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Welcome to the W inter 20 26 edit ion of PathFINDER, the Department  of Pathology?s b iannual 
news magazine. Since our last  ed it ion, the Universit y of New  Mexico Hospital has grown 

considerably. In October 20 25, we saw  the opening of the new  Crit ical Care Tower w ith the 
addit ion of 96 ICU beds and 18 new  operat ing rooms. The Crit ical Care Tower now  houses a 

signif icant  port ion of our laboratory which includes our b lood bank, point  of care d ivision and a 
brand-new  gross room. This has been the f irst  signif icant  change to our hospital gross room and 
b lood bank in decades. We now  have a considerably larger area for both labs w ith ent irely 

updated equipment . More changes are coming w ith a major remodeling effort  in the main UNM 
Hospital to further expand our abilit y to take care of our community. 

Featured in this edit ion are Research Profiles of our two newest  tenure t rack research facult y, Drs. 
Joe Endicot t  and Kat ie Zychowski. Both joined our department  over the past  last  year and bring 
fascinat ing new  research d irect ions to our department . Dr. Endicot t  graciously provided the 

vibrant  cover photograph of brilliant ly stained HeLa cells. Likew ise, you may have not iced the 
colorful laser speckle images provided by Dr. Zychowski for the cover of our last  ed it ion, the 

Summer 20 25 PathFINDER. A lso in this issue we int roduce a Staff Profiles sect ion to highlight  our 
pathology staff. Two profiles are included; you?ll see featured Rachel Grat tan, an associate 
scient ist  from our Research Division and DeeAnna Gut ierrez, our department?s chief accountant .

Sadly, we announce the passing of one of our 
ret ired research facult y, Dr. Walker ?Kip? W harton. 

Before joining the facult y at  UNM, Kip spent  
many years as an adjunct  facult y based at  Los 
A lamos Nat ional Labs. Later he joined the 

research team of Dr. Cheryl W illman in the 
Cancer Center. He w ill be missed by his friends at  

UNM. This fall we welcomed a number of new  
facult y in our d ivisions of Hematopathology and 
Anatomic Pathology. Please see the Facult y 

News sect ion in this issue for the announcement  
of these new  clinical facult y. They collect ively 

bring important  areas of expert ise to our 
d iagnost ic teams. Facult y News also spot lights 
recent  awards garnered by our accomplished 

facult y, including the UNM Health Sciences 
Center Off ice of Research Junior Facult y 

Excellence in Research awarded to Dr. Tae-Hyung 
Kim and our New  Mexico State Fair w inners, 

~ continued on next page ~  
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COVER IMAGE:  HeLa cells with immunostaining of LAMP2A (cyan), pAKT (magenta), Golgi 
apparatus (yellow), and nuclei (blue). Image courtesy of Dr. Eduardo Hernandez Acosta, 

postdoctoral fellow in the Endicott Research Lab.   
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Research  Prof i l e
BY S. JO SEPH EN DICOTT, PHD, A SSISTA N T PRO FESSO R 

HOW  DID YOU CHOOSE THE UNM PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT?  

In the summer of 20 23, I saw  an online job post ing for a tenure-t rack 

facult y posit ion in the Research Division of the Pathology 

Department . My research and teaching interests seemed to be a 

st rong match for the posit ion. I have a solid  background in 

autophagy and metabolism research, and the opportunit y for 

collaborat ions w ith the Autophagy, Inf lammat ion, and Metabolism 

(A IM) Center made UNM HSC a highly appealing environment  for 

establishing my lab.

I visited A lbuquerque for the f irst  t ime in January 20 24 for an 

on-site interview, where I had a schedule of 20  one-on-one 

meet ings. After the f irst  three or four, I already knew  I wanted to 

come to UNM. I was most  impressed by the colleg ialit y and 

collaborat ive sp irit  of the facult y, and I felt  t his would be the perfect  

f it  for launching my research program. I joined the UNM Pathology 

Department  in September 20 24, and it  has now  been about  a year since I received the keys to my lab. I 

am delighted to say that  my f irst  impressions were correct , and I have thoroughly enjoyed working w ith 

the other facult y at  UNM.

W HAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY WORKING ON?

My lab focuses on the b iochemical mechanisms that  underlie resilience against  age-related pathologies, 

part icularly cancer and metabolic syndromes. W hile most  pathology research centers on d isease 

pathogenesis and t reatment  st rategies, far less work is devoted to understanding the molecular 

mechanisms that  promote natural resilience against  non-communicable d iseases.

During my postdoctoral work at  the Universit y of Michigan, I studied mult ip le genet ically modif ied 

mouse models that  are long-lived w ith low  rates of cancer, including the mouse model of Laron 

Syndrome. Laron Syndrome is a rare hereditary form of dwarf ism, and affected ind ividuals rarely 

develop cancer, despite normal rates of cancer in their relat ives who live in similar environments. In the 

course of this research, I d iscovered that  long-lived mouse mutants d isp layed increased act ivit y in a 

select ive protein recycling mechanism known as chaperone-mediated autophagy (CMA). This increase 

in CMA led to mRNA-independent  reduct ions in the expression of proteins involved in cancer and cell 

grow th.

Build ing on this work, I have established a mult id iscip linary research program that  combines 

quant itat ive proteomics, b iochemist ry, microscopy, cell b iology, and mouse studies to address 

fundamental quest ions about  CMA. CMA is the most  select ive form of lysosomal proteolysis, target ing 

specif ic proteins for degradat ion, and is mechanist ically d ist inct  from bulk degradat ion via 

macroautophagy.  

~ continued on next page ~
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PathFINDER - continued

Drs. Evelyn Lockhart  and Richard Marlar, in food and animal categories. See also the recent  
accomplishments of our clinical and research t rainees. A  b ig congratulat ions to the December 

graduates of our Medical Laboratory Sciences (MLS) program and the Undergraduate Pipeline 
Network (UPN), all moving on to the next  stage of their careers, and to this year?s recip ients of 

the Pathology Department  Staff Awards.

Last ly, p lease note our opportunit ies for g if t ing in our department  through the UNM Foundat ion. 
Links are provided to a variety of funds from which to choose, each support ing a spect rum of 

Pathology endeavors.

W ishing you a product ive and rewarding 20 26! 
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Please follow  us on Facebook, Instagram and X.

N anc y  Jo st e, MD 

Pro f esso r  & Chai r  o f  Pat ho lo g y  

https://www.facebook.com/unmpathology/
https://www.instagram.com/unmpathology/
https://x.com/UNMPathology


W hile CMA is often studied in the context  of clearing proteins that  cont ribute to age-related d iseases, 

my work suggests it s most  fundamental role is the select ive degradat ion of rate-lim it ing enzymes, 

which downregulates essent ial metabolic processes such as g lycolysis, cytoplasmic acetyl-CoA 

product ion, fat t y acid synthesis, and cytoplasmic ribosomal t ranslat ion.

My current  research has two primary goals:

1. To elucidate the mechanisms of CMA regulat ion at  the endocrine, cellular, and subcellular levels, 

using a st rategic combinat ion of in vivo and in vit ro techniques.

2. To deploy innovat ive "omics" approaches to ident ify novel CMA targets and unravel how  their 

degradat ion lim it s the act ivit y of metabolic pathways underlying fat t y liver d isease, cancer, and 

aging.

W HAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY WORKING ON?

My lab is current ly pursuing three main research projects:

1. PTEN and CMA:We are invest igat ing how  the PTEN t ransgene inf luences protein expression by 

act ivat ing CMA. Mice that  overexpress PTEN are long-lived, cancer-resistant , and have very low  

body fat  despite normal food intake. Conversely, PTEN deficiencies in mice and humans are 

st rongly associated w ith cancer. To understand how  lysosomal protein degradat ion drives the 

proteomic changes observed in these long-lived mice, we have performed quant itat ive 

proteomics on whole liver and isolated liver lysosomes.

2. Endocytosis and receptor t raff icking:We are evaluat ing how  endocytosis and endolysosomal 

t raff icking of cell surface receptors regulate CMA. CMA remains one of the least  studied 

branches of autophagy. A lthough progress has been made, many quest ions remain unanswered. 

This project  aims to clarify how  cells regulate select ive protein degradat ion through CMA.

3. Endocrine-targeted vaccines:We are collaborat ing w ith Bryce Chackerian?s lab in the UNM 

Department  of Molecular Genet ics and Microbiology to t reat  mice w ith vaccines against  

self-derived ant igens. In this case, we are target ing endocrine factors that  have been implicated 

in aging and age-related d iseases in mice. Of all t he organ systems, the endocrine system has 

the greatest  inf luence on organism lifespan. The longest -lived of all mouse mutants have 

targeted mutat ions to the endocrine system. We are working to recapitulate these beneficial 

endocrine changes by st imulat ing the mouse immune system to select ively elim inate specif ic 

endocrine factors.

W HAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY WORKING ON?

My lab?s f irst  year at  UNM has been very rewarding. The summer of 20 25 stands out  in part icular. We 

hosted summer students from three outstanding internship programs, and it  was a joy to walk into the 

lab each day and see the young students smiling and excited about  their work. I became a scient ist  

because I believe it  is the most  fun and fulf illing career I could pursue ?  and the best  part  of my job 

now  is watching new  scient ists d iscover that  same joy.
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DESCRIBE YOUR CURRENT RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS.

Since joining UNM, I have maintained collaborat ions at  the Universit y of Michigan while also 

establishing new  partnerships both locally and internat ionally.

I recent ly co-authored a paper w ith Dr. Richard Miller?s lab at  Michigan, where we ident if ied new  

mechanisms by which MEK1 regulates CMA. The Miller lab also serves as my connect ion to the Nat ional 

Inst itute on Aging?s Intervent ions Test ing Program (ITP), which evaluates drugs for effects on mouse 

lifespan. I am the sponsor of one of the intervent ions current ly under invest igat ion. Addit ionally, Dr. 

Venkatesha Basrur, Technical Director of Michigan?s Proteomics Resource Facilit y, is a collaborator on 

our act ive proteomics projects and several submit ted grant  applicat ions.

At  UNM, my lab has collaborated w ith Jing Pu?s group in the Department  of Molecular Genet ics and 

Microbiology, provid ing custom R programming support  for proteomics analysis and data visualizat ion 

to aid their organelle-specif ic proteomics experiments. In return, the Pu lab has supported our studies 

of CMA in cells w ith organelle t raff icking defects. Our collaborat ion w ith Bryce Chackerian?s lab, 

ment ioned earlier, is supported by a UNM HSC RAC award.

Beyond UNM, I am collaborat ing w ith Dr. Helin Norberg, Associate Professor at  the Karolinska Inst itute 

in Sweden, to co-author two major review  papers, one of which w ill be submit ted very soon.
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Research  Prof i l e -  continued

The Endicott Lab Group. Pictured left to right: Dr. Eduardo Hernandez Acosta, 
Jayden Trujillo, Kristina Blair, Dr. Joseph Endicott, Quiteria Jacquez and Bella 
Wichman



Research  Prof i l e

BY KATIE Z YCHOW SKI, PHD, A SSISTA N T PRO FESSO R
  

HOW  DID YOU CHOOSE THE UNM PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT?  

I joined the Department  for several reasons. First , UNM Pathology 

has a long-standing t radit ion of excellence in research, sustained 

across decades and mult ip le administ rat ions. Being part  of a 

department  w ith such a st rong research culture was very important  

to me. Second, I was drawn by the outstanding mentorship. I wanted 

to be immersed in a research-intensive environment  while learning 

from except ional mentors. The senior Pathology Research facult y 

are top-t ier scient ists whose guidance has been profoundly 

inf luent ial in my career. It  is t ruly an honor to work w ith them. 

A lthough I have been at  this universit y for 11 years, I have not  

encountered mentorship that  matches the qualit y and commitment  I 

have experienced in the UNM Department  of Pathology.

W HAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY WORKING ON?

We are current ly working on two primary projects. The f irst  is 

focused on b iomarkers, including ext racellular vesicles, in former uranium miners. U-mining was 

prevalent  in the Western United States from the 1940 s-1990 s and many of these miners are living w ith 

chronic health ailments. This study is current ly ident ifying associat ions between U-exposure and 

immune-related b iomarkers. The second project  involves understanding immunotoxic mechanisms 

follow ing air pollut ion exposures, including w ild f ire smoke. My current  research serves to g ive d irect ion 

to public health implicat ions related to inhaled exposures and systemic d isease. 

DESCRIBE YOUR CURRENT RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS.

During the past  year, I collaborated w ith Dr. Eric Prossnit z, Chief of Molecular Medicine in the UNM 

Department  of Internal Medicine, in assessing the role of ovarian hormone signaling follow ing w ild f ire 

smoke exposure. I am also collaborat ing w ith the Co-Leader of the Cancer Cont rol and Populat ion 

Sciences (CCPS) Program in the UNM Department  of Internal Medicine, Dr. Shuguang Leng, to examine 

est rogen signaling as a determinant  of immune vulnerabilit y to w ild f ire smoke exposure. In the UNM 

College of Pharmacy, I am collaborat ing w ith both the P42 Superfund Research Program and the P30  

NM-INSPIRES Center.
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W HAT ARE YOUR RESEARCH GOALS?

In the short  term, I aim to secure an addit ional R0 1 grant  and subsequent ly renew  my current  award. My 

group is current ly working on two manuscrip ts: one under revision and another nearing submission, 

which are also key near-term goals. In the long term, my object ive is to establish a sustained, research 

program focused on environmental toxicology and related areas.

8

W HAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE MOMENTS IN OUR DEPARTMENT OR OTHERW ISE?

Although I have only been facult y in the Department  of Pathology for a year, I have really enjoyed the 
departmental seminars. They have g iven me a much bet ter understanding of the clinical aspects of the 

department  as well as the breadth of ongoing research projects. Outside of work, my favorite moments 
are those spent  w ith my children. 

Left: Microglia in the brain.  Right: An activated microglia in the brain following wood smoke exposure.

From left to right: Eunju Lim (Associate Scientist 1) , me (PI) , Sydnee Yazzie 
(BSGP Graduate Research Assistant) , Dr. Mijung Oh (Postdoctoral Fellow)
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In M em ory  

WALKER 'KIP' W HARTON, RESEARCH PROFESSOR EMERITUS

BY DR. JANET OLIVER, PROFESSOR EMERITA  

We are sorry to report  the death on August  4 , 20 25 of Walker (Kip) W harton, a good friend to our 

department  and to many members of the Pathology research facult y. The cause was a fast -grow ing 

g liob lastoma.

Kip was a staff member and later group leader in the 

Life Sciences Division at  Los A lamos Nat ional 

Laboratories (LANL) from 1981 to 1995. During those 

years he was appointed Adjunct  Associate Professor of 

Pathology, and in that  role provided st rong student  

support  and research resources to our Macy 

Foundat ion-funded PhD program, the precursor to the 

current  inter-departmental PhD program in b iomedical 

sciences at  UNM. He part icularly helped the department  

to recruit  Dr. Larry Sklar to a joint  posit ion of Professor 

of Pathology and Director of the Nat ional Flow  

Cytomet ry Resource at  LANL. In 1996 he relocated to the Moff it  Cancer Center at  the Universit y of Florida, 

joining his former PhD mentor, Jack Pledger, to help launch the Moff it ?s cancer research programs. He 

returned to New  Mexico in 20 0 1 to be closer to family and was recruited as Research Professor of Pathology 

to Dr. Cheryl W illman?s team studying the molecular b iology of childhood leukemia. He ret ired in 20 17. 

Kip was a larger-than-life rambunct ious personalit y w ith a f ierce dedicat ion to his research on cancer, to his 

w ife Debbie and son Tyler and to his friends at  UNM, especially Pathology Department  facult y Drs. Larry 

Sklar, I-Ming Chen and Jan Oliver. Debbie passed away exact ly four weeks after losing her beloved Kip. A  

memorial at  the UNM A lumni Chapel in September remembered them both w ith great  affect ion.

Photo at left, from left 
to right: Drs. Janet 
Oliver, Kip Wharton, 
and Larry Sklar. 

Photo at top:  Debbie 
and Kip Wharton 

St af f  Prof i l e
BY RA CHEL  GRATTA N , HS A SSO CIATE SCIEN TIST 2   

ARE YOU ORIGINALLY FROM THE ALBUQUERQUE METRO AREA OR DID YOU RELOCATE HERE?

I grew  up in Michigan and received my educat ion from Cent ral Michigan Universit y. W hile complet ing my 

M.S., I applied for a technical posit ion requiring elect ron microscopy expert ise w ith the New  Mexico 

Spat ioTemporal Modeling Center (STMC), under the d irect ion of UNM 

Pathology Department  facult y Drs. Janet  Oliver ( ret ired), Bridget  W ilson 

(ret ired) and Diane Lidke. 

HOW  DID YOU CHOOSE TO JOIN THE UNM PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT?

I made the decision to remain w ithin this department  after the end of the 

STMC. The research that  the facult y, staff and students produce in the 

UNM Pathology Department  is high caliber and mult id iscip linary, and I am 

proud to take an act ive role pursuing this important  work. I appreciate the 

collaborat ive environment  between researchers and clinicians. The 

administ rat ive staff in the department  are also t rue gems!

W HAT IS SOMETHING INTERESTING YOU HAVE LEARNED ABOUT THE 

FIELD OF PATHOLOGY? 

Pathology encompasses all levels of b iological organizat ion, from the 

molecular to the organismal, and includes populat ion studies. There's always an interest ing talk w ithin the 

department  that  can inform one's work, regard less of the b iological complexit y in quest ion. 
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W HAT HAVE BEEN SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE MOMENTS AT WORK?

Much of my effort s are in t raining staff and student  researchers on 
various laboratory techniques. I w itness BSGP students mature through 
their Ph.D. programs, and there is a wonderful moment  for each t rainee 
where they t ransit ion from novice into expert  in their subject . It  is very 
rewarding to ref lect  on my "academic t ree."

W HAT IS THE BEST PIECE OF PROFESSIONAL ADVICE SOMEONE 
HAS GIVEN YOU?

Memories are fallib le.?Document  EVERYTHING. Record keeping is 
essent ial when research studies last  years and people come and go in 
their careers. 

W HAT IS SOMETHING W E DON'T ALREADY KNOW  ABOUT YOU?

My hobbies are d iverse. I enjoy hiking, sw imming, sew ing and f iber art s.



Facu l t y  New s
N EW  FA CULTY

A L EXA N DER GRO SS, MD  
Assistant  Professor Clinician Educator, Anatomic Pathology ? 
September 1, 20 25
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FA CULTY RETIREMEN T

A DA M W IL BERGER, MD 
Associate Professor Clinician Educator, Hematopathology ? 
October 1, 20 25

A N THO N Y MA RTIN EZ , MD 
Assistant  Professor Clinician Educator, Anatomic Pathology ? 
October 13, 20 25

Q IA N -YUN  Z HA N G, MD, PHD 
Professor Emerita, Hematopathology, January 1, 20 26

St af f  Prof i l e
BY DEEA N N A  GUTIERREZ , A CCO UN TA N T 3

 
ARE YOU ORIGINALLY FROM THE ALBUQUERQUE METRO AREA OR DID YOU RELOCATE HERE?

I was born and raised in the A lbuquerque South Valley.

HOW  DID YOU CHOOSE TO JOIN THE UNM PATHOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT?

W hen I was a student  at  UNM going for my Bachelor?s degree in 

account ing and working as an associate bagging groceries at  

A lbertsons, I wanted a job that  would provide some off ice experience. 

I looked at  UNM know ing they had student  employment  jobs and 

found the Off ice Assistant  job in the Pathology Department . I d idn?t  

know  much about  pathology at  all at  the t ime, but  loved that  I would 

get  experience and I could have a f lexib le work schedule on campus 

while I was in school. I have liked it  so much that  I have stayed w ithin 

the department  for almost  11 years in various posit ions in account ing!

W HAT IS SOMETHING INTERESTING THAT YOU HAVE LEARNED 

ABOUT THE FIELD OF PATHOLOGY? 

Something interest ing that  I have learned is all t he d if ferent  ways that  

pathology in intertw ined into everyday healthcare. Since a lot  of the pat ients don?t  ever see the 

pathologist , I don?t  think they realize how  important  pathologists are to healthcare.

W HAT HAVE BEEN SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE MOMENTS AT WORK?

Some of my favorite moments at  work are being w ith my coworkers. We have made great  memories 

having lunch and social hours together. Trivia night  and karaoke were the best ! The Saggio?s p izza ordered 

w ith ext ra cheese, or the runs to Bob?s Burgers and Taco Bell for lunch were always a nice t reat  during the 

work day!

W HAT IS THE BEST PIECE OF PROFESSIONAL ADVICE SOMEONE HAS GIVEN YOU?
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Some of the best  professional advice I have received 
was to make connect ions and network w ith people. 
You never know  who you are going to meet  and what  
connect ions can be made. W hen you are surrounded 
by the right  people it  improves your work day.

W HAT IS SOMETHING W E DON'T ALREADY KNOW  
ABOUT YOU?

I love to bake and t ry new  recipes. I make all t he 
b irthday sweets for everyone in my family. They all g ive 
me new  recipes and challenge me to t ry to make them.



Facu l t y  New s -  continued
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FA CULTY AW A RDS A N D A CCO LA DES

EXCEL L EN CE IN  RESEA RCH AW A RD: DR. TA E- HYUN G K IM

Tae-Hyung Kim, PhD, MS, Assistant  Professor of Pathology, received the 20 25 Junior Facult y award 
from the HSC Off ice of Research. Dr. Kim's research in cancer b iology emphasizes how  metabolic 
cues reshape the physical propert ies of cells to drive invasion and metastasis. His mult id iscip linary 
group integrates mechanobiology and b iophysics w ith cancer metabolism to mapping signaling 
axes that  link ext racellular g lucose to cytoskeletal cont rol, cell deformabilit y, and mot ilit y. His 
research aims to elucidate the mechanisms underlying cancer progression and to ident ify potent ial 
targets for novel therapies.

In addit ion to his early-career research excellence, Dr. Kim has demonst rated a deep commitment  to 
academic mentorship, act ively part icipat ing in the Undergraduate Pipeline Network. He is a visib le 
ambassador for UNM HSC w ith over 20  invited talks at  nat ional and internat ional venues since 
joining the department . He is a generous colleague who f ills a vital scient if ic niche and brings a 
posit ive at t it ude and collaborat ive sp irit  to our community. 

The Pathologist  Power List  is an annual list  of 50  impact ful 

pathologists across the world. The list  celebrates these 
inspirat ional f igures driving innovat ion and achievement  in 
pathology and laboratory medicine. In a world defined by rapid 
change, unprecedented challenges, and incredib le new  
scient if ic advances, these t railb lazers don?t  just  adapt  - they 

lead through their princip les to ignite innovat ion, inspire act ion, 
and push boundaries in pathology and laboratory medicine. 
Rama Gullapalli, MD, PhD, was selected for this year's Power 
List ! View  the full list  of ind ividuals along w ith Dr. Gullapalli's 
w rite-up at  this link: The Pathologist  Power List  20 25  

THE PATHO LO GIST POW ER L IST 20 25

Facu l t y  New s 

From left to right: Mike 
Richards, MD, MPA, Exec. 
Vice President HSC; winners 
Drs. Sarah Pirio Richardson, 
Tae-Hyung Kim, Elizabeth 
Yakes Jimenez; Hengameh 
Raissy, PharmD, Vice 
President for Research HSC. 
Photo Credit: UNM HSC 
Marketing & Communication 
Department. 
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FACULTY AWA RDS A ND ACCOLA DES

A A PA  5 0 t h  A N N UA L  CO N TIN UIN G EDUCATIO N  
CO N FEREN CE

Marlena Chavez, PA(ASCP), Cathy Mart inez, PA, HTL(ASCP), 
Ruzbeh Mehta, PA(ASCP), and Christopher Schlosser, 

PA(ASCP) at tended the 20 25 American Associat ion of 
Pathologists' Assistants (AAPA) 50 th Annual Conference that  
took p lace in Denver, Colorado, September 7-11, 20 25. 

Christopher Schlosser, PA (ASCP) and Ruzbeh Mehta, PA 

(ASCP) presented their talk ent it led ?Postmortem Computed 
Tomography (CT) Use in the Forensic Set t ing: A  Primer for 
Forensic Pathologists? Assistants and Real World Case 
Applicat ion,? which was well received. Marlena Chavez, PA 
(ASCP) took 3rd p lace in the Gross Photo Compet it ion Benign 

Category for her submission of Ameloblastoma.

CA P A I  CO MMITTEE SEL ECTIO N  

Rama Gullapalli, MD, PhD, has been selected to be a member of the College of 
American Pathologists (CAP) A I commit tee. The commit tee term is for up to 6 
years, renewed annually, and is charged w ith guid ing the implementat ion of A I in 
the f ield  of Pathology. New  members were chosen this year through a highly 

compet it ive select ion process. "It  is an honor to part icipate in this commit tee, 
and I very much look forward to being a part  of it  and advancing the 
implementat ion of A I in the f ield  of Pathology," said Dr. Gullapalli.  

Congratulat ions to two of our Pathology facult y, Evelyn Lockhart , MD, 
MScBMC, and Richard Marlar, PhD, who both won in New  Mexico State 
Fair compet it ions this year! Dr. Lockhart  won several ribbons; her apple 

galet te won a b lue ribbon in the "Apple Pie-Nont radit ional" class before 
advancing to w in the "Best  of Show" ribbon for p ies! Dr. Lockhart  also 
won third p lace ribbons for her lime and mango tart , as well as for her 
chocolate macaron in the cookie compet it ion.
 

Dr. Marlar and his w ife have a ranch - the Flying Heart  Ranch - where 
they breed Navajo-Churro sheep, the f irst  sheep to come to the US. 
They won both Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion for 
Navajo-Churro Sheep, as well as Reserve Grand Champion for Colored 
Heritage Sheep Fleece!  

N EW  MEX ICO  STATE FA IR CHA MPIO N S

https://thepathologist.com/power-list/2025/
https://thepathologist.com/power-list/2025/
https://thepathologist.com/power-list/2025/
https://thepathologist.com/power-list/2025/
https://thepathologist.com/power-list/2025/
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Clinical  Trainee News  
NATIONAL PRESENTATIONS   

Residents Madison Guevara, MD, and Joseph Stenberg, DO, presented their abst racts at  the 

annual American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) meet ing November 17-20 , 20 25. Project  
t it les and team members are listed below : 

Facu l t y  New s -  continued

Project : "Implement ing and Validat ing an Open-Source 
Dig ital Pathology Pipeline for Translat ional Research at  

UNM Pathology" 

Research team: Drs. Joseph Stenberg, Kathryn Foucar, 
Daniel Babu, Jordan Redemann, Nancy Joste, Charles 

Foucar, and Rama Gullapalli 

Project : "A  Case Study of Venous Thromboembolism in a 

Pat ient  w ith Congenital Afibrinogenemia"

Research team: Drs. Madison Guevara, Evelyn Lockhart , 
A la Ebaid, A llison Burnet t , Richard Marlar, and Andres 

Mind iola Romero. 

Project : "Case Report : Clonally Related Non-Langerhans Cell Hist iocyt ic Neoplasm Arising 
Post -allogeneic Transplant  in a Pat ient  w ith Acute Myeloid Leukemia" 

Research team: Drs. Joseph Stenberg, Hillary Ellwood, Charles Foucar, and Nicole Deshmukh

Resident  Molly Biggs, MD,  also submit ted her abst ract  for the 

upcoming Nat ional Associat ion of Medical Examiners (NAME) 
Conference held in Louisville, KY, October 17-21, 20 25.

Topic: "At raumat ic Hemoperitoneum, a Case Report " 

Research team: Drs. Molly Biggs and Audra Kerw in

15

FA CULTY AW A RDS A N D A CCO LA DES

PATEN T AW A RDED: DR. A A RO N  N EUMA N N  

Aaron Neumann, PhD, in associat ion w ith UNM Rainforest  Innovat ions and 
the Universit y of Colorado, has been awarded a Patent  for his invent ion 

t it led, "Rapid, culture-free Detect ion of Drug Resistance Characterist ics by 
Raman and Surface Enhanced Raman Spect roscopic Methods."

Dr. Neumann's invent ion involves highly sensit ive assays for pathogen 
detect ion, ident if icat ion, and/ or analysis, including (but  not  limited to)  

sensing of metabolite pat terns associated w ith high-risk drug resistance 
phenotypes. View  the complete patent  informat ion or visit  t he UNM 

Rainforest  Innovat ions site for more details. 

One of our Molecular Genet ic Pathology Fellows, Mukul Divat ia, MD, 

has been selected to serve as the Associat ion of Molecular Pathology 

(AMP) Publicat ions Commit tee SL Junior Member for November 20 25- 

November 20 27. 

The Publicat ions Commit tee has certain responsib ilit ies for AMP?s 

off icial journal, The Journal of Molecular Diagnost ics (JMD), which is 

co-owned by the American Society for Invest igat ive Pathology (ASIP), 

including advisory to AMP?s Board and ASIP?s Council regard ing JMD 

policy issues; scope statement ; business success; publisher Request  for 

Proposal and select ion; select ion of Editors and Editorial Board 

members; performance expectat ions for Editors. The Commit tee 

reviews AMP member submissions of Case Reports for potent ial 

publicat ion in CAP Today.  

MGP FEL LOW  SEL ECTED FO R PUBL ICATIO N  CO MMITTEES

Cl i n i cal  Trai n ee New s
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Research Trainee News 
STEINKAMP LAB THESIS DEFENSE: PARISA NIKEGHBAL, PHD

Parisa Nikeghbal, who was a graduate student  in Dr. Mara 

Steinkamp 's research lab, successfully completed her BSGP 

Thesis Defense on August  6, 20 25! Her thesis is t it led, 

"Pat ient -Derived Ovarian Cancer Models Provide Insight  into 

Cancer Cell-int rinsic and Immune Cell-Dependent  Effects on 

Therapeut ic Response." In September, Parisa began a 

post -doctoral fellowship at  Virg inia Tech in the Laboratory for 

Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering.   
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Clinical  Trainee News - continued  

NATIONAL PRESENTATIONS   

Rahul Kumar , a 4 th-year graduate student  in Dr. Rama 

Gullapall i?s Research Lab through UNM?s Biomedical 

Engineering Research Program, at tended The Southwest  

Transformat ive Educat ional Advancement  Mentoring (STEAM) 

Network Program 2nd Annual Summit  (STEAM Summit  20 25), 

which was held in Flagstaff, AZ, from July 23rd - 26th, 20 25. 

Rahul earned second prize for the Graduate Student  poster 

compet it ion for his presentat ion t it led, "Chronic Low  Dose 

Exposure of Cadmium and Hyperglycemia Induces the 

Oxidat ive St ress and Mitochondrial Dysfunct ion in Hepatocytes 

via A ltered Mitochondrial Dynamics."  

STEAM SUMMIT SUCCESS: RAHUL KUMARDarrell Horton, MD, fourth year pathology resident , presented a case t it led, "Infant  Acute 

Megakaryoblast ic Leukemia w ith Rare NUP98 Rearrangement ," at  the Society of 

Hematopathology (SH) and European Associat ion for Hematopathology (EAHP) 20 25 

Workshop, September 3-6, 20 25, in Cincinnat i, OH. 

Joseph Stenberg, DO, third year 

pathology resident , presented a poster at  

the Associat ion for Diagnost ics & 

Laboratory Medicine (ADLM) July 27-31, 

20 25, in Chicago, IL: ?JAK2V617F 

Mutat ion Prevalence in Thrombophilia 

Profiles: A  Regional Laboratory 

Experience.?  

Dr. Stenberg pictured with former UNM Pathology 

faculty Dr. Marian Rollins-Raval.
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MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES PROGRAM
FALL 20 25 GRADUATES

Congratulat ions to the Fall 20 25 Medical Laboratory Sciences (MLS) graduates! Pictured are our 

nine graduates being acknow ledged for their accomplishments at  the MLS Pinning Ceremony held 

on December 12, 20 25. At  the ceremony, the MLS program honored Zara Mamdani w ith the Lynn 

Saxton award. This award is g iven to an outstanding MLS student  in honor of the f irst  d irector of 

the MLS at  UNM, Lynn Saxton. The award is based on academic and leadership abilit ies and 

exhib ited professionalism. 

Congratulat ions to our MLS graduates - we are proud of you and can't  wait  to see what  you 

accomplish! 

Fall 20 25 MLS graduates with Drs. Nancy Joste and Barbara Masten; and award winner Zara Mamdani with Dr. Masten 
and Julia Allen.

Departm ent News

20 25 PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT STAFF AWARDS 

Congratulat ions to our 20 25 recip ients of the 

annual Pathology Department  Staff Awards! This 

year we honor ( f irst  name order)  Amy Estanisleo*, 

Cathleen Mart inez, DeeAnna Gut ierrez*, Kristen 

Broesder*, and Tyler Wysner. A  recept ion was held 

on December 18, 20 25.       *Pictured with Dr. Joste*

Honorable ment ion to all nominees: 

FIRST PLACE POSTER AWARD: MIJUNG OH, PHD

Mijung Oh, PhD, a postdoctoral researcher in the Research Lab of 

Dr. Kat ie Zychowski, at tended the Mountain West  Society of 

Toxicology Meet ing here in A lbuquerque, August  21-22, 20 25. At  

the meet ing, Dr. Oh won 1st  p lace for Postdoctoral Poster 

presentat ions for her project  t it led, "Ovarian Hormone Deficiency 

Exacerbates W ildf ire Smoke-Induced Immune and Metabolic 

Dysregulat ion in the Hematopoiet ic Niche."  

19

Wonkyung Lee, a medical student  at  Yeungnam Universit y in 

South Korea and a visit ing researcher in Dr. Tae-Hyung Kim?s lab, 

received the Best  Poster Presentat ion Award for 3rd Place in the 

Undergraduate Student  Caucus and Poster Compet it ion at  the 

18th American Associat ion for Cancer Research (AACR) 

Conference on The Science of Cancer Health Disparit ies, held 

September 18 ? 21, 20 25 in Balt imore, MD.

KIM LAB CONFERENCE SUCCESS

From left to right: Dr. Mijung Oh and her fellow awardee and colleague, 
Dr. Sakshi Siddharth Patil, COP Pharmaceutical Sciences.

Amber Valdez, Asmah Oscar, Danielle Burke, Emilia Avila, Fred Schult z, James Chavez, Kayla 

Ulibarri, Olivia Felt , Rachel Grat tan, Rosalia De Leon, Sara Romero, and Shayna Lucero.  

Research Trainee News - continued 



M ak e a Gi f t  

Your g if t  today impacts health care and research for tomorrow. Please consider making a 
recurring, one t ime, or legacy donat ion to one of the follow ing funds:

THE PATHOLOGY EDUCATION FUND
Advance the educat ion and research missions of the department .
VISIT: The Pathology Educat ion Fund

THE CHEN HEMATOPATHOLOGY LECTURE SERIES 
Support  the Department  of Pathology annual Hematopathology Lectureship and the educat ion 

and t raining of future pathologists. 
VISIT: The Chen Hematopathology Lecture Series

THE FOUCAR ENDOW MENT
Invest  in future Pathologists. Recruit ing and t raining highly proficient  Pathology residents and 

fellows is a top priorit y.
VISIT: The Foucar Endowment

THE GEORGE D. MONTOYA RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Encourage UNM students to pursue a career in b iomedical research.
VISIT: The George D. Montoya Research Scholarship Fund

THE HARVEY ENDOW ED CHAIR AND PROFESSORSHIP
Invest  in Pathology research facult y. Endowed professorships at t ract  and retain expert  facult y who 

teach passionately and lead innovat ive t ranslat ional research.
VISIT: The Harvey Endowed Chair and Professorship

OMI FORENSIC PATHOLOGY FELLOW SHIP PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Enhance the educat ion and professional development  of OMI Forensic Pathology Fellows.

VISIT: OMI Forensic Pathology Fellowship Professional Development  Fund

THE THOMAS M. W ILLIAMS & MARGARET G. W ILLIAMS ENDOW MENT FOR 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Support  the greatest  educat ional and t raining needs w ithin the Department  of Pathology.

VISIT: The Dr. Thomas M. W illiams & Margaret  G. W illiams Endowment  for Educat ion and Training

If  you need assistance w ith your g if t  p lease contact :

Maggie Schold, MFA, Director of Development , UNM School of Medicine

Mobile: (50 5) 259-9164 or Email: maggie.schold@unmfund.org

Donate by check, estate p lanning, bequest , charitab le annuit y, insurance g if t , charitab le t rust  and 
more. Thank you for thinking of the Department  of Pathology's funds as you generously g ive!
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Departm ent News - continued 

SUMMER 20 25 UPN PROGRAM GRADUATES

The UNM HSC UPN program is an umbrella program that  brings together undergraduates 

conduct ing summer b iomedical research across the UNM HSC campus w ith the goal of cult ivat ing 

students' interest  in research while help ing them at tain skills needed to apply for and succeed in 

post -baccalaureate educat ion. The program provides the opportunit y for approximately 50  

scholars to choose from several areas of research at  the Universit y of New  Mexico's Health 

Sciences Center.??Several d if ferent  research programs part icipate as part  of the UPN experience, 

which includes seminars, career development  opportunit ies, and social act ivit ies. This year, the 

program at t racted a record number of part icipants, including learners from other programs!

On Friday, August  1st , the Undergraduate Pipeline Network Summer Research Experience 

successfully held their Capstone Research Event  at  the UNM Health Sciences Library and 

Informat ics Center. Joining the 56 UPN students in their poster presentat ions were 25 

undergraduates from across NM who completed research as part  of the NM INBRE Student  

Experience and 17 High School Scholars from the CURE for Cancer program. In total over 10 0  

students presented their research f ind ings to more than 30 0  facult y, staff, t rainees, and family 

members.

Thank you, Dr. Jennifer Gillet te, Professor of Pathology, for cont inuing to serve as the Director of 

the UNMHSC Undergraduate Pipeline Network (UPN) program and provid ing the leadership and 

support  that  this essent ial program needs to succeed, pairing numerous future providers w ith 

mentors that  help guide them toward their ideal careers. 
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A c k n ow l ed g em en t s
The Universit y of New  Mexico Department  of Pathology gratefully acknow ledges 

Nancy Risenhoover and Emilia Avila for the layout  of this newslet ter.

For more informat ion on our department , p lease visit  our website:

pathology.unm .edu

Do you have news? Please share! Contact :  HSC_PathAdmin@salud.unm.edu

https://hsc.unm.edu/medicine/departments/pathology/
mailto:HSC_PathAdmin@salud.unm.edu
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