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The Central NM STEM Research Challenge reserves the right, at any time in the process, to disqualify a project from  
competition for failure to comply with ISEF Rules for Pre-College Research.  

Potentially Hazardous  
Biological Agents (PHBAs) 

Studies involving PHBAs that require prior  
approval must be done in an appropriate  
laboratory setting and therefore are not  
appropriate for elementary students.  

The Central NM STEM Research Challenge 
will not approve these projects for elementary 
level competition. 

IRB minimum membership  
requirements: 

1 school administrator 
1 educator 
1 medical or mental  
health professional 

Paperwork must be sent to STEM-H  
Center’s Regional IRB for prior review and 
approval.*  

Experimentation cannot begin until approval 
is received from the STEM-H Center. 
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Student & Teachers will: 
• Provide all required documents with appropriate

signatures
• Submit a DETAILED research plan 
• Respond to reviewer requests in a timely manner

Does your school have it’s own local  
Institutional Review Board (IRB)? 

Note: In order to set up a school/local committee, the 
committee chairperson must complete the STEM-H 
Center’s online SRC/IRB training. 

Human Subjects Vertebrate Animals 

ALL vertebrate animal projects MUST be 
sent to the STEM-H Center’s Regional SRC 
for prior review and approval.*  

Local/school committees CANNOT review  
vertebrate animal projects 

Experimentation cannot begin until approval is 
received from the STEM-H Center. 

Local committee can review and approve 
in accordance with ISEF and other  
applicable rules. 

Experimentation cannot begin until  
approval is received from the local IRB. 
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Vertebrate Animal Approvals 

• SRC chair (or designee) 
signs Form 3 & Form 1 

Human Subject Approvals 

• IRB chair (or designee) 
signs Form 2 & Form 1 

Reviewers will: 
• Conduct timely reviews in accordance with ISEF rules 
• Maintain contact with student researcher regarding

missing documents, requesting additional information, etc. 
• Document and notify student of approval status 
• Sign appropriate forms once project is approved

https://hsc.unm.edu/stem-h/



