Autism
Cynthia King, MD and Lorerky Ramirez-Moya, MD




A Wing in 1980 describes two different kinds of
iInfant with autism:

A -Placid, undemanding who rarely cries.
A -Screaming baby who is difficult to pacify.



Normal Developmental Milestones

A Developmental milestenes
a set of functional skills
or agespecific tasks that
most children can do at a
certain age range.

A Grossmotor, Fine
motor, Language,
Cognitive, Social

A http://www.med.umich.edu/yourchild
/topics/devmile.htm




Early Interventions

A Concept: services that help a child to achieve his or |
milestones from birth to 3 years old.

The child learns and develops at the fastest rate duri
the first 3 years.

The goal is helping the child to achieve the highest
possible functioning and provide support and guidan:
to his/her family.

A 17 % kids under 18 years old are affected by
Developmental, behavior or learning disability. Only
2.59 % children under 3 years old are being served
through the federal funded Early Intervention Progral
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Early Interventions

It IS free!

Anybody can refer to early intervention program in th
community.

They go where the child is located.

Helps to transition to school district from
IFSP(Individual Family Service Plan Basics) to |.E.P.

They can refer or offer the child and his/her family to
other programs like RESPITE, more specialized clini
after school programs, fun activities for special need:
children, support groups, education for the family an
more



Early Interventions

A Needing fewer special education and other
hablilitativeservices later In life.

A Being retained in a grade level less often

A Being indistinguishable from classmates withc
special needs years after intervention.

A Improves the functioning of the family.

A Family Infant Toddler Program, NM



What I1s Autism

A Delay and Abnormal patterns of development
before age 3 years In

A Social Development
A Communication

A Behavior and Interests



2 DO s

A Delay & Deviations in Development
A  Deviations = Qualitative Impairments

A Social
A Communication and Play
A Restricted Interests and Behaviors



Autism Spectrum Disorders




Types of ASDs

Diagnosis| ReciprocalLanguage Cognitive | Restrictec
Social Deficits |Deficits | Repetitive
Skills Behaviors
Deficits
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Autism DSMIV-TR

A A. A total of six (or more) items from (1),(2),an
(3), with at least two from (1), and one each
from (2) and (3)

A (1) social interaction
A (2) communication

A (3) behaviors



(1) Qualitative impairment in social
Interaction

A As manifested by at least two of the following:

A (a) marked impairment in use of multiple nonverbal
behaviors such as dgecye gaze, facial expression,
body postures, and gestures to regulate social
Interaction

A (b) failure to develop peer relationships appropriate t
developmental level

A (c) a lack of spontaneous seeking to share enjoymer
Interests, or achievements with other people (e.g., by
lack of showing, bringing, or pointing out objects of
Interest)

A (d) lack of social or emotional reciprocity




(2)Qualitative impairments In
communication

A As manifested by at least one of following:

A (@) delay in, or total lack of, the development of spok
language (not accompanied by an attempt to
compensate through alternative modes of
communication such as gesture or mime)

A (b) In Individuals with adequate speech, marked
Impairment in the ability to initiate or sustain a
conversation with others

A (c) stereotyped and repetitive use of language or
idiosyncratic language

A (d) lack of varied, spontaneous riaXeve play or
social imitative play appropriate to developmental e\



(3)Restricted repetitive and
stereotyped patterns of behavior,
Interests, and activities

A As manifested by at least one of following:

A (@) encompassing preoccupation with one or more
stereotyped and restricted patterns of interest that is
abnormal either in intensity or focus

A (b) apparently inflexible adherence to specific,
nonfunctional routines or rituals

A (c) stereotyped and repetitive motor mannerisms (e.(
hand or finger flapping, or twisting, or complex whole
body movements)

A (d) persistent preoccupation with parts of objects



Social, Qualitative Impairment

A Direct gaze

A Soclal Smile (emerges around 2 months)
A Showing and directing attention

A Offering to share

A Seeking to share enjoyment with others
A Offer comfort

A Quality of social overtures



Social, Qualitative Impairment

A Range of facial expressions

A Inappropriate facial expression

A Imaginative Play

A Imaginative social play

A Interest in other children

A Response to approaches of other children




Communication, Qualitative

Impairment

A Age of first single words (Under 24 months)

A Age of p
A Stereoty

nrases (Under 33 months)

ned utterances and delayed echolalia

A Reciprocal conversation

A Inappropriate questions or statements
A Pronomial reversals

A Neologisms/idiosyncratic language

A Verbal rituals



Communication, Qualitative
Impairment

A Spontaneous imitation

A Pointing to express interest

A Nodding

AUse of anot her os bod)
A Poorly coordinated eye gaze and pointing



Restricted, Repetitive and
Stereotyped Patterns of Behavior,

Interests, and Activities

A Circumscribed interests
A Unusual preoccupations

A Repetitive use of objects or interest in parts o
objects

A Compulsions/rituals (routines)
A Unusual sensory interests
A Hand and finger mannerisms

A Com

Dlex mannerisms or stereotyped body m






FIndings

A 70% of individuals with Autistic Disorder also
have an intellectual disability

A Often have strong visual and spatial skills
A 25% have a emorbid seizure disorder

A 1Q testing tends to show considerable scatter
and tend to perform better on performance
scales than verbal scales



Common Symptoms Not Unique to
Autism

A Attentional Impairment

A Hyperactivity

A Aggression

A Decreased pain sensitivity
A Sensory differences

A Sleep disturbance



