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Cerebral Palsy-Definition 

 
 

Â Cerebral palsy is a symptom complex, (not a 
disease) that has multiple etiologies. 
 

Â CP is a disorder of tone, posture or movement 
due to a lesion in the developing brain.  
 

Â Lesion results in paralysis, weakness, 
incoordination or abnormal movement 
 

Â Not contagious, no cure. 
 

Â It is static, but it symptoms may change with 
maturation 
 

 
   
   
    



Cerebral Palsy 

Brain damage 

Occurs during developmental period 

Motor dysfunction 

Not Curable 

Non-progressive (static) 

 Any regression or deterioration of motor or intellectual 
skills should prompt a search for a degenerative disease 

Therapy can help improve function 

 

 



Cerebral Palsy 

 

Â There are 2 major types of CP, depending 
on location of lesions: 

ÂPyramidal (Spastic) 

ÂExtrapyramidal 

Â There is overlap of both symptoms and 
anatomic lesions. 

 

 

 

 

 



Â The pyramidal system carries the signal 
for muscle contraction. 

 

Â The extrapyramidal system provides 
regulatory influences on that contraction.  


