‘
o

San Miguel

:"’7 ¥

f

J

¥ Guadalupe V Quay
et | -
I_
:brrance r‘\
.

I
|

Otero
Eddy

285 De Baca

m o
Lincoln
. -
° e
S . § Chaves J
)

Statewide Pedestrian-Involved Crashes (2012 - 2018)

e Fatal Crash Freeway
Injury Crash Major Road
e Property Damage Only Crash Secondary Road
LocalRoad

|:| County

Tribal Lands Q

0 25 50 100
[ —— ———— | |'][{

New Mexico Department of Transportatidnii



DRAFTPedestrian Safety Action Plan

Figure2. PedestriadnvolvedCrash Corridor and Cluster Infographic

Key Findings Included:

0Oy of crashes resulted
79 A) in injury

12%

fatal crash

9%

The top contributing
factors to crashes:
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pedestrian error
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property
gs:ni?:sh alcohol/drug
y involvement

driver inattention
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(one-lane in each direction) suggesting
that a considerable number of crashes
occur on smaller, local roads.
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While only O of the New Mexico

population is American Indian,
1 60/ of pedestrians involved
O in crashes are American Indian.
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of pedestrians involved
in crashes were male
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Why This Plan?
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The PSARevelopment process and the Plan itssdine many functionsincluding:
1 ProvidingNMDOT, its partners, and key stakeholders with a more specific understanding of where

pedestrianinvolved crashes occur and why.

f Educating the general public throughout theii |

problem.
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1 Providing a concise framework of actidesused exclusively on pedestrian safgtat NMDOT and
partnerscantake to help reduce pedestrian injuries and fatalities.
1 Providing a framework for tracking progress on actions, evaluating effectiveness, and reporgilag on
implementation as well asnonitoringOK I y3Sa (G2 GKS adldSQa LISRSAGNRFIY A

A Complex Issue

Pedestrian safety is a multliscidinaryissue as there are a range of factors thatntribute to the severity of

pedestrianinvolved crashes, includingut not limited to:

Road design that does not consider or provide direct routes for pedestrians

1

1 High vehicleperating speeds

1  The visbility of pedestrians

91 Driver and pedestrian awareness toéffic laws

The PSAPonsidesthe role thatNew Mexicaplanners, engineers, educatotaw enforcementofficers and law
makersall have in proactivly improving pedestrian safetyk-urther, thePSAP brings together multiple viewpoints

and roles in pedestrian safetyg address these factors.

Through a comprehensive review of existing conditions and stakeholder engageimem®SAPecommend
actions that direct mltiple disciplines to work together to improve pedestrian safety conditions in New Mexico.

Collaboration Will Be Key

The majority of actiondn the PSAP are the responsibility of the NMDOT and inmpads owned and maintained

by NMDOTHowever many pelestrianinvolved injuries and fatalities occur on nddMDOT roadsThus while the

intent of the PSARs toaddress and reverse the treadlentified in Table 1, the isssand solutionggo beyond
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are necessary in ordé¢o fully and successfully address the issue
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Chapter 1- What is the Nee@

This chapter summarizes the state of pedestrian safety nationwide and in New Mexico, as welnasyhe
benefits of walking. The chapter also highlights positive actions that peer DOTs around the US are taking to

improve pedestrian safety andentifies hePt | y Qa
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