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We Remember 

Your memory inspires us to take serious action.  

Traffic Crash Victims  

This Action Plan is dedicated to the victims of traffic violence in New Mexicoτthe daughters, sons, mothers, 
fathers, wives, husbands, siblings, and friends that have been killed in traffic, and to all those whose lives have 
been forever changed after a crash. 

Karen Trujillo, Ph.D.  

New Mexico lost a widely admired and respected educator on February 25, 2021 when Dr. Karen Trujillo died after 
being hit by a car while walking her dogs in Las Cruces. She was a dedicated mentor to students and advocate for 
student safety.  
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Executive Summary 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΚ  

 

The Pedestrian Safety Action Plan provides a five-year framework 
of actions to reduce the number of pedestrian-involved injuries 
and fatalities in New Mexico.  

 

The Current State of Pedestrian Safety in New Mexico 

Since 2012, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has ranked New Mexico in the top four 
states nationwide with the highest rates of pedestrian fatalities per 100,000 population.1 For four years, New 
Mexico had the highest rates, including in 2018 with almost four pedestrian fatalities per 100,000 population. 

Table 1. New Mexico's Ranking of State Pedestrian Fatality Rates 

Year Nationwide Ranking 

2012 2nd ς 2.92 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 

2013 4th ς 2.34 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 

2014 1st ς 3.59 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 

2015 3rd ς 2.58 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 

2016 1st ς 3.54 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 

2017 1st ς 3.58 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 

2018 1st ς 3.96 pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ bI¢{!Φ άнлму wŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ tŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ Cŀǘŀƭƛǘȅ wŀǘŜέ 

As part of the NMDOT Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP), the crash data from all 3,903 pedestrian-involved 
crashes between 2012-2018 were reviewed to understand where crashes happen in the state (Figure 1), and the 
circumstances of the crashes, as reported in law enforcement crash reports (Figure 2). 

 
1 bI¢{!Φ άнлму wŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ tŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ Cŀǘŀƭƛǘȅ wŀǘŜέ https://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/States/StatesPedestrians.aspx 

https://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/States/StatesPedestrians.aspx
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Figure 1. Pedestrian-Involved Crash Cluster Analysis 
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Figure 2. Pedestrian-Involved Crash Corridor and Cluster Infographic 
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Why This Plan? 
 
The PSAP development process and the Plan itself serve many functions, including: 
¶ Providing NMDOT, its partners, and key stakeholders with a more specific understanding of where 

pedestrian-involved crashes occur and why. 
¶ Educating the general public throughout the ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 

problem.  
¶ Providing a concise framework of actions focused exclusively on pedestrian safety that NMDOT and 

partners can take to help reduce pedestrian injuries and fatalities. 
¶ Providing a framework for tracking progress on actions, evaluating effectiveness, and reporting on plan 

implementation, as well as monitoring ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ 

A Complex Issue  
 
Pedestrian safety is a multi-disciplinary issue, as there are a range of factors that contribute to the severity of 
pedestrian-involved crashes, including, but not limited to: 
 

¶ Road design that does not consider or provide direct routes for pedestrians 

¶ High vehicle operating speeds 

¶ The visibility of pedestrians  

¶ Driver and pedestrian awareness of traffic laws 
 

The PSAP considers the role that New Mexico planners, engineers, educators, law enforcement officers, and law-
makers all have in proactively improving pedestrian safety. Further, the PSAP brings together multiple viewpoints 
and roles in pedestrian safety to address these factors.  
 
Through a comprehensive review of existing conditions and stakeholder engagement, the PSAP recommends 
actions that direct multiple disciplines to work together to improve pedestrian safety conditions in New Mexico. 
 

Collaboration Will Be Key 
 
The majority of actions in the PSAP are the responsibility of the NMDOT and impact roads owned and maintained 
by NMDOT. However, many pedestrian-involved injuries and fatalities occur on non-NMDOT roads. Thus, while the 
intent of the PSAP is to address and reverse the trends identified in Table 1, the issues and solutions go beyond 
NM5h¢Ωǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ local communities, and agencies throughout the state 
are necessary in order to fully and successfully address the issues. 
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΚ 

Chapter 1 - What is the Need? 

This chapter summarizes the state of pedestrian safety nationwide and in New Mexico, as well as the many 
benefits of walking. The chapter also highlights positive actions that peer DOTs around the US are taking to 
improve pedestrian safety and identifies the PƭŀƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  




