
1W �-

UNM HEALTH SCIENCES I UNM HEALTH 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Hengameh Raissy, PharmD, Vice President for Research at lJNM Health Sciences 
Thomas Byrd, MD, Executive Chair, Human Research Review Committees 

Fmm: Michael Richards, MD, MPA, Executive Vice President ofUNM Health Sciences, Chief 
Executive Officer of the UNM Health System, and Institutional Official 

CC: Scot Sauder, Esq., Deputy University Counsel for Health Sciences 

Date: February 11, 2025 

RE: Human Subjects Research Protection Program-Updated and Revised Delegations of 
Authority 

Under Regents Policies 3.4 and 3.7, the Regents designated me as the "Institutional Official" with 
respect to the University of New Mexico's Institutional Compliance Programs including, without 
limitation, its human subjects protection program. In this capacity, I am the individual charged with 
signing the assurance documents on file with the Office of Human Research Protections ("OHRP") 
of the U.S. Depattment of Health & Human Services ("DHHS"), which is the UNM Health Sciences 
Center's assurance to the Federal Government that it will comply with all applicable federal laws, 
rules and regulations with respect to the protection of human subjects in our human subjects research 
efforts at the lJNM Health Sciences Center and the University as a whole. These regulations impose 
certain obligations upon me as the Institutional Official. 

The purpose of this Memorandum is to: 
• clarify and confirm the delegation of authority to the Human Research Review Committees at

the UNM Health Sciences (each, an "HRRC", and, all collectively, the "HRRCs"),
• reaffirm the autonomy of the HRRCs relating to its review of research,
• clarify and confirm the role of the Vice President for Research for Health Sciences as the

lllstitutional Official's designec and her relationship with and to the Human Research
Protections Office ("HRPO") and the authorities and responsibilities delegated to her, and

• clarify and confirm those authorities and responsibilities I am retaining as the "Institutional
Official."

Delegation to the HRRCs and Commitment to Autonomy 

All Human Research at the UNM Health Sciences Center must undergo review by an 
organizationally-designated HRRC. Activities that do not meet the definition of Human Research 
(i.e., some classroom or training activities or ce1tain quality improvement activities that do not meet 
the definition of Human Research) do not require HRRC review and approval and do not need to be 
submitted to the HRRC unless there is a question regarding whether the activity is Human Research. 












