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Angelman Syndrome 

Â Identified: 1965 by English physician Harry 

Angelman.  

Â Originally named the Happy Puppet 

Syndrome.  

Â First reports in North America were in the 

1980s. 

Â Incidence:  1:15,000-30,000 

 



Physical Characteristics in  

100% of cases confirmed 

Â Developmental delay 

Â Speech impairment, 

none or minimal use of 

words. 

Â Movement or balance 

disorder: manifested as 

gait ataxia, or tremulous 

limb movements or 

both.  



Clinical Characteristics 

Â Any combination of: 

Â Frequent laughter 

Â Frequent smiling 

Â Apparent happy 

demeanor 

Â Easily excitable 

Â Hypermotoric behavior 

Â Short attention span 

Â Seizures (this is actually 

80 ï 90%). 

 



Clinical Characteristics,  

seen in 20 - 80% 
Â Flat occiput 

Â Protruding Tongue 

Â Prognathia 

Â Wide mouth with widely 
spaced teeth.  

Â Feeding problems during 
infancy 

Â Excessive Appetite 

Â Frequent drooling  

Â Hypopigmented skin with 
light hair and eye color  

Â Strabismus 

Â Attraction or fascination 
with water 

Â Hyperactive lower limb 
deep tendon reflexes 

Â Uplifted, flexed arm 
position especially during 
ambulation 

Â Increased sensitivity to heat 

Â Sleep disturbance 


