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Lucy Bradley-Springer, PhD, RN, ACRN 
BSN 1972 & MS 1992 
Retired 
 
Dr. Lucy Bradley-Springer has devoted her life to helping AIDS/HIV patients on many levels 
including direct nursing care, research work and publication, teaching, and activism.  
 
She has pioneered the best practices for nursing care of AIDS/HIV patients. Having literally 
written the book on nursing care plans for AIDS patients as well as conducting countless 
training sessions for caregivers, she has provided expertise on how AIDS nurses can cope 
with emotional trauma and burnout. 
 
Dr. Bradley-Springer has also has been involved in patient education including creating 
videos which discuss basic HIV information, lab values, and the importance of adherence to 
an antiretroviral therapy (ART) regimen.  She created training materials to educate patients 
on the AIDS disease, treatment, transmission, and prevention.   
 
In addition Dr. Bradley-Springer fought to eliminate the stigmatization of victims of the HIV 
epidemic, and to ensure that AIDS/HIV patients have access to affordable treatment and 
medication.  She raised awareness about the link between poverty and AIDS/HIV, and 
advocated for funding. 
 
In 2010 she helped lead a group of physicians on a mission to Africa to train doctors to treat 
AIDS patients. 
 
Dr. Bradley-Springer held many positions in her work for those living with AIDS/HIV.   

• Editor-in-chief of the Journal of the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care 
• Associate Professor Emerita at the University of Colorado’s School of Medicine in Denver 
• Principal Investigator of the Mountain Plains AIDS Education and Training Center 
• Assistant Professor at UNM School of Medicine 
• Co-director of New Mexico AIDS Education and Training Center 
• President of the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care 
• Advisory Board member of Physicians for Human Rights.  
• Founding member of the US Peace Memorial Foundation.  

 
Dr. Bradley-Springer was named to the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS during the 
final two years of the Obama administration. In 2017, she resigned in protest along with five 
other council members, who issued a statement that the current administration “has 
ignored the epidemic while backing policies that would hurt its patients.” The mass 
resignation of advisory members exposed the plight of AIDS victims, and she continues to 
advocate for them. 
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In 2018 Dr Bradley-Springer received the Public Service Award from the Association of 
Nurses in AIDS Care. 
 
Dr. Bradley-Springer has conducted extensive research on HIV and AIDS and has published 
over 80 articles related to disease etiology, testing, transmission, treatment, prevention, 
and patient care.  
One example is https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=bradley+springer%2C+lucy  
She also created several videos including this one: Grace – a Digital Story by Lucy Bradley-
Springer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKgWt3kuqdw 
 
Dr. Bradley-Springer exemplifies the Distinguished Alumni Award not only for her 
substantial academic achievements, but for her lifelong commitment to end the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. She has given back to communities across New Mexico, the country and 
internationally by raising awareness of the disease, conducting and publicizing research, and 
fighting the stigmatization of AIDS patients and their caregivers. She has pioneered 
innovative nursing treatment care plans and education for patients.  
Dr. Bradley-Springer demonstrates the excellence of the UNM College of Nursing through 
her significant, groundbreaking contributions to the nursing profession and to the 
healthcare of citizens in the US and around the world. She is nothing short of a living legend. 
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