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Central NM STEM Research Challenge ~ Prior Review & Approval Process Flowchart 
for Junior & Senior Divisions (grades 6-12)  

The Central NM STEM Research Challenge reserves the right, at any time in the process, to disqualify a project from competition for failure to comply with ISEF Rules for Pre-College Research.  

** This includes UNM Main Campus, Health Sciences Campus, all branch campuses, and the Sandoval  
Regional Medical Center. UNM’s Biosafety Officer MUST approve any PHBA projects conducted at UNM. 

+ Local/school officials must sign Form 4 BEFORE sending to the regional IRB for review. School
administrator, educator and medical professional must sign to acknowledge the school is aware of
the project and ok for it to proceed as written (pending final approval from the regional IRB)

SRC minimum membership 
requirements: 

1 school administrator 
1 educator 
1 biomedical scientist (must have 
earned graduate degree) 

IRB minimum membership  
requirements: 

1 school administrator 
1 educator 
1 medical or mental  
health professional 

Paperwork must be sent to STEM-H  
Center’s Regional IRB for prior review and 
approval.* + 

Experimentation cannot begin until approval 
is received from the STEM-H Center. 

Potentially Hazardous  
Biological Agents (PHBAs) 

Is any part of the experiment being  
conducted in a UNM lab or facility?** 

YES NO 

Does your school have it’s own local  
Scientific Review Committee (SRC)? 

Note: In order to set up a school/local committee, the 
committee chairperson must complete the STEM-H 
Center’s online SRC/IRB training. 

Paperwork must be sent to STEM-H Center’s 
Regional SRC for prior review and approval.*  

Experimentation cannot begin until approval is 
received from the STEM-H Center 

NO YES 

Local committee can review and approve 
in accordance with ISEF and other  
applicable rules. 

Experimentation cannot begin until  
approval is received from the local SRC. 
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Student & Teachers will: 
• Provide all required documents with appropriate

signatures
• Submit a DETAILED research plan
• Respond to reviewer requests in a timely manner

Does your school have it’s own local  
Institutional Review Board (IRB)? 

Note: In order to set up a school/local committee, the 
committee chairperson must complete the STEM-H 
Center’s online SRC/IRB training. 

Human Subjects Vertebrate Animals 

ALL vertebrate animal projects MUST be 
sent to the STEM-H Center’s Regional SRC 
for prior review and approval.*  

Local/school committees CANNOT review  
vertebrate animal projects 

Experimentation cannot begin until approval is 
received from the STEM-H Center. 

Local committee can review and approve 
in accordance with ISEF and other  
applicable rules. 

Experimentation cannot begin until  
approval is received from the local IRB. 

YES NO 

Vertebrate Animal Approvals 

SRC chair (or designee) signs: 
• Form 5A
• Form 1B (box 2A)

Human Subject Approvals 

• 3 member IRB completes
and signs Form 4

• IRB chair (or designee)
signs Form 1B (box 2A)

PHBA Approvals 

SRC chair (or designee) signs: 
• Form 1B (box 2A)

Reviewers will: 
• Conduct timely reviews in accordance with ISEF rules
• Maintain contact with student researcher regarding

missing documents, requesting additional information, etc.
• Document and notify student of approval status
• Sign appropriate forms once project is approved

https://hsc.unm.edu/stem-h/

